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All contributions for the next edition should be e-mailed to editor@suttoncourtenay.co.uk or taken to Changes in 
Milton Road or Burgrey Stores in the High Street on or preferably before the copy date entered in the Diary above. To 

have any contribution published you must provide your name & contact details to the Editors.  
To advertise, e-mail advertising@suttoncourtenay.co.uk or telephone 07831-526784 

VILLAGE DIARY  

SUTTON COURTENAY NEWS  

The Diary is compiled from entries in the Village Diary kept at Burgrey Stores. Please enter your events in this Diary. 

 

DISTRIBUTOR  VACANCY 

Another distributor wishes to retire after many years as 
unfortunately she has been in hospital. We wish her well and 
many, many thanks for such dedicated service. If anyone 
would like to take over the distribution of Sutton Courtenay 
News please contact the Editorial Team for details. 

April         

Tue 1st 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Tue 1st 7.30pm Spiritual Fellowship Village Hall 

Fri 4th   Deadline for responses to VWHDC District 
Plan 

  

Tue 8th 2pm Women’s Christian Fellowship Church 

Fri 11th 3.30pm Village Meeting with Ed Vaizey MP Church 

Sun 13th   Palm Sunday procession with Donkey   

Tue 15th 7.30pm WI Meeting Village Hall 

Wed 16th   COPY DATE SC NEWS   

Sun 20th   Parish Eucharist with Easter Egg Hunt Church 

Thur 24th 10.30am Coffee and Cakes Church 

Sat 26th 8.30pm Ladies’ Breakfast School 



County Councillor: (Schools, Roads etc.) Richard Webber 
Richard.Webber77@ntlworld.com 

534001 

District Councillor: (Planning, Waste 
etc.) 

Gervase Duffield 
Appleford House, Appleford 
 

848319 

Parish Council Chairman Michael Jenkins 
Danluda, Churchmere Road 
msjenkins@msn.com 

847174 

Bookings for Village Hall Rita Atkinson 
Caroline Grundy 

848694 
848697 

 
Sutton Courtenay Website www.suttoncourtenay.co.uk  

Environment Agency: Landfill Odours 
Thames Water Leaks 

  
 

0800 80 70 60 
0800 71 46 14 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Various organisations have permanent bookings for use of the Village Hall on certain days of the week. Local 
individuals or organisations may nonetheless enter one-off bookings for events which clash with permanent 
bookings. At least seven weeks notice must be given to Rita Atkinson (848694) or Caroline Grundy
(848679)of the hall management team, e-mail: scvillagehallbookings@googlemail.com This allows one 
week for them to convey the needful six weeks notice to whichever organisation had the permanent booking. 
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HOLY BAPTISM 

WE SEND OUR BEST WISHES & CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO WERE WELCOMED INTO THE 
FAMILY OF THE CHURCH THROUGH BAPTISM 

This newsletter is produced by the editors, Diane Armstrong and Clare Pennicott, and Peter Draper, who is in 
charge of advertising.  Mary Pike is responsible for distribution. Our contact details are: 
Diane  editor@suttoncourtenay.co.uk       07553 801032  Clare  editor@suttoncourtenay.co.uk       07778 284193 

Peter  advertising@suttoncourtenay.co.uk      07831 526784  
Mary  distribution@suttoncourtenay.co.uk     07824 368601  

The Sutton Courtenay News is printed with support from Sutton Courtenay Parish Council 

HOLY MATRIMONY 

WE SEND OUR BEST WISHES & CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO WERE MARRIED IN ALL 
SAINTS’ CHURCH RECENTLY 

There were no Baptisms in March 

Nathan Paul TUSTAIN & Hayley Anita BROOKER 15th March 2014 

Darryl and Diane BOLTON Service of Thanksgiving for 10th Anniversary  8th March 2014 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
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 X1 Bus Service 

Mr. Edmund Tresham, Commercial Manager at Thames 
Travel, attended the last meeting of the Parish Council.   
He advised that services were mostly being commercially 
run and whilst it was regrettable that the Appleford Road 
end of the village no longer had a bus service it was not 
viable to restore it.  Routing the X1 service via Drayton and 
the Caldecott area of south Abingdon provided more 
passengers.  Thames Travel appreciated that there had been 
problems with timetabling and buses leaving termini at the 
correct time, particularly as a bus terminated as one service 
then started out a new journey as another.  There had been 
knock on delays that had occurred. They are dealing with this problem and monitoring passenger numbers, the 
timetabling of the X1 and other services .  They are keeping an open mind and  the services are being kept under 
review. 

 

Vale of White Horse – Local Plan 2031 – Housing Delivery Update  

As mentioned last month the District Council is inviting comments on the housing proposals for the area.  The 
District Council has carried out an assessment of potential housing development sites and has included a site off 
Hobbyhorse Lane for approximately 220 houses.  This is the field next to the village hall, and runs northwards to 
the southern boundary of the recreation ground.  Also there are draft policies for Didcot A Power Station to 
safeguard this as an employment site, and for other development.  The employment use should comprise 
predominantly general business uses, but probably with general light industrial or storage uses on less visible 
parts of the site.    New access will be provided via the new planned science bridge from the south side of the 
A4130.    The deadline for comments is 4th April. 

The Plan is available for viewing at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/localplanpartone  or is available at Abingdon 
library or the District Council’s offices at Abbey House, Abingdon.  See also the District Council’s website for 
further information.  

 

Oxfordshire County Council – Proposed reduction in speed limit Milton Road from B4016 to 
Coopers Corner, Milton village 

The County Council is proposing to reduce the speed limit on the road from the B4016 leading to Milton village 
from 60 mph to 40 mph.  The Parish Council has welcomed this move. 

 

Planning Applications 

The following planning applications have been considered : 

MW.0009/14  An  application to continue the development approved by consent SUT/616/59-CM for the 
deposit of non hazardous waste including surcharging the existing landfill, without complying with condition 5 
date for completion, to allow working until 31st December 2020 at Sutton Courtenay Landfill site.    The 
Council had no objections provided the works were completed on time and that there were no further changes 
to the end date. 

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 1st April, 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in the village hall, Frilsham Street.  

Clerk: Mrs. L. Martin  90 Howard Cornish Road, Marcham Tel: 01865 391833 or  

email:info@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk. 
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 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

ED VAIZEY, MP 
 

VISITING SUTTON COURTENAY 
 

11 APRIL at 3:30PM 
 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
 
We are delighted to welcome our MP, Ed Vaizey, to meet with constituents in Sutton 
Courtenay. The purpose of his visit is to hear our concerns and discuss what he will 
do to address the challenges we face.  The current flooding demonstrated how weak is 
our current infrastructure and how rare is joined up thinking between government 
departments as well as amongst central and local governments.  Between the planned 
and proposed housing developments as well as the 1 million square foot warehouse 
and the ongoing attempts by FCC to expand its operations, our village is being asked 
continually to support an extraordinary increase in pressure.  This manifests itself 
through potentially more sewage, more traffic, more pollution, more flooding as the 
green fields are developed and more potential for accidents and dangerous incidents. 
 

Please come to the Church and have your voice heard.  Naturally, 
donations to the Church for hosting us will be extremely welcome. 

 
Sally Rowley-Williams 

ED VAIZEY TO MEET SC CONSTITUENTS 

SUTTON COURTENAY POST OFFICE 

Sutton Courtenay Post Office is now situated in Burgrey Stores in the High Street.  

A wide range of key Post Office products and services are available.  

The revised opening hours are:  

Mon—Fri    8.00 to 18.00 

Sat                8.30 to 13.00 

Sun               9.00 to 12.00  
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SUTTON COURTENAY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Love life; love learning; 

love one another  

ALISON ASHCROFT 
Headteacher 

www.suttoncourtenayprimary.co.uk 

Telephone:  01235 848333 

SUTTON COURTENAY PRIMARY SCHOOL SUTTON COURTENAY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Reading at the School 
  

As I have previously written in the Sutton Courtenay News, 
‘Reading’ is extremely important.  The methods that are now 
used in school such as synthetic phonics have been much talked 
about in the press and they are used within our school but alongside 
this children are exposed to a myriad of different books within 
Sutton Courtenay C of E Primary School through sharing them 
with each other and having books read to them by their teachers. 

  

This is also what our Reading Volunteers carry out week-on-
week.  We are so fortunate to have a large group of Reading 
Volunteers who are helping to create a love of books by sharing 
them with a child on a one-to-one basis.  The children look 
forward to their session and favourite books are already 
emerging.  Thank you to all those within our village who have committed to the ‘Reading Volunteer 
Programme’ and are making a difference – Your time is valuable and very much appreciated! 

 

Recently, we held a book week in school which we entitled: 'Telling Tales'.  This focused on traditional tales 
and oral story telling techniques.  We began the week with a whole school retelling of Goldilocks and later on in 
the week tested the knowledge of our children with a quiz.  Alongside, a story teller spending the day with us 
and a dressing up day at the end – The children certainly had a memorable week. 

 

We would like our children to be able to ‘get lost’ in a book, find out new ideas and not want to put that book 
down.  In this technological age books could seem almost outdated and it is vital that children see the reason for 
having a novel or non-fiction book, which is in fact, sheer enjoyment. 

 

Nursery – If your child is 3 before the end of August, they could start in our Nursery class in September 
2014.  If you would like find out more about our school and the opportunities we can offer, I would be 
delighted to show you around – Please telephone or email the office for an appointment. 

 

http://www.suttoncourtenayprimary.co.uk/�
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS’ 
 SUTTON COURTENAY 

SUTTON COURTENAY NEWS  

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS’, SUTTON COURTENAY 
Priest-in charge:  The Reverend Helen Kendrick (848297) Helen@kendricks.fsnet.co.uk 

Churchwardens: David McKenzie (847489) Pat Napper (848292) Treasurer: Tim Budd (820942) 
Director of Music: Ian Miles (01235 426109, mob 07788 715873) Tower Captain: John Napper (848292) 

Children’s Church: Vivienne Maunders (847077)  Sacristan: Pamela Vivian 
Flowers: Ann White (848857)Women’s Christian Fellowship: Rose Woodward (848510) Friends: Nora Harragin (848235) 

MONTHLY SERVICES OF WORSHIP 
1st Sunday: Family Service at 10.30am 

2nd Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10.30am (with Children’s Church) and Evensong at 6pm 
3rd Sunday: Morning Worship at 10.30am (with Children’s Church), & Evening Praise at 6pm 

4th Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10.30am (with Children’s Church)  
Wednesday: BCP Holy Communion at 9.45am 

From the Ministry team….. 

What is the Grand Day Out? 

It’s a day out for the whole church family.  That’s everyone who 
lives and worships in the 815 churches across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.  We don’t often get together – but 
on that day we’ll be gathering with our Bishop John, his team and 
each other.  We’ll be joining in prayer and worship, taking part in a 
feast of different activities and sharing a massive picnic. 

 

When is it? - Saturday 20 September 2014 

Where? - The Grand Day Out is taking place in venues in Oxford 
around or near our cathedral. Everywhere is in easy walking 
distance of the Park and Ride drop-off points in the City Centre. 

 

Why? - 2014 is a special year for the Diocese of Oxford.  It’s the final year of the initial five-year phase of Living 
Faith.  As we reach that point, the Grand Day Out is designed to help us think afresh about the challenges and 
opportunities of living as Christians at the start of the 21st century and explore where God is leading us next. 

 

So who is it for? - Everyone! Young, old, lay, ordained, families, single people, life-long Anglicans and people 
new to church.  There’ll be a wide ranging programme of events and everyone is welcome. 

 

What will it be like? - We’re aiming for a Grand Day Out.  We’ll be fed by the God who’s the source of our 
Living Faith.  We’ll have the chance to get together – and see that we’re each part of a bigger picture.  And we 
hope we’ll return to our churches and communities with our imaginations inspired for the future. 

 

So what’s going on? - - speakers (including Mary Berry) and workshops- prayer and worship - family activities 
- geocaching – games - youth events - events for people with learning disabilities - pilgrimage 

As part of the day, Partners in World Mission are running a Photographic Competition and Display. 

                                                                                                                                             continued……….                               
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ADVANCE NOTICE 
COMMUNITY EVENT 

VICAR’S FUN DAY ‐ SUNDAY 18TH MAY 2014 

Please put the date in your diary now! 

If you would be able to help in anyway then 
please contact either Helen Kendrick 848297 or 

Rita Atkinson 848694  

Timetable for the day (continued) 
 
As part of the Bishop of Oxford’s Thames Pilgrimage, 
the day will start with a mini-pilgrimage from Binsey to 
Christ Church.   
0700 - Morning Prayer will be said at St Margaret’s 
Binsey 
0730 – Leave Binsey 
1000 - Gather for prayer in Christ Church/ linked 
churches in city centre 
1100 - Range of workshops, speakers and activities in 
venues around Oxford (details to be announced) 
1230 - Picnic on Christ Church meadow 
1400 - Further workshops, speakers and activities 
1530 - Worship in churches around city centre 
 
Do I need to book? -  Yes. Though the Grand Day 
Out will be free of charge, we do need to know how 
many people are coming. And as the programme 
develops, we need to keep you up to date with all that’s 
planned.  See more at: http://www.oxford.anglican.org/
mission-ministry/projects/imagining-faith-grand-day/
#sthash.wVm2ol6r.dpuf 
 
With love and prayers, Helen 
The Reverend Helen Kendrick, Priest-in-Charge of Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford 

SMALL SAINTS  
Meet every Wednesday in term time from 11-12 noon in 
Saints’ Church.  We are a friendly group of 0-4 year olds 

with their parents/carers and we look forward to welcoming 
you for a bible story, a craft activity, fun singing and 

refreshments! 
For further information please contact  

Helen Kendrick, 848297 

     

CHURCH DIARY FOR APRIL 

Wednesday 2nd – 7.30pm Lent Group 

Sunday 6th – 12 noon Hungry Saints Lunch at The 
Swan – please sign the list at the back of the church if 
you would like to join this 

Monday 7th – 8pm Baptism Preparation Evening in  
Church for those interested in baptism for their 
children 

Tuesday 8th – 2pm Women’s Christian Fellowship 
Meditation in the Church 

Wednesday 9th – 7.30pm Lent Group 

Sunday 13th – PALM SUNDAY – PROCESSION 
WITH THE DONKEY 

Monday 14th – Wednesday 16th – 7.30pm Reflections 
for Holy Week in the Church. 

Thursday 17th – 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Supper 
with Communion in the Church. 

Friday 18th – GOOD FRIDAY – 10.30am Hot Cross 
Bun Family Service. 3pm Holy Hour Reflective Service. 

Saturday 19th – from 9am Spring Cleaning and 
decorating the Church for… 

Sunday 20th – EASTER DAY – 10.30am Parish 
Eucharist with Easter Egg Hunt for the Children. 

Wednesday 23rd – 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting This 
is a joint meeting of those whose names are on the 
church electoral roll, together with ‘persons resident in 
the parish whose names are entered on a Register of 
Local Government Electors’ Churchwardens Measure 
2001 paragraph 5(1) and is held for the purpose of 
electing Churchwardens.  Following straight on from 
the Annual Parish Meeting will be the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting at 7.45pm.  This is a meeting of those 
whose names are on the church electoral roll for the 
purposes of presenting the annual report and accounts 
for 2013 and for electing Parochial Church Council 
Members and Deanery Synod Representatives. 

Thursday 24th – 10.30-12noon Coffee and Cakes. 

Saturday 26th – 8.30-10am Ladies Breakfast in he 
School 

CHURCH DIARY FOR MAY 

Thursday 1st – 8pm Planning Meeting for the Summer 
Holiday Club 

Tuesday 6th – 7.30pm AGM for the Friends of All 
Saints 

Thursday 8th – Service at Dorchester Abbey to mark 
the transfer of the Deanery of Abingdon from the 
Berkshire Archdeaconry to the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry. 

Sunday 11th- Sunday 18th – CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
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COFFEE SHOP & BOOK SALE 
Thursday 24th April 
10.30am-12noon 

 
All Saints’ Church 

Why not drop by for coffee, cake & 
conversation and to browse the books 

on offer? 

          REST IN PEACE 

We send our condolences and the assurance of our prayers to the family and friends of the following person who has died 
recently: 

Irene May Hoborough (Rene) who died on 7th February 2014 was born on 27th December 1917 in Abingdon, where 
her family lived in a cottage at the Drayton end of Ock Street.  They moved to Sutton Courtenay when her father went to 
work on Allen’s farm as a stockman.  Rene attended school in Culham before going to the old school in Sutton Courtenay.  
During the war she worked at a components factory in Abingdon.  Her husband Reg, from Drayton, was born in 1914 and 
he worked as a civilian driver for Culham Naval Air Station, taking the huge low loaders called ‘Queen Mary’s’ all over the 
country.  In later years he continued working for the Property Services Agency at Culham.  We don’t know how they met 
but they always enjoyed dancing together – often going to dances at the then Village Hall on Old Wallingford Way.  Rene 
and Reg were married in 1940 and their first and only home together was 29 High Street, Sutton Courtenay.  Rene tended 
their long back garden with great enjoyment.  She was a good cook and always provided hearty meals. She was known as ‘a 
good trencher woman’.  Over the years they enjoyed many seaside holidays, always accompanied by their two large parrots 
– which was why they always stayed in caravans and never in hotels!  From the end of the war Rene worked as the village 
post-lady for 28 years and became very well-known across the whole community.  During this time she wore out three 
bikes and was usually accompanied by Miss Towle’s huge white Pyrenean Mountain Dog called Bruno.  Rene would often 
make extra journeys after her delivery round, fetching pensions and shopping for elderly residents in Appleford Road in 
simple acts of kindness.  When she finally retired her leaving present was a new bike and a cheque.  All her life Rene was a 
passionate cat lover – especially of ginger ones – and her home and garden were never without at least two indoors and 
various visiting strays and their kittens.  She would make up beds for homeless animals in her back porch and was a loyal 
customer to the travelling fishmongers.  Reg died in March 1976 and although she lived independently for many years she 
eventually began to find life on her own a hard struggle – even with the kind support of friends and neighbours from across 
the village.  Rene very much enjoyed receiving visitors – greeting them with a welcome smile and a good chat by her 
fireside.  After a bad fall she was admitted to Didcot Hospital and it was from there that she decided to go into care.  For 
the past three and a half years she was living comfortably and well cared for in Old Station House, Abingdon.  I know that 
she was very grateful for the ongoing support and visits from Joan and other friends which kept her in touch with village 
life and the outside world.  To me Rene was one of a disappearing generation of village characters.  She always had some 
great tales to tell of her childhood and of her times as the village post lady and the characters she remembered (in often 
very colourful language).  She died peacefully on the evening of 7th February and her funeral took place, as she wished, at 
Oxford Crematorium on 24th February 2014.  This is an edited extract from the address given by the Reverend Helen Kendrick with 
information provided by Rene’s friend, Joan Carter.   

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 

Our meeting on the 11th March was another visit by            
Mrs Christine Whild  who brought along her collection of 
painted eggs.  Several members who were at the meeting had 
a ‘go’ at decorating an egg, and the results were very good. 
The different styles and colours chosen were very mixed and 
attractive.  There was lots of laughter at the attempts made to 
‘blow’ an egg - I’m sure may children could have shown us 
how. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th April, hen it will be 
our Easter Meditation lead by our Vicar, Helen.  It will be in 
Church at the usual time of 2pm. 

Visitors are always welcome to come to any of our meetings. 

Rose Woodward (Secretary)  



VOLUME 43 NO.3 PAGE 9 
 

The War Memorial, unveiled by Lord Asquith, Earl of Oxford in 
1920, is in urgent need of repair and restoraƟon. 

This will cost approximately £15,000 and we would like to 
complete the work to mark the anniversary of the declaraƟon of 

the First World War in 2014. 

A small working party has been set up to raise the necessary funds 
on behalf of the Parish Council. 

We will be applying for grants from a variety of sources, but will 
also need to do a substanƟal amount of fundraising within the 
village.  This is a stone reminder of our history and our heritage.  
Please help us to preserve it for future generaƟons.   A BIG THANK 

YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY RESPONDED SO 
GENEROUSLY. 

 

DonaƟons can be sent to The Vicarage, 3 Tullis Close, SuƩon Courtenay, Abingdon, OX14 4BD 
(Cheques payable to SuƩon Courtenay Parish Council) 

Please mark envelope SuƩon Courtenay War Memorial RestoraƟon Appeal and do include your 
name and contact details so that an acknowledgement can be sent to you.   

For more informaƟon, or if you have any ideas for fundraising, please contact  
The Reverend Helen Kendrick on 01235 848297  

or e‐mail helen@kendricks.fsnet.co.uk 

More informa on about the men from our village, commemorated on the memorial and who died in 
the two World Wars, can be found in the Su on Courtenay Local History Society Publica on ‘Roll of 

Honour’ – proceeds from the sale of which will be going to the restora on appeal. 

WAR MEMORIAL RESTORATION APPEAL 2013—2014 

We would like to thank Rita and her young helpers for a very nice tea on Sunday.  Helen called Bingo for us.  
We had a very good musician who played 60s and 70s music.  It was good fun with the youngster having a dance 
with us.  We enjoyed a selection of sandwiches, savouries, crisps, and home made cakes. Tea and coffee was 
plentiful and most of us enjoyed a glass of wine. Thank you to all the adults who gave a hand, but special thanks 
to the lovely youngsters who gave their time to give us a memorable afternoon. 

Roderick and Margaret Hamilton. 

********** 

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to Helen, Rita, and all the helpers including the youngsters in the 
Damascus group for all the work they did in giving us such a wonderful tea on Sunday 16th March. It was a very 
enjoyable afternoon and much appreciated by everyone present.  Once again thank you to you all. 

Barbara Hands 

VICAR’S FUN DAY AFTERNOON TEA PARTY 

mailto:helen@kendricks.fsnet.co.uk�
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At Easter we provide an opportunity to remember loved ones with a display of lilies in church.  If you would like 
to make a donation towards the cost of this year's Easter lilies in memory of a loved one, please put your 
donation in an envelope and write on the front the name(s) of the person(s) you wish to remember and deliver it 
to Ann White (52 Lady Place). A list of those remembered will be on display in Church.  Many thanks. 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH EASTER FLOWERS 

A massive big thank you to Pepe at the Plough for letting us turn his pub into a great big coffee shop. 
We had 600 books out on the roadside. Bric- a-brac ,a grand raffle, soft toys and an air ambulance stall were in 
his lounge and the bar was turned into a coffee shop. We were very lucky to have a very nice sunny day. Lots of 
cars passing came to a halt and popped in to see us, passing cyclists came in for coffee. We also had dogs pop in 
to see us, with their owners, of course. We were very happy to see lots of young mums with  children all 
coming to support our charity. Thank you so much to all who gave us donations of goods, books, cakes, and 
cash. Without your help we would have not been able to make the grand sum of £650, so once again to every 
one who gave, time, gifts, donations, a massive big thank you. 
Margaret Hamilton for the WI  

COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF THE AIR AMBULANCE 

Hello again from Sutton Courtenay WI.  Since you last had our news we have once again been very busy. On 
25th Feb we had our annual dinner at the Fox in  Steventon, a very tasty meal. On the 27th some of us went to 
Snowdrop Day at Welford Park, it was bright but cold and the snowdrops were spectacular. ‘Lunch a month’ 
was at Notcutts. Our big event was Sat 15th March, the village Coffee Morning, see a report on Page  .  On 18th 
March we had our AGM and Ann Henderson was voted in as President again with two new committee members, 
Beryl and Liz. 

‘Lunch a month’ will be on 19th April and will be at Chilton Garden Centre. Coming soon will be news on days 
out for the coming months, now that we have time to fix days out for you. The next meeting is on 15th April. If 
you fancy coming along to our meeting, you will find warm welcome. If you don't have transport but would like 
to come, please tell us and we will find you a lift. 

Margaret Hamilton. 

SUTTON  COURTENAY  WI 

Spiritual fellowship 

On Tuesday March 4th a new medium visited us - Warren Fisher, who held everyone’s attention with some 
meaningful philosophy and good mediumship. An excellent evening and we will look forward to seeing Warren 
again. 
 
Any queries - Pat & Sam   01235 847460 
 
DIARY 
Tues    April  1st.   7.30pm.   Village Hall.  Spiritual Meeting with Pat Quennell and Caroline Price. 
Tues   May   6th.    7.30pm.   Village Hall.   Spiritual Meeting with Patrick Cadbury. 
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‘Birdwatcher’ for Sutton Courtenay News 1999 to 2007 
 
Jo’s daughter Judy writes: 
 
Jo’s fascination with plants and animals began at school in Somerset when she overcame a fear of tunnels to peer 
down a microscope.  She became particularly interested in birds. In one of her Bird Diaries she vividly recalled as 
a small child watching four long-tailed tits feeding a brood and, when the young had flown, looking closely at the 
beautifully constructed nest.  She put her finger in the tiny entrance hole to feel the warm, soft feather lining and 
then was fascinated to learn that it was quite common for parent long-tailed tits to be assisted by other family 
members.  From these early experiences, the natural world was to become a source of joy and inspiration 
throughout her life.  
 
From an early age, Jo also showed a talent for art and continued to practise it for most of her life. As well as 
creating her own art, she worked as an art teacher, designed and painted scenery for Abingdon Drama Club and, 
in later years, designed weather vanes. Jo trained during the War at the art college in Bristol where she met the 
love of her life, Doug, a research physicist evacuated from London. She survived the Bristol Blitz and then joined 
the Women’s Land Army, writing and illustrating letters home about her experiences.  Jo and Doug moved to 
Oxfordshire (Berkshire as it then was) in 1947 when Doug’s work brought him to AERE Harwell. They had four 
children – Bridget, Judy, John and Viki.  
 
In 1958, Jo and Doug were looking for a house that would accommodate their family as well as Jo’s parents. 
They eventually found something they could afford in Sutton Courtenay - two barns, an open cart shed and the 
old farmyard they enclosed. With the help of a local architect,a series of local builders and with many challenges 
along the way, they finally had the house of their dreams two years later.  Both keen gardeners, Jo and Doug also 
worked hard on converting the overgrown farmyard into a beautiful garden that became a haven for wildlife.  
 
After Doug suffered a debilitating stroke in 1969, Jo worked as a Personnel Administrator at the JET project in 
Culham. After retirement she kept herself busy doing voluntary work, including as a National Trust steward at 
Basildon Park. Jo died peacefully at home with family around her in the house she loved.  
 
In her Bird Diaries Jo reported on everything she found interesting on her walks around the river, the Common, 
the gravel pit lakes, in the village and in her garden.  She had a deep well of knowledge to draw upon and, when 
unsure about something, she would enjoy reading her favourite reference books to make sure of the facts.  She 
might tell her readers about the territorial disputes or breeding successes on the angling lake; the current 
occupants of the many holed “tenement tree”; that year’s dominant wild flower species on the Common; the 
tame blackbird who came knocking on the kitchen door each morning for his breakfast; the behaviour of a 
particular species of bird or the declining numbers of another.  
 
As Jo’s mobility declined, she missed her walks around the village and the challenge of meeting her Bird Diary 
deadlines, but she never tired of watching the birds in her garden. 
 
Editors’ note: We are very grateful to Jo for the eight years of Birdwatcher columns written for this Newsletter. They were always 
beautifully written and highly informative, giving the sense of how much she loved and appreciated the birdlife she observed around her. 
We hope  to be able to reproduce one of her articles in a forthcoming issue. 

JO ALLAN (1920 TO 2014) 
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Inviting all Ladies *  

(irrespective of whether you attend Church or you have 
children at School) 

Join us for the second breakfast of 2014 

Inviting you to have a morning’s break after 
Easter. 

All Saints’ Church is inviting you to a relaxing 
breakfast to be held at Sutton Courtenay CofE 

Primary School.  

Saturday, 26th April  08.30-10.00 

Good coffee, croissants, bacon rolls and a chat! 

Further details: Lynne Cubbage (848768) 

* Strictly ladies only! 

Ladies breakfast  

NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP (NAG5) 

Do you know or care for someone who is affected by dementia or memory problems?  

Do you feel more could be done to make your local community more dementia friendly? 

Those affected by memory problems and dementia, and their carers, can sometimes feel that they don’t know 
where to turn for help or how to find out what assistance they are entitled to, which can lead to feeling isolated 
and unsupported.  Members of NAG5 recently attended a course run by Oxfordshire Rural Community Council 
at Sutton Courtenay Village Hall as we wanted to have a better understanding of dementia, what it means to live 
with it and how best to communicate with those who have it.    
 
We also learned more about Neighbourhood Return, which was set up to help to find people who are lost.  
People at risk of getting lost can be registered with Neighbourhood Return. If they’re reported lost, volunteers 
are quickly contacted by text message to request a search in their neighbourhood, enabling the person missing to 
be found quickly and returned home or to a safe place.  
 
Oxfordshire is working towards Dementia Friendly Communities.  We would like to hear from anyone who has 
suggestions or ideas about how we might make the NAG5 community – villages of Appleford, Drayton and 
Sutton Courtenay - more dementia friendly.   
 
Please e-mail neighbourhoodactiongroup5@hotmail.com or contact Rita Atkinson on 01235 848694. 
 
We will keep you updated on the initiative through the village newsletter 
 
Bridget Haffenden 
For NAG5                                                                                                                        continued on Page 13 
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IMPORTANT  If you are in need of immediate advice or information please look at the 
information below 
 
Neighbourhood Return 
Tel: 07584 051004 (enquiries) 
Website:  http://www.ourturn.org.uk 
 
Oxfordshire Adult Social Services 
Tel: 0845 050 7666 
email: socialandhealthcare@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Out of hours emergency: 0800 833408 
 
Age UK Oxfordshire Dementia Helpline 
Tel: 0844 887 0005 (8am-7pm) 
email: dementiainfo@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 
 
National Dementia 24 Hour Helpline(out of hours Oxfordshire cover) 
Tel: 0845 120 4048 
email: dementiahelpline@guidepoststrust.org.uk 
Website: http://www.dementiaweboxfordshire.org.uk 
 
Young Dementia UK  
PO Box 315 Witney OX28 1ZN 
Tel: 01993 776295 
email: mail@youngdementiauk.org 
Website: http://www.youngdementiauk.org 
 
Carers Oxfordshire 
Tel: 0845 050 7666 
Website: http://www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/cms 
 
The Alzheimer’s Society Oxfordshire Office 
Tel: 01865 876508 
email: Oxfordshire@alzheimers.org.uk 
Website: http://www.alzheimers.org.uk 
 
The Independent Living Centre (see NOTE1) 
Abingdon Resource & Day Centre 
Audlett Drive, Abingdon OX13 3GD 
Tel: 01235 524857 (9am-5pm Monday to Friday) 
email: ilc@guidepoststrust.org.uk 
Website:  http://www.guidepostsilc.org.uk 
 
NOTE1 
The Independent Living Centre in Abingdon has access to a range of equipment for viewing and demonstration to enable: 
moving around, reaching things, preparing or eating food, getting into and out of bed, using the bathroom and going up 
and down stairs.  There is also assistive technology available, such as sensors and monitors.  Regular Open Days are held, 
each of which focuses on a particular theme or product range.   
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ED VAIZEY MP 

 
As your MP, I am often asked to help communities with challenges they face.  Usually, these will just affect one 
town or village, but there is now one issue which will affect most of the Didcot and Wantage Constituency:  the 
electrification of the railway in Oxfordshire, and the resulting plans to close 18 railway bridges across the area.  
Even if you don’t live near a bridge which may be closed for, we hear, up to 6 months, the chances are you will 
travel through an area which will be affected.   
 
I am very much aware of the problems that the temporary closure of railway bridges and subsequent traffic 
diversions would cause and share the concerns of so many Constituents on that score.  I have been directly in 
touch with Network Rail about the issue for some weeks and a member of my staff attended a briefing about the 
matter at County Hall.  I have also visited a business owner to hear about the impact on his and other local 
businesses, which will be dreadful.  To begin to try to sort things out, I have called a meeting with Network Rail 
senior executives specifically about this matter.  I believe Network Rail have proved to be both insensitive and 
incompetent so far, as sadly has been demonstrated in the very, very poor process and communications about 
Fulscot Bridge which is to remain closed for months to come even though it should, by now, have reopened.      
 
I am also arranging the meet the Minister responsible, Stephen Hammond MP, to make it clear that while I 
support the electrification of the railway line, which will lead to cleaner, more efficient railway services, it 
cannot be introduced at the expense of grotesque inconvenience to my Constituents.   
 
I have quite a large list of Constituents to whom I send occasional updates on progress in dealing with Network 
Rail on the general issues about electrification and particularly the impact on bridges and road closures.  If you 
would like to be added to that list, please email me at vaizeye@parliament.uk and I will ensure you are kept up 
to date – but will try not to swamp you with communications.   
 
Another issue, of course, that has affected many people across the Constituency is the recent flooding.  I was very 
pleased that work done my communities since our last major floods in 2007 meant that things never got quite as 
bad as they did then.   As the waters subside, I have been working with others both locally and nationally to try to 
help with the immediate recovery, but also to look to the longer term and to make sure that we take the most 
effective possible measures to protect against such extreme weather in the future.   
 
My mailbag this month continues to include a diverse mix of issues, ranging from pupils taking holidays during 
school term time to the use of wild animals in circuses.  With the Chancellor of the Exchequer set to deliver his 
Budget in March, I have received a particularly high number of letters and emails calling for beer duty to be 
frozen for this year. I am pleased that the Government decided to make a targeted reduction in beer duty and 
abolished the beer duty escalator at Budget 2013.  I’m assured that the Chancellor is fully aware of many of the 
arguments made in favour of a freeze in beer duty for 2014, and is also sympathetic to the case of responsible 
drinkers.   
As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or 
vaizeye@parliament.uk.  Email is the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye 
on my emails and can reply very quickly.  Surgery details can be found at  www.vaizey.com. 
 
Ed Vaizey MP 

mailto:vaizeye@parliament.uk�
mailto:vaizeye@parliament.uk�
http://www.vaizey.com�
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Ed Vaizey MP has welcomed the Government’s announcement of an additional £2.15 million of Superfast 
Broadband funding for Oxfordshire. 

  

In addition to the £1.2 billion central and local government are already investing to give homes and businesses 
access to superfast broadband across the UK, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport have announced an 
extra £250 million for local authorities to extend superfast broadband to 95% of the country by 2017.  

  

More than 10,000 homes and businesses across the UK are gaining access to Superfast Broadband each week, 
with the number expected to rise to 40,000 per week by the summer of this year. 

 

Ed Vaizey MP said: “Superfast Broadband benefits everybody. This additional funding will come as welcome 
news to Oxfordshire residents, and in particular to those homes and businesses who have yet to have access to 
Superfast Broadband. 

  

“It will make a significant contribution to the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire project, which will see Superfast 
Broadband rolled out right across the county.” 

Broadband in oxfordshire 

This press release was received from Ed Vaizey too late for inclusion in last month’s edition of Sutton Courtenay News: 

 

The flooding has not only dominated the national news recently, but also caused huge concern locally.  Luckily, 
the flooding was not as bad in 2007, with fewer homes flooded, partly as the result of local action taken by local 
flood groups.  Nevertheless, some homes were flooded, many roads closed, and a lot of farmland remains under 
water.  I have personally visited a number of communities and farmers. 
  
Over the worst week end my office was in touch with a number of affected constituents in Sutton Courtenay.  In 
particular, we contacted FCC over concerns that poor drainage was leading to flooding in the village. I have also 
sought assurances that the FCC are complying with all of the planning conditions relating to drainage, which have 
been agreed with the District and County Councils. 
  
It is now important that we do all we can to enable homes and businesses affected to get back on their feet. I will 
therefore be continuing my dialogue with both the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the 
County Council to ensure that those eligible for the Government’s recently announced Repair and Renew Grant 
are able to access the funds without delay.  It is also important that all future housing development takes in to 
account the impact that flooding can have. 

 

Flooding in Sutton Courtenay 



 

Sutton Courtenay COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

X1 Bus Service 

The Local manager for Thames Travel very kindly (and bravely) attended the last meeting of SC Parish Council. 
The new timetable we are assured will be up and running “very soon”, and they are very hopeful that the glitches, 
which beset the last timetable, will have been ironed out. We were told that the section of the X1 route, which 
continues through Abingdon to Oxford City Centre, was programmed to satisfy a perceived need by Sutton 
Courtenay Residents to be able to get directly to Oxford. It was pointed out that, if the X1 service terminated at 
Abingdon, anyone could easily change to any of the many Oxford fast service buses. Indeed, given that all the 
buses concerned were run by Thames Travel, no business would be lost. We all understand that bus services 
need to make financial sense as far as possible, but terminating the X1 service at Abingdon would surely allow an 
extra service (perhaps Didcot to Abingdon via Appleford / SC East / Culham). This would please all those who 
feel stranded in SC East, Appleford (and Culham) by the abandonment of the old 32 Service. If you agree, please 
contact Thames Travel and let them know. 

Grants 

Good news in that the hard-pressed County Budget has managed to find some money to continue the 
Community Grants for next year. The sum is halved from last year, but at least organisations such as SC Primary 
School, transport for the elderly and the Damascus Youth Project (all of which benefitted this year) will still have 
somewhere to go for something next year! 

Flooding 

At a very useful meeting I attended last week, a representative of Thames Water suggested that the reason that 
many people in South Abingdon were having problems with their drainage in the recent heavy rainfall was 
because they were not using their WCs correctly. This took me right back to 2007, when the councils, the 
various agencies and the residents all became involved in a blame game as many people’s homes were in the 
process of being flooded. Thankfully, although there is still plenty of room for further progress, the authorities 
are now much better at working together. The causes of flooding are rarely simple. Our ability to predict who 
will flood and when it will happen is still far short of perfect. When it floods, rapid, co-ordinated responses are 
what is needed, not blame. We can sort out who was to blame later. Telling people whose houses are about to 
flood that they are not using their cisterns properly is not likely to be very productive.  

Railways and Railway Stations 

The railways have been in the news a lot recently. HS2 will it encourage people to be less London-centric and to 
live and work further North? Or will it have the opposite effect and simply suck in even more people, money 
into the capital? Rail electrification looks a great thing, but it does involve closing bridges and causing temporary 
traffic mayhem while it is going on. Having a Railway station is seen as an enormous asset to an area, but it does 
send up house prices, and it is used as a justification to place houses nearby. Having a Railway station is said to 
give an area sustainability in planning speak. Grove needs one. Radley has one. And so, interestingly, does little 
Appleford.  

Appleford may have lost its shop and its Pub, but it still has a Station – no station car park – but a station 
nevertheless. Should Appleford keep quiet and hope that the authorities will allow the status quo to persist, or 
should the presence of Appleford station be used as a reason to make the village more “sustainable” - with all that 
that might imply? 

 

Richard Webber  Richard.webber@ntlworld.com  01235 534001 
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Milton hill bowls club 

Morland bowls club, east hendred 

 
OPEN DAY 

 

2.00 Saturday 26th April 
2014 

 

Behind Milton Football 
Club 

 

Footwear essential 

No Charge 

OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY MAY 3RD 1-5PM 

 

Club Nights are held every Monday from 6pm.  Just turn up with flat shoes. 

 

We at Morland Bowls Club would welcome new members for the 2014 season. All you need to 
do is contact us and we will do the rest. What’s more there is Half Price Membership for all 
new bowlers including free instruction and coaching. Why not come along and give it a try? 

Morlands Bowls Club, Orchard Lane (behind the Plough Inn), East Hendred,  

OX12 8JW 

 

Phone Kevin Biles 01235 770365, email kmbiles@aol.com,  

web http://morlandhitssports.com 
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The iconic Hazel O'Connor returns on Friday 4 April, showcasing 
her latest album, I Give You My Sunshine, and featuring legendary 
saxophonist Clare Hirst and with Sarah Fisher on keyboards and 
backing vocals.  With support from India Electric Company it's an 
evening not to be missed.  If pop doesn't float your boat the sublime 
ten piece Tuxedo Jazz Orchestra and singers will be at Cornerstone 
on Saturday 5 April with the hot, sweet, music of the 1920s and 30s 
and celebrating the best of band music from that era.  If folk's more 
your scene Heidi Talbot and her band come to us on Thursday 24 
April. Heidi's touring with her new album, written with her 
collaborator John McCusker, and recorded with an array of special 
guest including Mark Knopfler, King Creosote and Julie Fowlis.   
  

On Saturday 26 April The Remarkable Death of Marilyn Monroe is a fascinating and captivating take on an iconic 
subject from Dyad Productions, headed up by Rebecca Vaughan who toured very successfully with Guy 
Masterson and brought Austen's Women to Cornerstone.   
  

Easter holiday activities kick off on Sunday 6 April with Comedy 4 Kids.  Comedians who generally play to adults 
love playing to children because there's such an immediate and unguarded response.  Adults can come with our 
without their children!  Whichever, it's fantastic comedy for any age from 7 to 107 and the perfect afternoon out 
for all the family to enjoy and have a laugh together.  A pre-show workshop's also available for ages 7 to 13 
offering an opportunity to learn how to write and perform comedy, and a chance to show off new jokes and skills 
to parents at the end! 
  

During the Easter holidays we have a selection of new activities at Cornerstone on offer: the opportunity 
to explore the colourful and creative art of Mosaics, a chance to learn and master the athleticism and dance skills 
involved in Cheerleading and the excitement of planning, devising, writing and shooting a Film In A Day!  Firm 
favourites at Cornerstone are not forgotten with Funny Faces Animation for ages 6 to 9 and Amazing Animation 
for ages 9 to 13 as well as Youth Dance sessions. Light Fantastic is another of our very popular family days, 
exploring the science of light, with hands-on activities, demonstrations and special workshops. 
 As usual full details are available on our website at http://cornerstonearts-org.uk, or from the Box Office on 01235 
515144.   

 

CORNERSTONE ARTS CENTRE 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE  

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot 
Civic Hall.  Visitors are welcome to come to a meeting as a taster before 
joining. 

The April meeting will be the AGM and will be held on 15 April. 

D&D U3A is a self-help, self-managed lifelong learning co-operative for 
older people no longer in full time work, providing opportunities for its members to share learning experiences 
in a wide range of interest groups and to pursue learning not for qualifications, but for fun.  There are over 25 
interest groups including family history, gardening, wine appreciation, dance, science & maths, play reading, 
creative writing, walking, bridge, crafts, books, poetry, singing, badminton, photography and 5 languages.  
There’s something for everyone! 

Tel: 07804159993 or Email: didcotdistrictU3A@virginmedia.comWebsite: http://u3asites.org.uk/didcot 
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The Ridgeway Day 
Saturday, 10th May, at Court Hill Centre, Wantage 

10.30 am to 4.00 pm 

 
 

Walk The Ridgeway - Britain’s oldest road. Guided walks to Segsbury Castle. 
Nature trail and treasure hunt for the kids. 

Relax at Court Hill, and enjoy the gorgeous view. 
Lunches and home-made cakes at the Barn Café. 

Meet the volunteers helping to preserve The Ridgeway and its wildlife 
Admire art inspired by The Ridgeway. 

Birds of prey display 
Live music 

 

From Wantage, take the A338 towards Hungerford, and turn right to The Ridgeway Centre just 
before the crest of  Court Hill.  Limited Parking. 

The Friends of The Ridgeway (Charity no 1107926) supports the preservation of The Ridgeway 
and its quiet enjoyment by the public. 

Website:  www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk.  Contact:  ridgewayfriends @googlemail.com 

http://www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk�
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FLOWER FESTIVAL   
21 – 22 June 2014 

WRITE IT WITH FLOWERS 

This year All Saints’ Church will be staging a Flower 
Festival featuring arrangements/displays portraying works of 

literature. Any individual or organisation is invited to 
participate. 

Get in contact with: Alison Budd (820942), Lynne Cubbage 
(848768) or Ann White (848857) asap to find out how you can 

be part of this special event. 

Open to adults and children. 

Flower festival 

Stonehill House, Drayton 

Saturday 5th April:  ‘The shot that changed the world’….how the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand led 
to the end of the Romanovs & the rise of the Bolsheviks. Speaker: Chris Danziger (Oxford University Dept of 
Continuing Education). 

Saturday 26th April and Saturday 3rd May: ‘From Impressionism to Blast’……how Russian artists entranced 
European minds on the eve of the Great War. Part 1: 1874-1894 and Part 2: 1894-1914. 

Speaker: Rosamund Bartlett (author and Russian translator; biographer of Chekhov & Tolstoy) 

To book and for more information: www.stonehillhouse.co.uk or 01235-536011 

The Park Club, Milton Park 

Try a range of activities for age 50+ at The Park Club, Milton Park every Tuesday morning 9.30-10.30am. No 
experience/fitness level required so all welcome including non-members. Sessions are free for the launch in 
April too . 

Monthly Schedule:1st week – Badminton, 2nd week—Short tennis, 3rd week –Pickleball, 4th week-Health 
walk,5th week-Kurling 

Contact Richard Claydon  on 01235 861289 or email rclaydon@soll-leisure.co.uk 

Charlotte Storrs Stoneware Pottery  

Open days Sunday 4th, Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2014 from 11am to 5pm,      The Pottery, 8 The Green, 
Culham, Abingdon, OX14 4LZ, Pottery at back of house, www.charlottestorrs-stoneware.co.uk 

Other events notified to the editors 



PAGE 21 VOLUME 43 NO.3 PAGE 21 

LETTERs TO THE EDITOR 

Parking in the High Street 

 

Regarding the letter written by a Mr Connor last month, he's got a point. I don't know much about road 
regulations and by-laws or whatever, but I know you can't get two big Masseys or New Hollands past each other 
up that end of the High Street if the cars are all parked right in the road and not a bit on the pavement.  Doesn't 
matter so much this time of year but you wait until harvest time. I'm a farm contractor and I can tell you that 
people won't thank us for blocking up the road come August/September.  

For the sake of a bit of pavement, your telling me that everyone's got to sit and wait for me to haul loads of rape 
and muck and bales through? 

Health and safety gone mad. Let's have a bit of common sense here. 

Frank Pickles, Sutton Courtenay.  

********* 

I am very sympathetic to David Connor’s parking problems I too am a driver and recognise the issues related to 
finding somewhere to park and also a pedestrian and sympathetic to the concerns of his anonymous sign writer. 
However there are a number of issues Mr Connor has not considered and I would invite him to do so. 

Parking on the pavement is an absolute offence; there are no exceptions in law, it is an obstruction of the 
footway. 

Pavements are not designed or built to take the weight of a motor vehicle. 

Parking on them damages the pavement making them unsafe for pedestrians and can lead to accidents costing the 
NHS and councils additional funds which we the taxpayers pay for, an inconvenience for considerably more than 
one or two people a week. 

It is not a pedestrian’s responsibility to choose one pavement over another; the pavement is intended for the free 
passage of pedestrians. 

There are other places to park, albeit a walk probably from the cottages on the High Street. 

Finally, Mr Connor knew there was no available parking at his house when he moved there. 

 P Osborne, Sutton Courtenay 

Editors’ notes 

We are very sorry to report that Mike Dowsett, our current Birdwatcher, has now moved away from Sutton 
Courtenay and will no longer be able to contribute  to Sutton Courtenay News.  We are very sorry to see him 
go.  He had a particular way of communicating his enthusiasm and we especially enjoyed the stunning 
photography which accompanied his articles, although we regretted that our black and white copies did not do 
justice to his original photographs.  

We thank Mike for all his hard work, wish him well for the future, and trust that he will continue to find success 
with his wildlife photography.  
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Waggon and Horses

Abingdon Road, Culham 

01235‐525012 

 

 

Opening times:  Monday‐Thursday 11h00 – 23h00 

    Friday & Saturday 11h00‐midnight 

    Sunday 12h00 – 22h30   

     

Food Times:  Monday – Friday 12‐3 & 6‐9 

    Saturday 12‐9 

    Sunday 12‐6 Carvery Only 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call on 01235 525012 to book or visit 
www.waggonhorsesculham.com 

Tuesday is half price day. 50% off all food 12-3 & 6-9 

 

Monday Carvery 12 to 2.30pm just £4.95  

Friday Carvery 12 to 2:30pm  

Sunday Carvery 12 to 6.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Music 
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TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB WITH A LOVELY TERRACE GARDEN AT THE BACK  

 ENJOY A QUIET DRINK OR SOMETHING TO EAT, HOME COOKED MEALS,  LUNCH 
& DINNER. 

LARGE PARTIES WELCOME. CASK MARQUE ALES,  TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 
LUNCH MENU 

CATERING FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES, CHRISTENINGS AND WAKES IN OUR 
SEPARATE RESTAURANT AREA 

  

Friday Nights 
Order any Gourmet burger and 

get a free pint 

  

Tuesday to Saturday 
evenings 

   Two course set menu £12.95 
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Traditional Country Pub Food 

Fresh Tapas 

Open all day Saturday & Sunday 

Large beer garden 

Bouncy castle at weekends 

Wendy house & children’s toys 

 

David & Cristina: Telephone: 01235 847446 

Fresh Fish Friday  

Every Friday evening from 6.30pm 2 x fish main course, 1 x bottle of wine £26.00 

(for two people) choice of 3 different fish dishes every week. 

THE SWAN FOOD HOUSE AND BAR 

GARAGE SERVICES & TRANSPORT  
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GARAGE SERVICES & TRANSPORT  

Milton Park Auto Centre Ltd 
SERVICING, REPAIRS, MOT, 

TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
Cash paid for unwanted vehicles 

 

  

  

  

  

 
Unit 63a Milton Park 
Abingdon 
OX14 4RX 
Phone: 01235 835082 
Email: miltonparkauto@gmail.com 

HALLS GARAGE 
Proprietors: The Sparkes family 

Motor Engineers, The Garage, Sutton 
Courtenay 

Tel: 01235 848236 
Comprehensive servicing on all makes. 

MOT’s 7am-9am Catalyst & Diesel (on demand) 
9am-5.30pm by appointment. 

Specialist in all passenger vehicle repairs. 
Repairs to commercial vehicles to 35cwt. 

Have you changed your timing belt recently? Take 
preventative action, have your belt changed today! 
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GENERAL 

 

Learn to love your computer! 
Are you terrified of your computer?
Need help with a new PC or iPad?

Or do you need to learn new skills?
I can help! At your home, at your pace.

Call Meryl on 07794 656607  
info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk 
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk 

Your Computer Tutor  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

94a High St., Sutton Courtenay 
Tel: 01235 814991 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come along  to  the dedicated cat clinic at 
our  Sutton  Courtenay  surgery,  for  a  cat‐
friendly atmosphere which  is purrfect  for 
our  feline  friends.  For more  information 
or to make an appointment please phone 
01235 814991. 

www. la rkmead .co .uk  

 

161a Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5DL 

Tel: 01235 520617 Mobile: 07767 610670 Fax: 01235 530739 

mharris@abingdon-stone.co.uk  www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

 

 

 Monumental & General Masons 

 Stone & Marble Fireplaces 

 Kitchen Worktops 

 Vanity Tops 

 Flooring & Tiles 

Marble, Granite, Slate, Stone, Architectural & 

Ornamental Stonework, Carving, Lettering, 

Gilding. 

Est 1846 
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GENERAL 

 
Specialist employment law services 

for businesses and individuals 
Contracts, Settlement agreements, Dismissals, 

Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 
 

Solicitors recommended 
by The Legal 500 and Chambers  

 
Tel: 01235 861919 

Email:  jkelly@employmentlawplus.com 
www.employmentlawplus.com 

 

OxfordTele.com 

 

Install extra telephone points 
Remove unused and unsightly cables 

Diagnose and repair faults 
Improve broadband speed and range 

 
www.oxfordtele.com 

15 Friars Wharf, Oxford OX1 1RU 
Telephone Oxford 200420  
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Ardington School of Crafts 
Traditional and Contemporary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Short courses with craftspeople 
 

Ardington, nr Wantage, Oxfordshire, OX12 8PN 
01235 833433        www.ardingtonschoolofcrafts.com 
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GENERAL 

 

Ever wanted to learn a musical instrument?  

 
My name is Laura and I am a Piano and Keyboard teacher who 
teaches at The Matrix Arts Centre on Tuesdays. I have a few 
available slots, so get in touch. Your first lesson is FREE! 

 
 - CRB Checked 
 - Over 7 years experience 
 - Beginners and experienced welcome 

 
Web: Facebook.com/LaurasMusicSchool 
Email: lauraburlow@gmail.com 
Laura Burlow 0790 5517 957 

 
 
 
 SUTTON COURTENAY BASED WINDOW 

CLEANER 
BRIAN PREWETT       C-THROUGH WINDOWS 

 WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE, FASCIA 
WASHED, GUTTER CLEARING AND CLEANED 

 MONTHLY/BI-MONTHLY OR ONE OFF JOBS 
 FULLY INSURED 

EST. OVER 15 YEARS 

PHONE FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01235 848430   07932057132 
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Alison Budd 
Experienced 
Mathematics Teacher 
offering tuition up to 
GCSE and A level 
Contact: 01235 820942 

Email:  alison@pbudd.eu Maths Tuition 

GENERAL 

 

 BROOK FARM, MILTON ROAD 

Free Range Eggs, Potatoes and other vegetables when available 

 

 

Tel: (01235) 820262 

Opening Hours: 

Mon   Thurs 9am - 1pm 
Fri  9am - 6pm 
Sat  9am - 1pm

SUTTON COURTENAY 

WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE 
 

We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 
weeks. 

Free quote – no obligation. Est. 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 
Tel: 01235 512881 – Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 
 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not at home 

Online payment is also welcome 

Other services include: 

 Conservatory roof cleaning 

 Fascia's cleaning 

 Gutters unblocked and cleaned out 

MATHEWS & SON 
GREENGROCERS 

5 Harwell Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BN 

Veg Boxes 
Fruit Baskets 
E-mail Orders 
Fruit Hampers 
Herbs & Exotics 
Daily Deliveries 

Tel: 01235 848239 Mobile: 0795 8534183 
Email: mathewsandson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

FOR PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY 
TAXATION, ACCOUNTANCY 

AND BUSINESS ADVICE 
Contact:  Malcolm Ross or Bruce Charles at 

BRAYSHAWS 
Accountants 

    228 Broadway, Didcot OX11 8RS  

 Tel: (01235) 812284/816763 

Email: Malcolm@brayshaws.co.uk 

http://www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com�
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Serving Sutton Courtenay and nearby 

towns/villages for the past 21 years 

Professional yet personal care for your 
pets and home when you’re away 

01235 520290   info@keyminders.co.uk 

www.keyminders.co.uk 

GENERAL 

Private Villa with Pool in Javea – Spain 

 4 Bedrooms 2 En-Suite  
 Sleeps 8 People 
 Children's Play Area 
 Private Pool 
 Lounge and Dining Area 

For further details call 01235 798972  

or email me: traceywilkes@hotmail.co.uk 

Bekynton	House	
B&B ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 

£45 per person per night 
(reductions for long term bookings) 

7 The Green, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4AE 

Email: Susancornwall@aol.com 

Tel: 01235 848888 or 848767 
 

IBIZA: Holiday apartments also available 

(in the beautiful north of the island) 

 
 
 

Abingdon‐On‐Thames Pest Control 
 

Local Friendly Reliable Service 
Problems with 

Ants, flies, wasps, bees, birds, squirrels, mice, rats, rabbits, 
fox, deer etc. 

Call for a free quotation 
Tel: Nigel 0791 7097363 

Killgerm Trained 

 

 
 

Culham Pre-school 
High Street, Culham, OX14 4NB 

 
a well-established, small and caring environment  

for pre-schoolers from 2 to 5 yrs  

From September 2013 
Mon-Fri 8am to 3.15pm 

(optional breakfast/lunch clubs) 
To find out about your FREE 15 hours and to  arrange a visit 

call us:  01235 530010 

out of pre-school hours contact  
Mrs  Lea Allmond, supervisor,  

 01235 529236 

 www.culhampreschool.co.uk 
registered charity no. 1030392                                             Ofsted reg. no. 133718 

mailto:traceywilkes@hotmail.co.uk�
mailto:Susancornwall@aol.com�
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GENERAL 

Experienced Seamstress  
   Locally based. 
   Available for alterations, 
  dressmaking and tailoring.  
   No job too small. 

Telephone Margaret 07952 137490 

BUILDING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 

 

RCM 
 

Tel 01491 652215 
Mob 07578 859 111 

Email barryrobson@yahoo.com 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your local decorators 

Continuing to bring colour into your lives 

Attention to detail is our priority 

Either at home or the workplace 

All work carried out by qualified decorators 

All types of painting & decorating undertaken 

Listed Building specialist, Grade I & II 

For your free no obligation consultation 

Contact David Fell 

07830 237 850 

Davidfell12@icloud.com 

D.Fell Decorating 

Happy to quote on all types of work 

 

SILKWOOD INTERIORS 

Richard Dolan Specialist Tiling 

Professionally trained in fitting ceramic, porcelain 
and natural stone. 

Also tiling and grout repair, electric underfloor 
heating and wet room construction. 

For a no obligation quote call 07921996220 or 
01235538244, or email Richard.dolan1@live.com  

• General house maintenance 

• Power washing driveways,  
 decking, patios, tennis courts, etc. 

• Fencing, all types 

• Guttering, fascia, cladding, soffits 

• Exterior painting 

• Roofing work 
 
• Small odd jobs 



BUILDING & GARDENING SERVICES 
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GB 
Gary Byrne 

& Son 

Painters & Decorators 
Established since 1986 

Domestic & Commercial     General Maintenance     Competitive Prices 
No Job Too Small    All Out of Hours Work Carried Out 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile: 07759 341525 
01235 847278 

www.garybyrnepaintersoxford.co.uk 
garybyrne@hotmail.co.uk  

24 Bradstocks Way, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon OX14 4BY

 
 
 
 
 
 

Repairs, servicing and sales of all garden  
machinery 

Have it serviced & sharpened at Milton Garden 
Machinery. New & used mowers, rotovators etc. at 

discount prices.  Tel 01235 555115 any time 

 

 
 

Website www.maconston.co.uk 

Tel: 01235 831923 Mob: 07854 271258 

63a Milton Park, Abingdon OX14 4RX 

LOCAL BUILDING FIRM: NO JOB TO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES: INSURANCE REPAIRS 

 SERVICES WE CAN PROVIDE 

: Property Maintenance   : Extensions 

: Landscaping      : Driveways 

: Decorating      : Plastering 

: Carpentry      : Brickwork 

: Fencing      : New build 

And many more ‐ take a look at our web site 

 

 
 
 
 

Available for all aspects of garden maintenance and 
clearance. 

07857383069 
 
James@culhamgardenservices.com 
Regular and one off services available 
Public Liability Insured 
 

James Rockall
13 High Street

Culham
OX14 4NB   

Milton 
Garden Machinery 
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B  
&  

 

 

Est  

Tel: or  

Call for from to  
 

Receive 10% off  labour costs when quoting SCN 
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BUILDING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 

 Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist 

 

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias, 
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds 

 

all work considered, call Mark on 
 

07979 791075 
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 
 

D R ELECTRICAL 
48 High Street, Sutton Courtenay.  

Domestic & commercial installations  

Rewires  

Storage-heaters 

Extensions  

Extra sockets & repairs  
No job too small. Free quotations. 
Tel: 01235 847030. Mobile: 07850 558196  

   

 

 
A local small business 

 Grass cutting 
 Regular garden maintenance 
 Hedge cutting & tree pruning 
 Turfing 
 Garden tidying 
 Fencing & decking 
 Block paving 
 Exterior painting 
 Fascias, soffits & guttering cleaned or 

replaced 
 Patios 
 Driveways 

 
Contact Chris on 07870 265561 for your friendly 

local exterior & garden maintenance man with 
prices from as little as £15 

 

Suttons Garden & 
Exterior 

Maintenance 
 

K Boswell Building Services 
 
Bricklayer and general builder.  
23 years experience, fully insured. 
 
New builds, extensions, stonework, 
repointing, home improvements, 
patios, fencing. 
 
All jobs considered. Testimonials available. 
 
For your free, no obligation quote contact Kevin Boswell  
Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com 
 

 

Roger Bevan 
9 Town Close 
Sutton Courtenay 
OX14 4BA 

        For ALL your home improvements 
  

General Building Maintenance & Repairs Bathrooms Kitchens Windows Doors Conservatories Soffit Facias and 
Guttering Plumbing and Electrics 

Phone/Fax 01235 847582 
Mobile 07833 601333 
rogerbevan13@btinternet.com 
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BUILDING & GARDENING SERVICES 

Childs Contracts 
Painting & Decorating – Interior & Exterior 

Paperhanging – Domestic & Commercial 

Insurance Quotations/Estimates 

also 

Artexing – Coving – Plastering 

Tel: 01235 527000  

A friendly service guaranteed 

LING BUILDERS 
 

01235 848640 
07990 543692 

 

Reliable local builder established  over 20 years. 
 

All types of building and maintenance work 
undertaken 

Kitchen Fitting 
Patios, fencing and driveways 

Extensions and New Build 
  

No job too small 

Electrical Problems?   Call 

ROBERTS  
ELECTRICAL 

Domestic  ●  Commercial  ●  Industrial 
 

 Electrical Hard Wire Testing  
 Domestic Electrical Reports 
 Landlords Certificates 
 Portable Appliance Testing 
 Re-wires Full or Part  
 Extra Power or Lighting Points 
 Electrical Showers Complete 
 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms 
 Low Energy Lighting Installations 
 Data & Telephone Wiring 
 TV & Home Entertainment Installations 
 Heating Controls and Wiring 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 
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HEALTH, CARE & BEAUTY 

 

LADYGROVE DENTAL 
PRACTICE 

  
A friendly caring family practice offering 
quality affordable dental care a few minutes 
drive from Sutton Courtenay. 

  
 NHS children’s places available 

 Full range of cosmetic treatments 

 Sedation available for anxious 

patients 

 Emergency appointments 

8 Lostock Place, Didcot 
  

Telephone Karen on 01235 815000 

www.didcotdentist.co.uk 

enquiries@didcotdentist.co.uk 

 

 

PILATES CLASSES IN MILTON 
SMALL GROUPS & 1-1  

 
principalpilates.com 

carolinehunt@btinternet.com  
07758 814578 

 
 
                     
 
 
 
 

         

http://www.didcotdentist.co.uk�


           

PILATES 

YOGA CLASSES  

HEALTH, CARE & BEAUTY 
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Abingdon, St Ethelwold's House  

Tuesday 9 – 10 am (beginners) 

Abingdon, Guildhall  
Wednesday 8.45-10 am (intermediate) 

Clifton Hampden Village Hall 
Tuesday  5.30- 6.45 pm (beginners) 
Tuesday  7 – 8.30 pm (intermediate) 
One to one sessions available 

075 546 35 112  yogin67@gmail.com  

 www.nagy-yoga.com 

Opening at Abingdon 
School 26 April 2014 

 
Small group classes and private sessions in  

 Sutton Courtenay 
 Milton 
 Long Wittenham 
 
www.perkspilates.com  
susanne@perkspilates.com 
07710 847848  

mailto:yogin67@gmail.com�
http://www.nagy-yoga.com�
http://www.perkspilates.com�
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DO YOU NEED HELP AT HOME? 

I CAN OFFER A RANGE OF CARE SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY INCLUDING: 

ORGANISING MEALS, SHOPPING & LIGHT DOMESTIC DUTIES    

I CAN BE THE FRIENDLY FACE YOU NEED IF YOU JUST WANT TO CHAT 

PLEASE GIVE CARRIE A CALL 

01235 848853 OR 07778 036707 

References available 

HEALTH, CARE & BEAUTY 

 

Home Helpers Care Ltd 
  

25 The Nursery Sutton Courtenay Oxon OX14 4UA Tel: 01235 848822 Fax 01235 848688 
Established since 1993 

Providing Services in the South & Vale to Private Customers / Direct Payments Customers / 
Social Services Funded Customers & Independent Living Customers 

Comprehensive Range of Care Services, including Palliative Care / Day & Night Sitters / Meals / 
At Home Laundry / Shopping / Collecting Pensions / Paying Bills & Light Domestic tasks 
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HEALTH, CARE & BEAUTY 



DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in all good faith and every care is taken in its compilation. 
The organizers of the Sutton Courtenay News and its Agents therefore accept no responsibility for 
OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS 
ARISING WHATSOEVER from the publication. 

 
 

 
The better way  
to book your holiday 
 
Call:  01235 819121 
Email: info@johnallantravel.co.uk 
Visit:  128 Broadway.Didcot.OX11 8AB 
Surf:  www.johnallantravel.co.uk 
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