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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH

Sat 1 Community Brunch (p. 10) River Room 9:30-11:30
Every Sat The Abbey Café (p. 7) The Abbey 10:00-14:00
Sat 1 Lights. Camera. Action. (p. 10) River Room 19:30
Tue 4 Parish Council Meeting (p. 5) Village Hall 19:15
Thur 6 & 20 WeCare2 (p. 10) River Room 11:15-12:30
Fri 7 & 21 Bridge Afternoon (p. 10) River Room 14:00-17:00
Sat 8 Friends of All Saints’ Quiz (p. 11) Village Hall 19:30
Thur 13 Together in Stitches (p. 10) River Room 19:30-21:00
Thur 13 & 27 Community Café (p. 12) River Room 10:30-12:00
Sat 15 & 29 Talks in The Abbey (p. 6) The Abbey 11:00-13:00
Mon 17 Knit & Natter (p. 11) River Room 14:00-16:00
Fri 21, Sat 22 SCIDS — Much ado about Ali Baba (p. 11) Village Hall See advert
Sun 23 Music Open Day (p. 12) Matrix Book now
Sat 29 Movie Matinée (p. 10) River Room 16:00
Sun 30 All Saints’ Singers Concert (p. 11) Church 19:30

Previous copies of SCN are available on the website under Archives at suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk

APRIL 2025 SCN DEADLINE — WEDNESDAY 19™ MARCH 2025

Unless otherwise stated the Sutton Courtenay News copy deadline is the < Wednesday of the month.




VILLAGE CONTACTS

Rita Atkinson, 848694
ritaatkinson(@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
Stay & Play Toddler Group: Facebook page: (@SCstayandplay
Friends of All Saints’-Chair: Sue Jenkins 07885 437454

Parish Council Chair:

Matrix Music School: 847264

The Abbey: 847401

Village Hall — SC: scvillagehallbookings@googlemail.com
Cricket Club: drb71@hotmail.co.uk

WI - Sutton Courtenay:  kathyhead809(@gmail.com

Nordic Walking Group: ~ Graham Wells 847322

Churchmere Carp Synd.: Andy Barrett 07717 662039
DAMASCUS Youth Project: 848694

SC Local History Society: John Talbot sclhs.org.uk
enquiries@sclhs.org.uk

Morna Whitlock, 848335
morna28whitlock(@gmail.com
Kathy Harrop-Griffiths, 848230

secretary(@allsaintssingers.org

SCIDS (Drama Society):
All Saints Singers:

www.allsaintssingers.org
Sutton Courtenay Action: suttoncourtenayaction@gmaﬂ.com
Non-urgent Police, 101 or policing team email:
AbingdonOuterNHPT@thamesvalley. pnn.police.uk
Landfill Odours 0800 80 70 60

Environment Agency:

Thames Water (leaks): 0800 71 46 14
Police Anonymous Hotline: 0800 555 111
Power Cuts: 105
Websites:

Sutton Courtenay News: www.suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk
Parish Council:
Vale of White Horse DC: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Oxfordshire CC:
Villagc Hall:
Action Fraud:

Citizens Advice:

Www.suttoncourtcnay—pc. gov.uk

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
suttoncourtenayvillagehall.co.uk
www.actionfraud.police.uk
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

The Ministry Team
Rector: The Reverend Helen Kendrick
The Rectory, 3, Tullis Close, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BD

01235 848297 rector(@damascusparish.org.uk

Assistant Priest: The Reverend Rosie Bruce
07766 421773 rosie-bruce@hotmail.co.uk

Associate Priest: The Reverend Phil Sutton 01235 635476
or 07507 378737 revphil(@damascusparish.org.uk

Lay ministers: Jack Jarvis (831395) & Alex Landsbert (847443)
Authorised preacher: Paul James (848129)

Churchwarden: Hilary Otterburn (01235 834725)
Pro-Warden: Alison Budd (01235 527853)

Parish Office: 01235 847179 admin(@damascusparish.org.uk

For Services of Worship - Please see Page 8

VILLAGE HALL

Sutton Courtenay Village Hall is available to individuals and
Commercial users to hire for adult or children's parties as well as
other social/regular events. The hall has a bar/ kitchen area with
fridge and hot water urn. A smaller Committee room for
meetings/gatherings and a fully equipped Kitchen. Facilities
include Wifi, Projector screen, microphones and a music centre.
A Registered Charity, we are funded by the revenue from this hire
which is used to cover the cost of insurance, repairs and utilities.
To book the hall go to: suttoncourtenayvillagehall.co.uk and
follow the on screen prompts. If you need to contact the booking

clerk please email: scvillagehallbookings(@googlemail.com

SUTTON COURTENAY NEWS CONTACTS

Sutton Courtenay News is published by the editorial team, the
members of which are: Katherine Harrop-Griffiths (07946
474238), Kathy Whittaker (07966 512062) and Bernie Jones
(07761 375991). Bernie deals with all the advertising.

Sutton Courtenay News is printed with support from the Sutton
Courtenay Parish Council.

All contributions for the next edition should be emailed to
editor(@suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk or scmail07@gmail.com
Copy can also be posted in the mailbox on the outside the garden
door of Cross Trees, 1 Church Street before the copy deadline.
Otherwise, telephone us and we can arrange for collection of your
letter. To have any contribution published you must provide your
name & contact details to the editors. To advertise, telephone
07761 375991 or email advertising@suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk

For distribution enquiries please contact Sue on 847158 or any of
the editors.

The Editors have been contacted by people outside the village who
would like to continue receiving a copy of Sutton Courtenay
News. It can be viewed on-line at suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk but
please contact the editors to discuss what other arrangements can
be made for those unable to access the website.

POST OFFICE SERVICES

The nearest Post Office is at Milton, 11H Park Drive OX14 4RS
and is open Monday to Friday from 8.00 to 17.15 with a final
collection time of 16:45. It is closed on Saturday & Sunday.
Further afield there are Post Offices in Didcot (in WHSmith, 188
The Broadway OX11 8RN) & in Abingdon (5-13 West St. Helen
Street OX14 5BL) both of which are reasonably accessible by
public transport.

SUTTON COURTENAY DEFIBRILLATORS

The village has three defibrillators. One is located outside the
front roller doors of Sutton Courtenay Tyres on the High Street.
The second is outside the Football Clubhouse in the Recreation

Ground. The third is outside the Fish on Appleford Road.
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OLLY GLOVER MP

Given the awful weather we had in January,
I was so sorry to see how some constituents
once again faced flooding or the threat of it.
I have been in contact with our local councils

to ensure the concerns of constituents who
contact me are heard.

It has been a busy month in Parliament, with the opportunity
to speak up and debate local, national and, indeed,
Didcot
serving both urban and rural

international issues. In the and Wantage
constituency, [ am
communities, but many of the topics debated affect
constituents wherever they live. I voted in favour of support
for the women affected by the changes to retirement in the
WASPI Bill; in favour of the Climate and Nature Bill (which
so many of you contacted me about); and the Sunshine bill
that requires new homes to be fitted with solar panels at the
outset. I have asked questions about the shortage of
medication for those with epilepsy, ADHD and Parkinson’s
Disease. I was also able to applaud the work of small post

offices whilst arguing they need more support.

Education has featured heavily this month; with debates
about the critical need to improve the services for children
and young people with special needs. I enjoyed my visits to
local schools where I heard from the hard-working staff of
their concerns and difficulties but also saw the difference
they are making. The young women at Didcot Girls School
gave me a grilling as challenging as any I have seen in
parliament! I was also able to sing the praises of Bikeability
this month; a scheme in many of our schools that teaches

children to cycle safely.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Sutton Courtenay News needs a new volunteer
distributor for Tullis Close and Mill Lane. If you are
interested and want to know more please contact:
Lynnette by text to 07966490233

or email editor@suttoncourtenaynews.co ,uk

While the work in Parliament is serious, there can be lighter
moments — and so I was pleased to squeeze in a mention of
the divisive matter of mayonnaise on chips whilst discussing
the merits of Belgium, Switzerland and Norway! Much
closer to home, I have met constituents in my surgery as well
as spending time in the constituency hearing their concerns,
and more importantly trying to resolve them where I can.
Affordable housing, challenges around the management of
new housing estates and transport infrastructure feature
heavily, although I was pleased to see the Milton Park Local
Development Order come into fruition, and the new cycling
and transport infrastructure put in place.

Unsurprisingly, I have been contacted by many residents
concerned about the Chancellor’s recent statement and her
very public support for the planned reservoir. I continue to
push for a public inquiry — the anguish of those affected by
flooding and the rise in water bills is a clear signal that
Thames Water does not have the trust of those of us living

locally.

My team and I continue to serve constituents in addressing a
wide range of personal matters. Please contact me if you
need support or would like to meet or wish to invite me to
a local event (I can’t make them all but I try to fit in as many
as [ can)!

Contact: olly.glover.MPg@parliament.uk

For more regular updates, you can follow me on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OllyGloverLD/
and Bluesky:@ollyglover.bsky.social

SUTTON COURTENAY (NATIONAL POWER) TRUST

charitable purposes

of Sutton Courtenay

The Sutton Courtenay (National Power) Trust charity considers applications for grants to:
e Individuals living in Sutton Courtenay who are experiencing financial hardship

e Individuals living in Sutton Courtenay for education, recreation or other general
e Organisations based in Sutton Courtenay which operate for the benefit of the civil parish

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE CONSIDERED IN TOTAL CONFIDENCE

If you would like to know more & how to apply, please contact the Clerk to the Trustees either by:
email: clerk.scnpt@gmail.com
phone: 07778 284193 or writing to 8 Church Street, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4NJ
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

», Call for volunteers to setup a
“?_é} Sutton Courtenay Path

’ Maintenance Volunteers Group

Qj

g The Parish Council is very aware of the
importance and need to maintain parish footpaths as they
form a vital part of our parish’s amenities.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Access
team is responsible for maintenance of Public Rights of Way
in Oxfordshire. Due to Oxfordshire County Council’s
limited budget for the maintenance of Oxfordshire’s Public
Rights of Way a measure of self-help may be needed from us
as a community, in addition to active and timely reporting of
issues.

Access to information and reporting problems on our
footpaths

A map of the Public Rights of Way in our parish can be viewed
at:  publicrightsofway.oxfordshire.gov.uk/standardmap.aspx
and search ‘Sutton Courtenay’ under parish. There is a facility to
report problems on routes. All reports are acknowledged and
updates provided by the Countryside Access team.

You can also view a listing of the Public Rights of Way
with descriptions at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/ environment-and-
planning/ countryside / countryside-access/ public-rights-
way/ public-rights-way-online Select the file ‘S” from the list
labelled ‘Definitive Statements by parish’. Our parish reference
is 373.

A limited picture of some of the local footpaths is
reproduced opposite — a greater magnification and wider
area can be viewed through the Oxfordshire County Council
website that will display each footpath with its identifier
(format - parish reference/footpath number/section
number). Path furniture such as gates, signage and stiles can

also be viewed on the interactive map.

Initiatives by the Ramblers Association

The Parish Council has been investigating voluntary schemes
for the regular maintenance of footpaths, currently setup
across the county, and have contacted the Ramblers
Association.

(a) Voluntary Path Clearance Groups

Discussions were held with the coordinator for the Vale Path
Volunteers which is the footpath maintenance team of the
Vale of White Horse Ramblers Group. Vale Path Volunteers
are a group of volunteers who work with the approval of the
Oxfordshire County Council Countryside Access team.
They clear vegetation, such as brambles and tree branches,
which obstruct the use of the Public Rights of Way in the
Vale of White Horse District Council area.

The Vale Path Volunteers coordinator kindly came
out to walk some of the footpaths in Sutton Courtenay. His
verdict was, ‘currently, the paths walked are not sufficiently
restricted by vegetation to warrant a visit by the Vale Path
Volunteers, but I am sure that in time they will be. When

you feel that vegetation is close to causing a problem, please
let me know, and I will conduct a recce with a view to
arranging a work session by the Vale Path Volunteers’.
However, it should be borne in mind that this is a small
voluntary group that covers the whole of the Vale and there
may be long waiting times before our requests could be
serviced. Remedial work needed to improve the surface of
the footpaths is not within the remit of these volunteer
groups.

A person wishing to join the Vale Path Volunteers
does not have to be a member of the Ramblers Association.
However, they would be expected to participate in all Vale
Path Volunteers activities, not just those related to one
specific location, such as Sutton Courtenay.

Another excellent example of a voluntary footpath

gI’Ollp

chilternsociety.org.uk/ path-maintenance/

maintenance can be found at

(b) Parish Path Warden scheme

The Ramblers Association also have a Parish Path Warden
scheme run by Oxfordshire Ramblers (in partnership with
Oxfordshire County Council and others). It is volunteer-
based and co-ordinated, on behalf of Oxfordshire County
Council, by the Oxfordshire Ramblers Association.

The purpose of the Parish Path Warden scheme is to
keep Oxfordshire's Public Rights of Way open for easy use
by reporting any path problems e.g. vegetation overgrowth,
difficult stile, locked gate, collapsing footbridge, path not
made good after ploughing etc. This does involve walking
all the paths at least once each in summer and winter. The
Parish Path Warden is given a large scale (1:10,000) map of
the parish, which contains details of all the Public Rights of
Way, including their reference numbers. The scheme helps
in developing a strong working relationship the Oxfordshire
County Council Countryside Access team who organise an
annual meeting for all Wardens to give an update and discuss
any generic issues. A parish can have more than one Parish
Path Warden.

Setting up a volunteer group for path clearance in
Sutton Courtenay

The Ramblers Association provides guidance and training for
those who would like to set up a footpath clearance group.
The coordinator of the Vale Path Volunteers group has
offered to provide advice and guidance as needed. There is a
range of information on the Ramblers Association website
including Risk Assessments, Code of Practice, and advice
regarding equipment, ranging from saws and loppers to
power tools.

The Parish Council would support such a group by
arranging for collection of bagged arisings from the
clearance. Grants to buy the equipment can be sourced. A
secure place to store the equipment could be investigated. If
you are interested in starting up such a group please get in
touch with the Clerk to the Parish Council, Jennie Currie
(details opposite).
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
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Council meetings and contact details

Members of the public are welcome to attend Council
meetings. The dates of the next meetings are Tuesday 4t
March, Tuesday 1* April and Tuesday 6" May at 7.15pm.
Meetings are normally held in the Committee Room at Sutton
Courtenay Village Hall.

The agenda for the meeting will be published on the
Council’s website www.suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk and on the
noticeboards located outside Hari & Esha News, High Street;
near Costcutter, Bradstocks Way; and on the open space at
Skylark Fields.

Councillors: Rita Atkinson (chairman), Robert Dalby
(vice chairman), Teresa Field, Paul Galliver, Father Morkos,
Joanna O’ Callaghan, Lia Plowman, Ian Pratley, Hugo Raworth
and Jason Warwick. There is currently one vacancy.
Correspondence should be sent to the Clerk, Jennie Currie,
Sutton Courtenay Parish Council, ¢/o 44 Harrington Close,
Newbury, RG14 2RQ info(@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
07495 123 353. Alternatively, you can contact Councillors
directly, their email addresses are on the website.

The Friends of All Saints’ Church

Can you help us?

We need the use of a sizeable garden in which we can
erect a couple of large tents and some gazebos with
seating for about 80 for a Sunday lunch in June/July.

Our team does all the work.

The Friends of All Saints” Church is a charity formed of
people who are passionate about preserving the
wonderful 12th Century Grade 1 listed Church we have
in our village for future generations to enjoy.

One of our annual events is a delightful Garden Party
in the Summer. However, we have not yet been able to
secure a venue for this year’s party.

If you have a garden we could use for this charity event

and want more information please contact

Sue Jenkins on 07885 437454 S]Jenkins33(@aol.com
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THE ABBEY

The Abbey Café

Our popular cafe reopens on the 8" of March. We’ve been
busy hosting some retreats but can’t wait to welcome you
back on Saturdays from 10 am to 2pm. So check our website
for the menu or for any updates.

Bring your friends and enjoy a selection of delicious
homemade cakes or a light brunch in our beautiful medieval
hall with piano live music.

Saturday talks at The Abbey
Last November, we were pleased to launch our Saturday
talks as part of our educational programme. You can find the
full list of events on our website and social media pages.
This month, we welcome Pauline Rudd on the 15%
March and Kevan Martin on the 29" March who will share
their knowledge and expertise. Pauline Rudd is an Emeritus
and Fellow of the
Biomolecular and Biomedical Research at University College

Professor Conway Institute of
Dublin — she will be talking about the interface between
science, nature, and faith. Kevan Martin is the co-founder of
the Thames Valley Wildflower Meadow Restoration Project
and he will share his experience of developing a connected
community approach to landscape-scale restoration.

Please check our website for more details.

We're open to approaches too, so please contact us
if you have an idea for a suitable talk. These events will be
held in the Library from 11am to 1pm on Saturdays.

Volunteering at the Abbey
The walled garden
We are developing a great team of volunteer gardeners If

you have a few hours to spare each week and want to help us

ik o

Bring your friends and enjoy
homemade cakes or a light lunch
in a magical place!

%, EVERY SATURDAY ¥,
10AM TO 2PM N

THE AHHI \ SUT I:()N( COURTENAY

SATURDAY TALKS AT THE ABBEY
Towards the healing of a wounded world
Communication, partnership and the gifts of the spirit
Saturday 15th March 2025, 11am - 1 pm
A reflection after 2 years of living in solitude
in the Wicklow mountains
Speaker: Pauline M. Rudd
Price £10 (including coffee/tea)

Please book at eventbrite.co.uk/e/ 1247317723889
All proceeds will be donated to the Abbey charity

SATURDAY TALKS AT THE ABBEY
“Networking for Nature”
Saturday 29™ March 2025, 11am — 1 pm
Speaker: Kevan Martin
Price £10 (including coffee/tea)
Please book at eventbrite.co.uk/e/ 1253811206069
Al proceeds will be donated to the Abbey charity

care for our beautiful walled garden, we’d love to hear from
you. Gardening experience is not necessary. Come and
spend time in this special garden and enjoy working with
other volunteers and make new friends.

Please contact Pascaline at: welcome(@theabbey.uk.com or
by phone: +44 (0)1235 242 283 for any questions. You can
also visit our FB page “The Abbey Sutton Courtenay” or our

Instagram account (@theabbeysuttoncourtenay

THE ABBEY OFFICE OPENING TIMES:
Weekdays

VOLUNTEERS

® NEEDED ‘5?
IO o the dbse,

Got some time on
your hands to give to
a worthwhile cause?
Then why not help us
in our beautiful
walled garden.

CONTACT US:
welcome@theabbey.uk.com
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ADYP

The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project

Regatered Charty 1098906

et S

Youth & Community Acting Together

Our Wednesday evening sessions (6.30pm to 7.45pm)
continue in the Village Hall. Alfie Turner and Harvey
Hudspeth are delivering activities supported by Trustees
Roxy Elford and Rita Atkinson. Both Alfie and Harvey, have
been beneficiaries of ADYP and, once again, we are proud

of the way our young people give back and lead by example

to support younger people in the community.

Taking the ‘healthy or unhealthy’ quiz to trigger discussions
around protective behaviours to develop skills and build
resilience to make positive choices in relationships.

Keeping fit with ‘Just Dance’ on an old Wii console
— it still works!

Other news - Trustees are currently recruiting for a
qualified senior youth and community worker.

ADYP Drop-in: Wednesdays 6:30—7:45 pm
at Sutton Courtenay Village Hall

Instagram: Abingdon.damascus.youthproject
Website: www.ycat.org.uk
Email: alfict.adyp(@gmail.com
Phone: 01235 848694

RSPB YVOWH LocAL GRouUP

The RSPB Local Group (Vale of White
Horse) will be returning to the River Room,
by the church, Sutton Courtenay for the

RSPB

March meeting. We also do monthly wildlife
walks.

We have opened up our photo competition, rules and an
entry form are on the local group website www.rspb-
vwh.org.uk Entries should be emailed to Mike Haddrell
(mikehaddrell@gmail.com) by 17 March. The images will
be judged by Ben Andrew at the River Room meeting on 28
April, which is one of the upcoming events:

* Talk 17th Mar: The Ridgeway (John Tyler, River Room &
Zoom)

* Walk 30th Mar: Farmoor

* Walk 27th Apr: Greenham Common

* Talk 28th Apr: Photographing Birds, Ben Andrew (River
Room only)

* 12th May: AGM and Members' Evening (River Room only)

* Walk 25th May: Otmoor
* Walk 22nd June: Greenham Common (evening, nightjars etc)

With not much of the 24/25 season left to go, we have now
reduced new membership to £10 for adults (whether or not
you are an RSPB member), and free for under-16s. This
covers our programme of monthly talks and wildlife walks,
and a quarterly e-Newsletter. If you prefer to attend an
individual talk, you can do this as a non-member for £5 per
talk. You can join using the form on our website (under
"Contacts"): www.rspb-vwh.org.uk, or at a meeting (cash,
cheque or bank transfer). For meetings with an option to join

via Zoom, members receive the link via email a few days
beforehand.
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
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[T The
DAMASCUS
| Parish

Drayton | Apclefond | Mt
Sution Courendy | Steventon

St Peter’s, Drayton

St Peter & St Paul, Appleford

St Blaise, Milton

All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay

St Michael and All Angels, Steventon

From the Ministry Team

¢ i f Dear Friends,

v‘,@’) During this month of March, the
L church is in preparation for Easter. It is
a time called Lent, which is like Advent for Christmas, a time
when Christians seck to refresh, renew or strengthen their
faith. It is part of that faith journey Dov was writing about in his
letter to you last month. Advent looks forward to the birth of
Jesus, of God coming to us. Lent reflects on Jesus’ trial,
suffering and sacrifice of his life. The joy of Christmas turns into
the sorrow of Lent and then turns into the joy of Easter. This is
the great mystery of faith “Christ has died, Christ is risen and
Christ will come again”.

The Old Testament prophet Malachi (3:1-5), warns of
this future event, saying that when the Lord comes he will judge
against those who do harm to others. There is a long list which
includes those who would “thrust aside the widow and orphan
(the vulnerable), the alien foreigner (the refugee), those who
bear false witness (the liars)”. Throughout scripture in both the
Old and the New Testament, the message is clear, that we must
look after and take care of each other.

My Grandmother taught me that charity begins at
home. I am now beginning to understand how true this really
is, because without it our communities and our lives would be
the poorer. Our villages are fortunate to have many social and
recreational opportunities such as the village hall, sports clubs,
art, drama and singing groups, warm spaces, green spaces, the
DAMASCUS Youth Project, the village magazine you are
reading, to name but a few. All of these, including the parish
councils, are there because people volunteer themselves and
others support them.

In the Damascus parish, the ministry team are able to
provide services every Sunday at various different times in each
village, because of the help and support of volunteers. Jesus
gives us only two rules to live by, the first commandment is to
love God and the second to love one another. Simple yet hard.
However, we can all be that “charity” that begins at home, the
place where you live. Our communities need volunteers and
supporters to take care of each other and to look after our
environment. If you are not one of these yet, hopefully you will
soon be benefitting from being one.

Heavenly Father,
Thank you for our village and for every person who lives here.
Help us to care more for our community, to share your love,
and to stand for your truth. Amen

The Reverend Rosie Bruce

Services of Worship

Ist Sunday: Family service at 11:00 am

2nd Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 11:00am +Junior Church
3rd Sunday: Morning Worship at 11:00am + Junior Church
4th Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 11:00am + Junior Church
5th Sunday: Special services across the Damascus Parish —
please see church noticeboard for details

CHURCH DIARY FOR MARCH

Saturday 1*— 9:30-11:30 Community Brunch, River
Room WARM SPACE

19:30-21:00 - ‘Lights, Camera, Action” — an illustrated
talk by former Churchwarden, Fred Cubbage, on British
Film Locations in the River Room. Entrance by donation.
Drinks and nibbles available. Raising money for the All
Saints” Tower Appeal.

Tuesday 4" - SHROVE TUESDAY — 17:00-19:00
Pancake Party at St Blaise, Milton — child friendly — all
welcome.

Wednesday 5" — ASH WEDNESDAY — 19:30 Holy
Communion with the Imposition of Ashes to mark the
beginning of Lent, All Saints’ Church.

Saturday 8th Marriage Preparation Day for all those
getting married in the DAMASCUS Parish in 2025.
19:00 Friends of All Saints’ Quiz Night in the Village Hall
Monday 10" — 19:30 The DAMASCUS Parochial
Church Council Meeting, St Blaise, Milton

Tuesday 11" —
Meeting, River Room

Wednesday 12 — 19:30 Lent Group, River Room
Thursday 13" — 10.30-12 noon Community Café,
River Room. WARM SPACE. 19:30 Together in
Stitches, River Room. WARM SPACE.

Wednesday 19™ — 19:30 Lent Group, River Room
Wednesday 26™ — 19:30 Lent Group, River Room
Thursday 27" - 10.30-12 noon Community Café¢,
River Room. WARM SPACE.

Saturday 29" — 16:00 Movie Matinee, River Room
WARM SPACE

Sunday 30% - MOTHERING SUNDAY — 11:00 Family
Service for Mothering Sunday — come and receive a posy

19:30 Vicar’s Fun Day Planning

of flowers as a gift of love. 19:30 All Saints’ Singers’
Concert, All Saints’ Church

CHURCH DIARY FOR APRIL

Friday 4% _ 9:30 Sutton Courtenay CofE Primary
School Easter Service, All Saints’ Church

Saturday 5" — 9:30-11:30 Community Brunch, River
Room WARM SPACE
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

Holy Baptism

We send our best wishes and congratulations to the following
who were welcomed into the family of the church through
baptism:

12" Jan 2025 — Louwen Anthony Willoughby WELLSTEAD
19th]an 2025 — Mia Ella ROBINSON

Both services conducted by the Reverend Dov Whittle

LENT 2025 in the DAMASCUS Parish
We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday (5™ March) with a
service of Holy Communion and the Imposition of
Ashes at 19:30 in All Saints" Church, Sutton Courtenay.
Lent Groups will begin on Wednesday 12" March at
7.30pm in the River Room. Please see advert for
details. To register an interest in attending please
email admin(@damascusparish.org.uk

or ‘phone 01235 847179.

Easter Lilies

At Easter we provide an opportunity to
remember loved ones with a display of
lilies in church. If you would like to
make a donation towards the cost of this
year's lilies in memory of someone,
please put your donation in an envelope
with the name(s) of those to be
remembered and deliver to Ann White
at 24 Frilsham Street before Friday 18th April. A list of those
remembered will be on display in Church.

DAMASCUS Parish online prayer meeting

A time to gather together online to praise our Father God,
to listen to Jesus, and to join the Spirit in interceding for
each other, our community, our country, our world.

Interested? We meet on-line everyTuesday at 07.45 - 08.15

Please contact: DAMASCUSonlineprayer(@gmail.com

“they raised their voices together in prayer to God. ..
After they prayed.....” things began to happen!
Acts 4:24,31

m Answering your questions about faith

AND LENT 2025

in the DAMASCUS Parish

This Lent, explore what it means to be human and what it
means to be baptised as a Christian. The two questions
belong very closely together.

SEE

Come and See is for people exploring faith and Christians
who have been coming to church for years. You'll receive
a daily email and a weekly short video in Lent. Come and
See how these life-giving reflections will enrich your life.

If you would like to join our in-person Lent Group in the
DAMASCUS Parish then come along:

River Room, All Saints’ Church, Sutton Courtenay
Wednesdays 19:30-21:00
12, 19, 26 March & 2, 9, 16 April 2025

Please sign up on the lists at the back of each of our
churches or email admin@damascusparish.org.uk or
‘phone 01235 847179 so we have an idea of numbers.
We look forward to welcoming you.

Vicar’s Fun Day 2025

We are hoping to hold another Vicar’s Fun Day on the
Village Green
(subject to permission from the Parish Council)

on Bank Holiday Monday 26" May 2025.

At this stage we are just trying to gather together some
volunteers who would be happy to help in the planning
and running of the day. If you would like to volunteer
in any capacity and / or have any ideas we would love
to hear from you.

Please contact Helen at rector(@damascusparish.org.uk
or phone the parish office on 01235 847179.

We are planning to raise money for the restoration of
the bells in All Saints’ Church and for the creation of
safer access to the tower and ringing chamber to ensure
the bells can be safely rung for generations to come.

WARM SPACES in Sutton Courtenay
We are continuing to offera WARM WELCOME SPACE
in the River Room at various times and dates in March.
Where these are indicated on the individual adverts this
means that the event is free and open to all. We offer free
WiFi and kitchen facilities from which simple free
refreshments are served.
If you would like to make use of a warm space just turn up

or contact either: rector(@damascusparish.org.uk or ring
the Parish Office on 01235 847179 for more information.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

\/

.

Community Café in the River Room
D

vEw

Run by the church for the whole community
Thursday 13* March
Thursday 27" March (for Water Aid)
from 10:30-12:00
all welcome!

Why not drop by for coffee or tea & delicious
homemade cake & conversation and to browse
the books or jigsaw puzzles on offer?

This is part of the WARM SPACE initiative- - Open
to all —a good place to meet with friends or make
new ones. If you need transport to and from the
church please ‘phone the Parish Office on 01235
847179

S

LIGHTS. CAMERA. ACTION.
An Illustrated Presentation on Eng]ish Film and TV

Locations

Saturday 1* March 2025 at 7.30pm
River Room, All Saints’ Church, Sutton Courtenay
With Drinks and Nibbles
Donations Welcomed

Raising money for the Tower and Bell Appeal

MOVIE MATINEES
The next Movie Matinee in the River Room
(A WARM SPACE) is on
Saturday 29" March 2025 — 4pm
For a full programme to be sent to you please
email: admin@damascusparish.org.uk

or pick one up from the back of the church

Entry is free and refreshments are available.

COMMUNITY BRUNCH
The NEXT Community Brunch will be from
9:30-11:30
in the River Room, All Saints’ Church
Saturday 1* March
Bacon and Sausage Butties with Vegetarian and

GF/Dairy Free options. Croissants and pastries. Fruit
and Granola. Fruit Juice. And plenty of coffee and tea!
FREE - WARM SPACE
ALL WELCOME!

(Donations welcome — surplus funds go to the
Abingdon Food Bank)

This is a small and gentle group welcoming
people with dementia, their carers and those
older members in the village who live alone and
would enjoy an hour in company.

We meet in the River Room, All Saints' Church,
Sutton Courtenay on the first and third
Thursday each month, from 11.15 to 12.30.
Transport can be arranged if needed.

The group has a cup of coffee/tea and we try
varied armchair exercises and then finally sing
together some well-known traditional songs.

Music is recognised as being so beneficial to
positive mental activity.

If you are interested and would like more
information please phone/contact

Morna 07787 521039/morna28whitlock@gmail.com

BRIDGE AFTERNOONS

Come and play bridge on the 1* and 3" Friday
afternoons in the River Room from 2-5pm with a cup of
tea and a piece of cake - £5
Tables, cards and score cards all provided
Just come along and we make up tables based on
experience/choice. All standards of play welcome —
from experienced players to those who are ‘just in need
of a refresher’, ‘very rusty’ or learning.

Rubber or Chicago — you choose
Come and join us
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

KNIT AND NATTER

Afternoons of chat and crft

Come along with your own knitting / sewing /
craft and enjoy free refreshments and company.

Every 3" Monday of the month 2:00 — 4:00pm

The River Room, All Saints’ Church, The Green,
Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, OX14 4AE

Tel: 01235 847179 for more information

Friends Of All Saints’ Church

QUIZ EVENING

Saturday 8" March @ 7.30pm
in Sutton Courtenay Village Hall

We invite you to take part in our annual Quiz evening
Table of 8 @ £12 per person

to include supper

Please contact:
Sue Jenkins 07885 437454
or Sllenkins33@aol.com to book a table

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

THE RIVER ROOM
All Saints' Church, Sutton Courtenay OX14 4AE
This attractive, light and modern room, with adjacent well-
equipped kitchen, entrance foyer & two WCs (one
accessible) is perfect for group meetings or private parties.
Capacity: 40 seated to 80 standing.

Plus — projector, complete A/V system, digital piano
All enquiries: 01235 847179
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FRIDAY 21 MARCH 6.30pm

SATURDAY 22 MARCH 2.00pm & 6.30pm
Sutton Courtenay Village Hall

Music Director

All Saints' Singers
Sebastian Thomson

Sutton Courtenay

Birahinis
Eintdeutsches

Requierm

All Saints’ Church
Sutton Courtenay

Sunday
30th March 2025
7:30 pm

Tickets £15

From:
chairman@allsaintssingers.org,

Hari & Esha's, Sutton Courtenay,

The Bookstore, Bury Street, Abingdon

More info: allsaintssingers.org




COMMUNITY EVENTS

?

S i ers
All Saims SuE ?

Ouil?2

? ?

+ Ploughman's Supper

? Make up tables of 8 -
' £12 per person
Saturday 26th April 2025 @ 7:00 pm
Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
Tickets from a choir member or
)  chairman@allsaintssingers.org
y Charity Number: 1061056

Together in Stitches
Do you wish you could find time for craft
projects?
Would you like a fun evening, meeting like-
minded people in Sutton Courtenay?
If so, Together in Stitches is for you!

Bring your craft project, whatever that may be, &
come & enjoy a chat (and possibly a glass of wine)
Second Thursday in the month
(7:30-9pm, River Room)

For more information ‘phone 01235 847179
or just turn up!

NORDIC WALKING

With a qualified instructor
Wednesdays & Fridays from 09:30 at the Sutton
Courtenay Recreation Ground (OX14 4AR)
For more information contact Graham Wells

\

at graymar. wells@btopenworld.com'

Another lovely
Milton Minors
Playgroup
session today.

Every
Wednesday
9/30 till
11/30am.

Come along
and join us!

£4 per session

including
refreshments.
Milton Methodist Church Hall
Milton High Street, OX14 4E) —

@ YAMAHA

Ah
WMATRIX  vamara music scHooL

MUSIC SCHOOL & ARTS CENTRE

Come and try our engaging music courses
on Sunday 23 March - book now!

Children start their music journey with us between
the ages of 2 - 7 and can continue through to 18

Matrix Arts Centre
Sutton Courtenay OX14 4UA
www.matrixartscentre.org.uk
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Thank you from Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
Trustees

On Saturday 25® January 2025, the village hall came alive to the
sound of over 90 people dancing reels, jigs and hornpipes to the
music of a distinguished Ceilidh band. It was Burns Night after

all, and it was the 265" anniversary of the great Scottish poet's
birth.

This is the fourth year that Carolyn Fox and her team have
organised the event, and each year it grows in popularity. It
certainly qualifies as an established event in the village's
calendar.

The trustees are immensely grateful to Carolyn and her team
and all those who supported the event, as one of the causes they
support, in their fundraising, is the Village Hall. £650 was
donated to the village hall funds for further improvements.

It is a lot of work, and each year Carolyn takes a deep breath
before diving into the excellent organisation of the event.
Carolyn said, 'If I ever waver, I remember dear Tammy who
encouraged me to start the event 4 years ago and was my biggest
supporter and helper. If I have ever thought about not
continuing, I can hear her voice telling me what a wonderful
event it is and how I must continue.” Indeed, Tammy did so
much to encourage all of us to do more within our community.

We are grateful to all who support and make the event such
fun.

Fun Fact: In 2009, Burns became the first person to appear

on a commemorative Coca-Cola bottle.

Sutton Courtenay Village Hall Trustees

Scouts ”‘O"

PLEASE VOTE FOR THE SCOUT
GROUP AT TESCO

The 26th Abingdon Scout Group, based in Sutton
Courtenay, has been selected for the Tesco Stronger
Starts campaign. We are aiming to buy camping
equipment for the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts so that
they can take part in weekend, and longer,
expeditions.

Please pop your blue tokens into our pot when you
shop at Tesco in Abingdon or Grove. Voting is open
now and lasts until the end of March.

THANK YOU!

Stronger TESCO

r o 7 7 7 4

Sta rtS. Every Lintle holps

FROM THE EDITOR

How to help us with your submissions

Dear Reader,

We absolutely love the contributions we get — the news, the
comments, and especially, the posters and photos. As I am
sure you are aware, we are juggling with limited space and
limited time. We try to give every contribution the best
exposure we can, and we are always mindful of our readers
and try to ensure everything is legible. There are some ways
in which you could help when submitting contributions for
the editorial section.

Posters

Posters add a splash of colour and interest and really lift our
magazine. Please keep sending them in. Your designs are
great!

However, we do have one request and that is to bear in mind
the size of the columns in our magazine — 9.15 cm width.
When you design your poster shrink it down to check that it
remains legible - a whopping size 20 font can shrink to an
unreadable size 8. Ideally, printed font should be size 12 for
good legibility but size 11 is acceptable. Smaller than this and
you need to think carefully about your audience and their
eyesight. We are happy to advise. Where we can, we may
change the text size to make it legible without spoiling your
design. If we can’t, we will get back to you with suggestions.
We can use submissions in jpg, png, pdf and Word formats.

Posters in portrait orientation will get better exposure.

Text Contributions

Please send us these in Word format if at all possible. Text
in the body of the email is manageable, but pdf format is not
helpful because we have to reformat it and that can take time.
We love the photos that bring the text alive but be aware
that they will be reduced in size to fit our columns — we just

do not have unlimited space!

If you don’t have access to Word or any of the software
mentioned above, please don’t let that stop you contacting
us and giving us your news and views — we accept
handwritten letters and can take copies of precious photos
and return them to you. We love hearing from you.

If you have a query please phone one of us or email (see
Sutton Courtenay News Contacts on Page 2) and we will be

pleased to help.

And please ensure that contributions are with us by 5:00 pm
on the third Wednesday of the month —
time we need to get on with the job!

Thank you,

this allows us the

Editor

PAGE 13



CoOunNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

With Mad March upon us, it is time to look to spring and a new
year.

Recently I went to London with my family to join the
Chinese New Year celebrations, and it struck me as positively
uplifting at the end of winter to coincide the timing of new year
celebrations with the start of spring and signs of new life, as is
apparently quite common in some other cultures. I look
forward to our local rituals like the chance to see new lambs on
a local farm. Following the new year theme, our councils have
just debated and agreed the budgets for the new year too. This
year’s budget is much the same as last year, as in reality,
although the sums are large, there is very little wriggle room to
do anything new or different. Both district and county are well
run financially and have balanced budgets. However, the
county has found more money for repairing roads — and ideally
making a more permanent job of it than the frequent fire-
fighting temporary pot hole repairs that seem be to needed just
to keep things ticking over. Oxfordshire, believe it or not, is
ahead of many councils in the UK, in that it is trying to prioritise
enough money to keep the status quo, and we have also found
some money to move from fire-fighting to more, better, and
more permanent repairs. The other headline I want to share is
that the county has also found new budget for flood alleviation
work, which is much needed as this is now an annual theme for
our Thames-side communities.

You, like me, might have received a letter recently
from Thames Water announcing large rises in their water bills
to pay for long neglected infrastructure improvements.
Although approved by Ofwat, the rises are large, and a bad
omen for what might be coming with the mega-expensive new
strategic Oxford reservoir for the South East, to which we have

THAMES WATER

An essential new reservoir for the
South East

As we move into the Spring, our teams will be
undertaking a range of environmental surveys to support the
next steps in the reservoir design. This involves surveying
the local trees and ecology. Additionally, we’ve started our
archaeological assessments with oversight from technical
experts, digging shallow trenches in nearby fields to explore
any potential findings. These works are necessary to ensure
we document and preserve anything of archaeological
significance below the surface of the ground. All topsoil is
being carefully stored and will be replaced once the surveys
have been completed. You may notice our work from the
public footpaths.

Our clay compaction trial at Hanney Road continues,
and following the creation of the borrow pit, we are planning
to test the clay in March 2025, when the weather is drier. For
more details or questions, visit our website for updates:

www. thames-wrmp.co.uk/projects/sesro/

been objecting as excessive and inappropriate because, if they
fixed our current infrastructure and improved water
management to standards seen in the best developed countries,
it would not be needed. Sight of the new bill increases really
rubs this in, as this is just a taster of annual mega price hikes for
years to come to pay for the new reservoir. We continue to
hold Thames Water to account for a better deal.

Looking forward to the rest of the year, the way local
councils are run is changing with the devolution bill, with plans
to be submitted by November. For us, this means by the end of
2028, Vale of White Horse District Council will be merged
into Oxfordshire County Council. So, it’s not really devolution
to local areas. But it may be beneficial in terms of economies of
scale and other efficiencies. We have yet to see. Restructures
can take a lot of time and effort and having been through a lot
of restructures personally in the private sector, and knowing
how gruelling they can be, my sympathies are with our council
staff, who must do their best to navigate how central
government want to restructure local services, without
adversely impacting the current delivery of high-quality
services. Beyond this, the new government are keen to create
more strategic combined authorities ideally led by a mayor —
like in big cities. However, Oxfordshire is less convinced this
will be beneficial for us, as we are a far cry from a big city with
different challenges and demographics. On the plus side, one
must believe that this long overdue new government are
delivering changes now that are long overdue. I will keep you
posted on how this pans out.

See you in the Spring!

Councillor Peter Stevens
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for ages 9+

Give your child
a skill they will
never forget and
get them cycling
confidently.

8. OXFORDSHIRE OXFORDSHIRE

S FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE COUNTY COUNCIL

Bikeability
If'a school hasn’t signed up and there is interest from parents
or teachers, the Bikeability team can help. Email
Bikeability(@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Find out more: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cycletraining

EASY SUDOKU MEDIUM SUDOKU
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Discover the world with us
Let me be your source for holiday inspiration, contact me today
for a free, no obligation quote and we can arrange a call or face
to face chat if preferred

WE CAN BOOK :

Family Holidays Cruises

Couple Holidays & Honeymoons Staycations

Hotels & Resorts Tours & Excursions

Villas & Apartments Activities Free long stay
Safaris Skiing siFakt A parking

on your first
booking
over £3,000

plus Transfers / Car Hire / Car Parking

Why use a travel agent ?
Expertise - we have knowledge of destinations, trends and save you the hassle of
extensive research, we attend regular supplier and industry events | personally have
travelled to over 44 countries and have extensive knowledge of safaris and cruises
Time Saving - Agents take care of the details, allowing you to look forward to and
enjoy your trip

Exclusive Offers - Agents often have access to deals that are not available to the
general public

Personalisation - Every traveller’s needs are unique and Agents tailor experiences to
fit your preference

Contact : Jo-Anne Newell

www.suttoncourtenaytravel.co.uk
Rest Assured our

bookings

@ 07540 623957 are ATOL & ABTA

protected (not all

. online booking
@ sites are)
suttoncourtenaytraveleoutlook.com
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C k W d & Let us create the ideal dining table, a statement
On erS OO apothecary, an outdoor bench, maybe a stool,
side table or serving board. It could be something

MEtaI C rafts I_td you've always been looking for or maybe the

perfect gift...

BesPOke furniture and items Hayley & Eddie, Conkers, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EQ
fOI' YOUI' home and garden 07986 644851 / info@woodandmetalcrafts.com

@ woodandmetalcraits.com ) conkerswoodandmetalcrafts @) conkerswoodandmetalcraits
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Explore the world, experience everything and discover new and exciting

places. At Not Just Travel it’s our job to make your travel dreams a s

L s ) AN L for a quote
reality. We offer you a bespoke and tailored service that saves you g today!
time and takes the stress out of booking online. I'll manage your i 07738 985807
booking from start to your return home. NOT JUST
Member of Hays Travel IG  ABTA & ATOL protected. TRAVEL

Tel or WhatsApp: 07738 985807 < EXPLORE. EXPERIENCE.
Email: gurlie.lonsdale@notjusttravel.com ]

Web: www.gurlielonsdale.notjusttravel.com

Facebook: Gurlie Lonsdale — Not Just Travel

WINDOW REPAIR

—— COMPANY ——

THE WINDOW REPAIR &
RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

= Sash and casement windows restored
= Rotten and failing wood replaced

= Professional paint finish inside and out
= Failed putty and glazing replaced

= All types of glazing supplied and installed
= Specialists in wood treatments,
varnishes and finishes

= Fineo vacuum glazing specialists

= Secondary glazing supplied and fitted

Call 0788560403 for a free estimate,

or for more information visit our website e
. . ; i exraGLAZE E
www.oxfordwindowrepair.com Sl | Setilalnaing

MATHEWS & SON

JLDA oiiai : GREENGROCERS
bidng design 5 Harwell Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BN
Transforming Homes & Spaces by Design Veg Boxes '
. . . Fruit Baskets
Planning Applications B e
Building Regulations Fruit Hampers

Herbs & Exotics

v nstruction Drawings
. Co o 9 Daﬂy Deliveries

New Builds & Extensions
Loft & Garage Conversions
Internal Alterations

"JLDA has done 3 designs for us. The first one MAKING MOSAICS TOGETHER

Tel: 01235 848239 Mobile: 0795 8534183
Email: mathewsandson@hotmail. co.uk

has transformed our lives. The work was of the
highest quality and the level of service g

excellent." ‘PEACE BY PIECFE’ y ;
. 8. 0.0 .6 ¢ .
@ The River Room, SC

Call now for a )
Small
Free Consultation: 01869 349825 mall, supportive groups

Email: design@jlda.co.uk .
Visit: www.jlda.co.uk emmacavell22 @gmail

Helping You Create a Better Home www.emmacavellart.com r

All materials included
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T Kitchens

swedemade uk Ceplacaments
sl | bathrooms

shelving & storage

wardrobes
made to measure

small builds

01865 864 636
07932 627 092
07712 779 753
swedemade.co.uk

Swedemade UK are your local kitchen
craftsmen. We have been supplying &
fitting kitchens and wardrobes since 1997.
In Cumnor no two houses are the same,
s0, no matter what the size of the kitchen or
your budget we can deliver a professional
job with a quality finish. Give John or Claes
a call before you pop in and see us or
email us info@swedemade.co.uk

W

S5 Contact Walfinch
Walf"]Cl] kam@walfinch.com

REDEFINING HOME CARE 01235 352 776

Walfinch Oxfordshire
Has Capacity

+ Working nights in most areas
* Minimum 30minute visits
+ Live in care, anywhere in Oxfordshire

* More than two hourly visits, we can do in most areas.

Postcodes

0X1, 0OX2, 0X3, OX4, OX5, 0X10, OX11, OX12,
0X13, 0X14, 0X18, 0X28, OX 29, RG17, RG18,
RG20, SN7

Time to Thrive
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The Abbey Chiropody
and Podiatry Clinic

PJ PA & TE Neighbour MBCP

(HCPC Registered Chiropodists &
Podiatrists)

21-27 Coxeter House
Abingdon OX14 5A]
Tel 01235 530577

WWW.abingdonchiropody.com

Advanced Reﬂexology

: :

Pam McIntyre

20+ years experience

28 Harwell Road

Sutton Courtenay

Mob: 07711 587303
Tel: 01235 848762

07889682379
Bellisima.Hair@hotmail.com
Facebook - Bellissima hair

Richard Mathews Florist

Fresh cut flowers for all occasions

01235 847194
Order Online

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

CHANGES

Unisex Hair Salon
01235 848453

Tuesday 9 — 5
Wednesday 9 — 7
Thursday 9 — 5
Friday 9— 7
Saturday 8:30 - 3

8 Milton Road
Sutton Courtenay

rincipal

PILATES CLASSES IN MILTON
SMALL GROUPS & 1-1

principalpilates.com
carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

PILATES

MONDAY 9:30 - 10:30 AM
FRIDAY 9:30 7 10:30 AM

/

Matrix Arts Centre, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4UA

Drop in or book in advance online

El!-g.gm
i
[ e

QLUNAS
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THE FISH

Our extensive menu caters for both traditional and more
imaginative tastes and is regularly updated to include
seasonal produce to bring you the very best in fine food.

Superb garden for outside dining.

Booking
is

strongly
advised.

T: 01235 848242
4 Appleford Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4NQ
www.thefishatsuttoncourtenay.co.uk

Closed Sunday evenings and all day Monday.

The Plum Pudding | THE RAILWAY INN

Station Road, Culham, OX14 3BT

11 room Bed and Breakfast

01235 834443 Bar open: 14h — 22h Mon & Tues; 12h — 22h Weds,
Thurs & Sun; 12h — 23h Fri; 13h — 23h Sat

Menu served: Sun Lunch 12h — 14h30; Weds, Thurs &
Fri 12h — 14h30 & 18h — 21h; Sat Evening 18h —21h

bookings@theplumpuddingmilton.co.uk
theplumpuddingmilton.co.uk

Traditional Sunday Lunch served from 12.00 til No food: Mon. T Sat Lunch or Sundav E
: t i
3.00pm every Sunday — booking advised o o0 Of, Tues, Sat Tuncl of Sunday Evening

Introducing back from March 2" to our Sunday menu is Roast
See website for details Beef, Pork or Chicken — other options available
www.railwayinnculham.co.uk

nsui droom ilabl
5 ensuite bedrooms available info@railwayinnculham.co.uk Tel: 01235 528046

BROOK FARM, MILTON ROAD

Free Range Eggs, Potatoes and other vegetables when available

Opening Hours:
Mon Thurs 9am - 1pm
. Fr1 9am - 6pm
Sat 9am - lpm

Tel: (01235) 820262
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THE SWAN FOODHOUSE AND BAR

Modern British menu, authentic paellas and tapas

Freshly prepared and locally sourced ingredients OPENING HOURS

Mon - CLOSED

Tues - 12-3/6-11pm
THE Wed - 12-3/6-11pm
m Thurs - 12-3/6-11pm

T e Fri - 12-3/5.30-11pm
Sat - 12-All Day
Sun - 12-9pm

We also cater for large parties, birthdays, weddings, Kitchen Hours

christenings and funerals, outside events.

Mon - CLOSED
Tues - 12-2/6-9pm
Wed - 12-2/6-9pm

Large paellas up to 100 people also available

Traditional Sunday lunch, large beer garden and

children’s play area, sofa-style seating, real ales Thurs - 12-2/6-9pm
Fri-12-2/6-9pm
www.theswanfoodhouse.com Sat - 12-3/6-9pm
01235 847446 Sun - 12-4pm

food(@theswanfoodhouse.com

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

www.solarkw.co.uk
Tel: 01235 838616

* Free & Friendly Site Surveys & Quotations

s l KW * Generate, store & use your own electricity
o a‘ * Become ‘Self-Sufficient’

o
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Award Winning & Local e Do your bit for the environment
Home Solar Panel Installers * Save ££f day after day after day after day....
é E Private Tutorin é g kj+ architects Itd
English and Maths Katrin Jagusch RIBA
including preparation of pupils aged m 0796 4410946
6 —13for 7+/11+/13+ e info@kjplus-architects.com
Assessments
EFL support for all ages Local, RIBA chartered architect with

Sarah Heyworth, BEd, PG Certin

extensive experience inzresidential projects.
Literacy Difficulties

We offer all services from sketch to completion for:

CPT3A, TEFL , *  Extensions
. L
: *  New Build , -
. JF -
*__ Conversions

Vey experienced teacher (Summer Fields,
Alleyn’s Junior School, The Manor, Abingdon)

For more information please get in touch.
sarahheyworthO4@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01235 848848
Archi

- #| RIBAHY arkss
Based in Sutton Courtenay Regis!
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200a Broadway
Didcot
Oxfordshire
OX11 8RN
info@theoxfordsmileclinics.co.uk

THE OXFORD SMILE

Cﬂ: 2 www.theoxfordsmileclinics.co.uk

Ca"us Our registered podiatrists

Corns . specialise in the diagnosis

. . FREE and treatment of foot
Ingrowing toenails Wil I

Verrucae Call today on
Routine care 01235 813245

to book your appointment.

Acc ()111;:)(1(1%1()11 Al fit Leyaa /4 JVI.IC@

at The Abbey
Sutton Cour Tvnav

—

Lawyer with 40 years experience

= Will preparation and general legal advice

The Abbey offers o e o .
o (not criminal, traffic or disputes)
r::;‘_’g”‘;:;:"a:d The Garden Lodge can be booked via AirBnB: * Personal and friendly service on Zoom or
I ri /i . .
Ao s e e meeting in Sutton Courtenay
which are suitable For larger events and to book The Abbey Main
for private groups s e E: penelope.warne@laweverything.law
& businesses. welcome@theabbey.uk.com

M: 07860551292

—

TIME FOR A GOOD SPRING CLEAN?
LET US DO ALL THE WORK!
V SPRING CLEANING

Your top to bottom blitz for a home v REGULAR CLEANING
that’s as clean as new J CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
But when you’ve barely got time to do a quick clean every v LAUNDRY SERVICES
week clean!

You work hard and kive a busy life- your spear time should be ‘I FULLY TRAINED STAFF
qualkity time, not spent on your hands and knees scrubbing! \I FULLY GUARANTEED

So let us help!
Our Cleaners take pride in cleaning your home as if it were
their own- it takes just oine day to get your home looking

WE ALSO OFFER

immaculate. CARPET & UPHOLSTERY LAUNDRY & IRONING

LTP R ESIDENTIAL you’'re not completely satisfied we will return and rectify the clean again FREE of charge ULTRI‘\
\/ CLEANING FOR A FREE ESTIMATE - CALL US TODAY ON S N,

WANTAGE - 01235 426258 | OXFORD - 01865 957164
e: contact@ultrahomeservices.co.uk | w: www.ultrahomeservices.co.uk
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() Call 01865 397999 or 0800 6125758

Visit our NEW showroom

Units 2/3, Chancerygate Business Centre,
Transport Way, Cowley, Oxfordshire, OX4 6HE

e www.valecurtainsandblinds.co.uk
enquiries@valecurtainsandblinds.co.uk

@ facebook.com/valecurtainsandblinds

1 |

< WL\,

> CURTAINS & BLINDS

Made-to-measure curtains,
blinds and shutters for
your home or office

° Free home consultation

° Made to measure

0 Professionally installed

o Local, family-run company

0 5-star rating from customers

©

W_l NTER SALE
15% off

on _all made-to-measure
@ curtains, blinds and shutters

d

>/

CLEANING SERVICE

griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions.

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located
in Appleford making quality handmade

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions.
Alterations.
Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery.
Poles, tracks and fitting service.

Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.

Interiors mentoring to make your house a home.
Over 30 years’ experience.
Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours by appointment.

07808 762626

griffin.interiors.oxford@gmail.com
www.griffininteriorsoxford.com

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unbeatahle results, removes
almost all spots & stains

GRIMEBUSTERS

01865 726983 01235 555533
www.grimehbhusters.co.uk

Kf‘?,\
Wt =

72

€ _ sp COURIER SERVICES

—

" “MOVING ASSISTANCE”
l House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
‘ Ebay COLLECTIONS-DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589
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JACKIE’S CARE

Personalized, Reliable and Compassionate

Care Services

Are you looking for trustworthy, one-to-one care tailored to your needs?
At Jackie’s Care, | am proud to provide high-quality care services 7 days a week.

Services Offered:
e Personalized care plans: tailored to meet your individual needs.
o Shopping assistance: help with errands and groceries.
e Medication administration: ensuring your health is a top priority.
o Appointments support: assistance with scheduling and attending
appointments.
e Companionship: a caring presence to brighten your day.
o Administrative work: support with paperwork & managing daily tasks
e Overnight care: comprehensive support through the night for £125.

Why Choose Jackie’s Care?
e Consistent Carer: you'll receive care from the same professional
daily, ensuring familiarity and trust.
o Excellent track record: | am a self-employed carer with years of
experience providing care in the community.
o Reliable holiday & sickness cover: on the rare occasions | am
unavailable, cover is organized for continuity of care.

Affordable Rates with Premium Service: wkdays £23/hr, wkends £25/hr
Availability: open 7 days a week, from 8:00 AM to 9:00 PM.

Contact Me Today: \. 07712 455093
jackiefideria@yahoo.com

< | "1 ¢

w8 B B

*GROOMING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW
THEDOGSSPOT.CO.UK

free delivery over £60, same-day local delivery

2 HIGH ST, ABINGDON, 0X14 5AX
01235797386

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk

Y
Larkmegg 35

service

4 www.larkmead.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R. Matthews

Tel: 01235 766412
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:

® Garden clearance and restoration
® Fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
® Hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing

® Fencing and landscaping

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

Delivery & Collection service available
Please call or email for a quotation
We repair all types of petrol-driven machinery.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub Cadet, Echo,
Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.

We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon
OX14 4EZ Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
Established for over 30 years
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75t CLASS
TREE SURGEONS

& 01491 651052 / 07889 881525
quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.com
www.firstclasstreesurgeons.com

e (reeremoval e (ree-pruning
@ (ree thinning e tree-felling
@ stump grinding ® landscaping
® hedge trimming ® fencing

hg‘lt‘om TUree Care Lt

wv)
(IS Tree Felling Q- 2 -
“a Height Reductions - 2 o 2 &
Stump Grinding L < 5 2 )
x Zitgass g
Landscaping - Fencing o g 5 = =
Grass/hedge Cutting 5 L é g £ & ® g i =
Paddock Mowing o o & 2 8 2 £ £ % 88 x
Maintenance Contracts m % 8’ TR = £ £ &2 % z S
[ A= [~}
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE o o E & g R o oS e 2
=3 = = S
FULLY INSURED < g ENE ‘g 2 £ £ %" g 8 “g’ s é
FREE QUOTATIONS w = & SF & F & T & o0 £ ax s
T ice, Mob: 07958 759747 E g g8 %
S
e e e e e e o L =

0i844 339833

Local, Professional, Reliable Gardening Services, Caring
for All Styles & Sizes of Gardens Throughout the Year

Services include:
Lawn care
Garden borders and flower bed
planting and maintenance
Shrub and fruit tree pruning
Hedge trimming and removal
Soft landscaping

Weed control
Leaf / garden clearance
reeO Ogy Waste removal
gardening services Contact Kevin 07809 438344
kevin@treeology.co.uk

o
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Martin Gilbert

Motor Repairs ,

Servicing and repairs - Class 4, 5 and 7 MOT tests conducted
Specialised technicians repairing electric and hybrid vehicles
Courtesy Car available

Website: martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk
Phone: 01235 553055
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxfordshire

OX14 3RY 7

n Consider liking us on Facebook to
keep an eye on what we're up to

. HALLS GARAGE
Glenn White eablished or 60 vears 5 .
stablished for 60 years. Servicing and Repairs
07934 617250
MOT’s—Batteries—Diagnostic Facilities—All makes &
models—Local vehicle collection service
MOblIe carbOI\ EI\QII\O 8 DPF MOT Tests from 6.30am. Ring to book a time!
. . Ask for Fred or Dave.
Cleaning Services
. . The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, 0X14 4AH
carboncleaningservices@outlook.com 01235 848236 or 07767 165072
Jack Gate Services CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Installation, service and repair of manual
and automated gates

Locked Out

Specialist in automation and aluminium Key Snapped
gates Keys Lost

jackgateservices@gmail.com Faulty Locks
Tel: 07519728145 Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
WWW.cppm.org.uk

email: colinpizzie/@btinternet.com

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

VISA
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DRAYTON TELEVISION
SERVICES

e New TV aerials fitted

o TV aerial repairs

« Satellite dishes for Sky, Freesat and
foreign TV

e Storm damage repair

e Extra TV points

e TV wall mounting

e TV repairs

e Set up and tuning in

Heather Road, Milton
Est. over 15 years

Phone Mark for free estimate

01235 531451 or 07740 874 855

MANSBRIDGE

PLUMBING AND HEATING DIVISION

Problem with your heating?

We can carry out a variety of work including but not
limited to:

Landlord/Homeowner gas safe certificates
Gas and oil boiler services and breakdowns
New boiler installations
Bathroom installations
Please contact us on

07493 924830 or 01865 321183

We are a Checkatrade Approved and a CHAS
Accredited contractor so you can be sure of a high
standard of service.

Peter L Mansbridge & Son Ltd

@s

Registered Office: 11 Sandleigh Road, Wootton, Abingdon, Oxon, OX13 6DP
Registered No: 5196759 VAT No 448 6305 34

REGISTRATION
NUMBER

30478

~ Unvented Hot Water Systems Installed
" Gas Cookers, Fires & Water Heaters
MNatural Gas & LPG

- : ; E} ]
. fimape, "
s g |

L.

NEED A PLUMBER FOR
THE SMALL JoBS?

5 STAR SERVICE % % % % %

07526 304050

HEATING &

A CJ PLUMBING

Domestic Gas Boilers
Central Heating Repairs
Domestic Gas Services

Landlords Gas Safety Certification
Power Flushing & Heating
maintenance
General Plumbing

07885 975244

www.cjmheatingandgas.co.uk

Gas Safe Registration no
618447

safe

AEGISTER

Ablgas

The perfect time for an installation...
no long winter lead times !!

WANT A NEW HRE, STOVE OR FIREPLACE
GAS, SOLID FUEL OR ELECTRIC

COME TO THE COMPLETE FIREPLACE
SHOWROOM

AT AREA A, UNIT 4, RADLEY ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, ABINGDON OX14 3RY

MONDAY—FRIDAY 9AM—5PM
SATURDAY 9AM—4PM
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FindersKeepers"

Property. Properly.

Is your property being

managed properly?

01235 535454

Neil’s Windows

Quality windows & doors

UPVC, Wood & Aluminium windows & doors
Wide Range of colours & finishes

Lantern roofs

Broken & misty units replaced

Fensa registered & MTC qualified

QANW insurance backed guarantees

30 years’ experience

References available

Our aim is 100% customer satisfaction

Call Neil - 07914 809688 or Helen - 07921213365
to arrange a free visit and quote.
Guaranteed no pressure sales.

Based in Sutton Courtenay

www.neilswindows.com
FENSA

Registered Company

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss Removal & Roof Cleéniﬁg

_ Patio & Driveway Cleaning

Render & Brickwork Cleaning
Solar Paﬁnet’& Skyfight Cleaning
Installation@f Bird Protection

Chxrﬁyﬁwl Installation

3

Enhance the appearance of your proper?y
with our quality assured friendly service
info@mossinator.codik - 01865 362797

KOGELS of ABINGDON Itd

HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

72 Steventon Road
Drayton, Nr Abingdon
0X14 4LD
Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com
Web: www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk

LING BUILDERS

01235 848640
07990 543692

Reliable local builder established over 30 years.

All types of building and maintenance work undertaken
Kitchen Fitting
Patios, fencing and driveways
Extensions and New Build

No job too small
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9 Town Close
Sutton Courtenay
OX14 4BA

Roger: 07833 601333
Steve: 07500 700250

Bevan & Sons

Design and Build Services
For ALL your home improvements

General Building Maintenance & Repairs, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Windows, Doors, Conservatories, Soffits,

Facias, Guttering, Plumbing, Electrics, Extensions and Alterations

www.bevanandsons.com
All enauiries please use website

Electrical Problems?
ROBER'ITS
ELECTRICAL

-
Registered
Competent "I.:El“
Perso
| C Elociicar -

u Pt NRIpES ERNT
T l ! l APPROVED
INSTALLER ==

CONTRACTOR

Domestic ¢ Commercial e Industrial

® Electrical Hard Wire Testing *» Domestic Electrical Reports

* Landlords Certificates * Portable Appliance Testing

* Re-wires Full or Part * Data and Telephone Wiring

* Electrical Showers Complete * Heating Controls and Wiring

* Low Energy and LED Lighting
Installations

* TV and Home Entertainment
Installations

+ Extra Power or Lighting Points

* Security Lighting, Fire and
Intruder Alarms

We are able to Part P/ Building Control our Electrical works

Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

CNH BUILDING &
PLASTERING

e Local reliable builder & plasterer
with 40 years’ experience. General
building & extension.

¢ All types of building & maintenance
work undertaken.

e Bathroom, kitchens, flooring, tiling,
patios, fencing

e All aspects of plastering
undertaken.

e Good quality workmanship.
Competitive prices.

CONTACT
Charles: 07872 068954

7

FEATHER & THéSTLE

ARCHITECTURE — INTERIOR — DESIGN

Delivering Quality Personal Architectural Design
Services From Start to Finish

Cledbdls (Zowtracts
Painting & Decorating — Interior & Exterior
Paperhanging — Domestic & Commercial

Insurance Quotations/Estimates
also
Artexing — Coving — Plastering
Tel: 01235 527000

A friendly service guaranteed

childscontracts@gmail.com

Home Extensions

Commercial Extensions

New Build Houses / Developments
Planning Application

Building Regulations

Feasibility / Sketch Proposals

3D Modelling

**Free Initial Consultation**

Contact: Steven Graham
e: featherandthistle@outlook.com

m: 07511 558 041

ANDREW POWLEY
DECORATOR

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
WALLPAPERING SPECIALIST

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ASSESSED & APPROVED BY DULUX
CUSTOMER REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Tel: 01235 8100556 Mob: 07870 981499

Dulux* | BECORATORS
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@w LINDSEY B ELFORD
W W PAINTER & DECORATOR

Painters Osford Sa]

*

* Painters & Decorators ¢ Established since 1986 Call for a professional iob from start to finish
* Domestic & Commercial ¢ General Maintenance P J
* No Job Too Small * Competitive Prices Receive 10% off labour costs when quoting SCN

¢ Out of Hours Work Carried Out
Tel: 07547 472988 or 01491 824047

Mobile: 07759 341525 SERVIGES Ltd ‘
Telephone: 01235 847278
www.garybyrnepaintersoxford.co.uk

info@garybyrnepaintersoxford.co.uk Are you starting a new property development?
24 Bradstocks Way, Sutton Courtenay OX14 4BY

Planning a home improvement?

Sharman Roofing Ltd e

Taking on some renovations?
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

Tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias, new Contact us today for your free quotation and let our Scaffolding
builds, re-roofs, extensions, maintenance & sheds experts take cake of all your Scaffolding requirements!

All work considered, call Mark on:

079 79 791075 . www. topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.co.uk
S h arman rOOfl n gltd @ g mal I .com info@topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.Co uk

M: 07733 358188

ABINGDON
FELT ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

Flat roofing specialists. Tile repairs. Fascias, guttering. Moss removal. Leadwork.

Felt roofs. 10, 15, 20-year guarantees supplied with all roofing works

GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing(@outlook.com gRuEnnegs
. . Checekatrade.com
Web : ablngdonf eltrooflng .CO. uk Where reputation matters
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tel:01235
mailto:abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com
http://www.topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.co.uk/
mailto:info@topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.co.uk

all those jobs that you need doing

7 and just don't have the time to do.
General Maintenance
Painting & decorating

Tiling Services

9 ;4 P
' 07377 513 868

handyman@suttoncourtenay.com

SUTTON COURTENAY HANDYMAN eo=d®

ALVICKERYan0SON

Hardware and much more! —/- -

Keys Cut while you wait, » Learn Traditional Irish Dance!

cookshop, housewares, Ages 4+ welcome
tools, gardening... D

Free taster class available

...you’ll save money, time : ) /

and mileage when you try

f;-.

5 The Green, Drayton,

- ? . . s A %2 =
‘Uf Abingdon OX14 4JA &) irishdanceoxford@gmail.com
5 1 Telephone 01235 531497

Just park outsidel @ 07375878445 Registered teacher with CLRG
OPEN Monday to Saturday 9am to 5.30pm

THE OXFORD SMILE
CLINICS

DENTAL, FACE & BODY

Oxford Wood Recycling

We have your DIY wood needs
covered - timber, tool hire,
friendly advice and low prices.

Call today on .
01235 813245 “Simple, easy and makes the world a

to book your FREE . A— better place.”
consultation and discuss Morgan, Wood Shop Customer
how we can give you the EEVETWEETETE
il h
smile gou atvefalways Find us at 4 Suffolk Way,
reamt or. Abingdon, OX14 5JX

www.theoxfordsmileclinics.co.uk J, oxrorp  oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk
200a Broadway, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 8RN ZZ=NRECYCLING Tel: 01235 861 288
info@theoxfordsmileclinics.co.uk

DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in all good faith and every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the Sutton Courtenay News and its Agents therefore accept no responsibility
for ANY OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS RISING WHATSOEVER from the publication. All content copyright SCN 2025.
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