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APRIL 2022 SCN DEADLINE – WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2022
Unless otherwise stated the Sutton Courtenay News copy deadline is the 3 rd Wednesday of the month.

VILLAGE CONTACTS
County Councillor:
(Schools, Roads etc.)
District Councillor:
(Planning, Waste etc.)
Parish Council Chair:

VILLAGE HALL

Richard Webber, 534001
richardwebber777@gmail.com
Richard Webber—as above

Eileen Daw
eileendaw@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
Stay & Play Toddler Group: Facebook page: @SCstayandplay
Friends of All Saints’-Chair: Sue Jenkins 07885 437454
Matrix Music School:
847264
The Abbey:
847401
Village Hall – SC:
scvillagehallbookings@googlemail.com
Cricket Club:
drb71@hotmail.co.uk
WI - Sutton Courtenay Val Melville 847612
Nordic Walking Group: Graham Wells 847322
Churchmere Carp Synd.: Roger Rance 847241
DAMASCUS Youth Project: 848694
SC Local History Society: Mary Thompson 848527 sclhs.org.uk
marydthompson@outlook.com
SCIDS (Drama Society): Morna Whitlock, 848335
morna28whitlock@gmail.com
All Saints Singers:
Kathy Harrop-Griffiths, 848230
secretary@allsaintssingers.org
www.allsaintssingers.org
Sutton Courtenay Action: suttoncourtenayaction@gmail.com
Non-urgent Police:
101 or policing team email:
AbingdonOuterNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Environment Agency:
Landfill Odours 0800 80 70 60
Thames Water (leaks):
0800 71 46 14
Police Anonymous Hotline: 0800 555 111
Power Cuts:
105
Websites:
Sutton Courtenay News:
Parish Council:
Vale of White Horse DC:
Oxfordshire CC:

www.suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk
www.suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
The Ministry Team
Rector: The Reverend Helen Kendrick
The Rectory, 3, Tullis Close, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BD
01235 848297 rector@damascusparish.org.uk
Assistant Priest: The Reverend Rosie Bruce
07766 421773 rosie-bruce@hotmail.co.uk
Associate Priest: The Reverend Phil Sutton 01235 635476
or 07507 378737 revphil@damascusparish.org.uk
Associate Priest: The Reverend Meg Heywood
01235 537110 revmeg@damascusparish.org.uk
Lay ministers: Jack Jarvis (831395) & Alex Landsbert (847443)
Authorised preacher: Paul James (848129)
Churchwardens: Nicola Turner (01235 833938)
or Hilary Otterburn (01235 834725)
Parish Office: 01235 847179 admin@damascusparish.org.uk
For Services of Worship - Please see Page 8

The village hall is a registered charity available for hire for
community related recreational activities. It is located in
Hobbyhorse Lane (OX14 4BB). It has a large main hall, a smaller
meeting room and kitchen. There are regular activities that take
place on some weekday evenings. To find out more or book the
hall please contact the Secretary to the Village Hall Management
Committee Rita Atkinson on 01235 848694, email
scvillagehallbookings@googlemail.com.
Hire charges vary depending on the nature of the use of the
hall. The maximum hire charge for the main hall is £16 per hour.
Commercial bookings and regular hire are negotiated separately.
Visits prior to hire are welcomed.
In accordance with government rules to prevent, and protect
against, the spread of the coronavirus, the Village Hall
Management Trustees have prepared risk assessments, guidance &
new conditions of hire for users. These are under constant review
as the government guidance changes. Please get in touch to check
if your activity is permitted under the regulations.

SUTTON COURTENAY NEWS CONTACTS
Sutton Courtenay News is published by the editorial team, the
members of which are: Katherine Harrop-Griffiths (07946
474238), Kathy Whittaker and Bernie Jones (07761 375991).
Bernie deals with all the advertising.
Sutton Courtenay News is printed with support from the
Sutton Courtenay Parish Council.
All contributions for the next edition should be e-mailed
to editor@suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk, taken to Sutton
Courtenay Tyres petrol station shop or posted in the mailbox on
the outside the garden door of Cross Trees, 1 Church Street
before the copy deadline. To have any contribution published you
must provide your name & contact details to the editors.
To advertise, telephone 07761 375991 or email
advertising@suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk
For distribution enquiries please contact Sue on 847158
or Shirley on 847241 or any of the editors.
The Editors have been contacted by people outside the
village who would like to continue receiving a copy of Sutton
Courtenay News. It can be viewed on-line at
suttoncourtenaynews.co.uk but please contact the editors to
discuss what other arrangements can be made for those unable to
access the website.

SUTTON COURTENAY POST OFFICE
A wide range of key Post Office products & services are available
at Hari & Esha News in the High Street.
The opening hours are:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 08:00 -18:00
Wed: 08:00 - 17:00
Sat: 08:30 - 13:00
Sun: 09:00 - 12:00

SUTTON COURTENAY DEFIBRILLATORS
The village has three defibrillators.
One is located outside the front roller doors of Sutton Courtenay
Tyres on the High Street. The second is in the old
BT phone booth opposite the Nursery on the High
Street.
The third is outside the Fish, Appleford Road.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
There are still vacancies on the Parish Council. If you are
interested in making a difference to the village, please
contact the clerk for further information.

Recreation Ground
refurbishment
Plans for the refurbishment
continue. By the time of printing, a
consultation event will have taken
place. This was an opportunity for
residents to view the plans and vote on some equipment for
the play area. Should you not have been able to attend, there
is still the opportunity to vote for your equipment choices
online.
Simply visit the Parish Councils website
(www.suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk) and click on the
recreation ground tab. The link to the survey (along with
pictures of the choices are on the “February 2022
consultation” page. The survey should take less than two
minutes to complete. The survey will close at noon on
Friday 4th March. You can also see the plans and various
other related documents on the website.
Fix My Street Super User
Oxfordshire County Council are looking for “Super Users”
across the county to help report Highway matters which are
their responsibility – such as potholes or damaged
kerbstones. Please find below a brief description of the role
provided by OCC. If you are interested, please contact the
clerk on the details below and she will put you in contact
with the County Council.
Oxfordshire County Council created OXTOG –
Oxfordshire Together – to mobilise and support a team of
volunteers around the County to help look after their own
roads, pavements and public rights of way. As part of
OXTOG there is a growing team of volunteers known as Fix
My Street Super Users.
The Super Users are, in effect, the ‘eyes and ears’ of the County
Council Highways Officers and are trained to report and action
certain road repairs, specifically potholes and damaged kerbs,
on low-speed, minor roads using Fix My Street.
The Volunteer Co-ordination team at Oxfordshire County
Council is currently recruiting more Fix My Street Super Users
in this area. The training takes place online in small groups.
Planning applications
Bypass and river crossing – The Parish Council continues to
work with other local parishes in relation to this application.
The following planning applications were also discussed:
P21/V3509/HH – new chimney, loft conversion and new
hard roof to the conservatory, 2 Asquith Park
Comment: Council has no objection
P22/V0056/HH & P22/V0057/LB – Conversion of
existing outbuilding, Buckridges 13 High Street
Comment: Council has no objection but requests the
planning authority to add conditions to ensure that the
conversion stays ancillary to the main property and cannot
be a separate dwelling

The date of the next Parish Council is Monday 1st March
2022 at the Village Hall commencing at 7.15pm
Details of the meeting will be placed on the noticeboard
outside Hari and Esha stores prior to the meeting. A full
copy of the agenda will be posted on the website prior to the
meeting. Agendas can also be emailed or posted, please
contact the clerk for further information.
Contact Details – Clerk to the Council: Helen Savery,
10 Sovereign Place, Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 9GF
Telephone: 01235 364211,
email: info@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk.
Website: www.suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk.
Facebook page: Sutton Courtenay Parish Council

Proposed formation of Sutton Courtenay
Community Footpaths Group
• Are you a keen walker or rider?
• Are you interested in the natural environment?
• Do you view our footpaths network as an essential
village amenity?
• Would you like to see our footpaths kept in good
repair and ‘walkable’ all year round?
• Would you like to contribute to the quality of life in
our village?
Maintenance of footpaths are the responsibility of
Oxfordshire County Council. However, they are an
important amenity for the village. Many parishes have
voluntary Footpaths Groups that are concerned with
maintaining, repairing and promoting the local footpath
network and liaising with the County Council.
The Parish Council would support the formation of such
a group with an information pack, helpful contacts and
possible small funding opportunities.
To facilitate the formation of such a group, the Parish
Council can arrange a public meeting as soon as is
practical. Meanwhile, if you are interested, please
contact me on email:
eileendaw@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk
(Please note amended email address)
or phone: 01235 848437.
Councillor Eileen Daw,
Sutton Courtenay Parish Council
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SUTTON PCARISH
OURTENAY
COUNCIL
PRIMARY
NEWS SCHOOL

MP David Johnston says
“Well done!”
Our
Member
of
Parliament,
David
Johnston, has sent us a
short video to thank the
children for the letters
they wrote during the
COP 26 Climate
Conference. He was so
impressed that he sent
the letters on to Alok
Sharma, the president
of the COP, who has
also written to the
children.

Here is Nutmeg working
hard. He was inspiring
the Robins children with
their writing today.
They were acting out the
story of ‘We’re Going
On A Carrot Hunt.’!
They used the whole
school site for their retelling and then came in
and wrote their ideas
down
independently.
Our animals can really
help the children’s engagement with their learning.
Kestrels class are the proud
owners of three stick insects.
They are extremely difficult to
see! The children can really
understand the concept of
camouflage by observing these
fascinating creatures, who are
ideal classroom pets.

See Mr Johnston’s
message to the children
here:
youtu.be/yRwUNhfHmOw

COVID comes to town!
It has been a trying term. Parents and carers have seen less
of me on the gate this month. This is because I have been
teaching a great deal; covering classes due to staff absence.
I have had a wonderful month with the children, but trying
to manage a full teaching load with my other duties has been
a trial at times! The Early Years team has not been complete
since the beginning of January due to staff Covid cases. We
have all been sustained by the huge positivity and
helpfulness of the children and the staff team working
together to cover each other, showing true teamwork.

Our wonderful pets!
Our school pets help us to stay positive and support the
children’s learning in many different ways.

Cessy the school
cockapoo continues to
delight the children.
This week she has
visited the Robins class
and Kestrels, getting
to know these children
and encouraging them
to read to her. The
children love to talk to her. They also learn to take
responsibility for making sure her needs are met. This
means keeping her water topped up but also watching her
body language carefully so that they can see signs when she
is becoming tired or when she wants to play- skills that also
help them in their interactions with other humans!

In Wrens’ aquarium there is a frog called Natterjack, a snail
called Shelley, a shrimp called Steven, and a fish called Mr
Bean. Every day, the child, or children, who was the Star
of the Day the previous day, gets to feed the residents. The
children love to watch the movement in the bowl, which is
very calming. Once a week, an adult drops some frozen
blood worms in to the tank. These specifically feed the
Natterjack, but
the children are
fascinated
that
some of the fish
show an interest
too in these, as
does Shelley the
Snail.

Headteacher: Ms Rachel Hornsey
Asst Headteachers: Lisa Knight & Louise Potter
Office.3243@sutton-courtenay.oxon.sch.uk
Telephone: 01235 848333
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BINGDON
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OUTHPP
ROJECT
ROJECT
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake Fleetwood, James
Quartermain and Emily Astley-Madge

Throughout February, a small group has been working
closely with Discovery College Oxfordshire around dealing
with emotions in tricky situations, looking at coping
strategies and identifying trigger points. We are so proud of
all those who are taking part and will be seeking their
feedback at the end of the sessions. Alongside this, we have
worked with Louise
(a
manager
at
McDonald’s)
to
provide
mental
health
self-care
packs which include
lots of sensory
calming equipment
that help in stressful
times. McDonald’s
is teaming up with
BBC’s Children in
Need
to
help
improve the lives of
young people.

Do contact any of us on:
jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, jakef.ycat@gmail.com,
roxy.ycat@gmail.com, emily.adyp@gmail.com
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008
Jake Damascus, Roxy Damascus,
James Damascus, Emily Damascus
Jake_Damascus; James_Damascus:
Roxy_Damascus; Emily_Damascus
YouTube – The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project –
MIND GYM
Website – www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk

We have had a few new faces at our sessions recently and it
has been great to see new friendships blossom over the past
month. If you live in the village and would like to send your
child along, please do – it is safe space to get to know other
young people in the village. We have also added a new
gazebo session into our plan of work, so if you see the gazebo
in the village come over and say hello – we love a good chat
with community members! If you have any questions, please
get in touch with one of the staff using the contact details
below and we will be more than happy to help.
Young people have been busy preparing decorations, menu
cards etc for our Senior Citizens’ Tea party in half term – we
hope to have some photographs to share in the April issue.

Session times
Street work – Monday 3-4pm & Wednesday 4-5pm
Drop in – Wednesday (Sutton Courtenay Village Hall) from 5:30pm
Gazebo – Thursday 6-7pm
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COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
For the past 15 years, my colleague, Cllr Bob Johnston of
Kennington and Radley has been trying to persuade me to
explore Thrupp Lake as a haven of peace and wildlife. This
last Valentine’s weekend, my wife and I went on a bicycle
ride to see if he was right. In spite of the mud and rain, we
thoroughly enjoyed the journey and would recommend it to
anyone on foot or bicycle. Living next door to Sutton Wick
gravel pits, which is still a major active quarry site, as we do,
it was great to imagine how our area might look after many
years of restoration.

your views on this scheme. I am aware, from residents who
contact me, that there is a great deal of concern over already
growing noise disturbance from Appleford Sidings. Few
complaints have been received by the environmental health
team so far, so please write in to them with your concerns,
if you have any. Given the potential addition of noise from
the HIF1 Road together with any reverberation from the
banks of the proposed flyover, it is essential we have a full
understanding of the present baseline noise levels before we
inflict any more on local residents.

Havens of peace are in short supply in my own area at
present. With the threat of the Thames Water Reservoir,
whose banks may well cast early evening shadow over
Drayton, and the proposed HIF1 Road between Sutton
Courtenay and Appleford potentially affecting traffic, noise
and air quality in both villages, peace, quiet and wildlife
could all become distant memories. The two projects
together have a cost tag amounting to billions and dwarf any
other projects in the whole of Oxfordshire. It begins to feel
that the infrastructure gods have got it in for us. Decisions
on both will be made in the next few months.

In the end, it will be the data which decides if, when and how
these massive projects go ahead. The more data we can give
them, the more we will be heard.

In the case of the Reservoir, it is important that all those of
us who have views on the need and advisability of the scheme
should engage with and support GARD* – the group of
scientists who believe there are better options, and also
respond to the Thames Water consultation. Silence from
local residents can be seen as acquiescence by those who wish
to see these schemes coming about.
In the case of the HIF1 Road, please engage with your Parish
Council and write in to OCC*, the planning authority, with

Points of contact for any of the above:
To register your response to the TW Reservoir consultation:
wrse.uk.engagementhq.com (you only need to answer the
questions you wish to in this overlong document).
If you cannot cope with the questionnaire, email your
response/feelings to:
contact@wrse.org.uk and please copy your email to your
MP and local Councillors
To contact GARD with help/IT expertise/Video modelling:
Gard.secretary@gmail.com
For full details on the HIF1 scheme and how to make
comments on the planning application, go to:
Oxfordshire.gov.uk > Consultations have your say >
Current consultations > Planning > Planning applications >
Search for an application > Find a planning application or
appeal and search for R3.0138/2

SUTTON COURTENAY NEWS

Notice of
Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting
of Sutton Courtenay News
will be held at Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
on Tuesday 26th April at 2022 at 6pm
Nominations for Chairman, Editor, Advertising
Manager, Treasurer & Administrator together with the
details of two seconders should be sent to
Clare Pennicott at scmail836@gmail.com or
8 Church Street, Sutton Courtenay.

Zen

If government Covid restrictions require the meeting to
be held virtually, please email scmail836@gmail.com
with a request for a link to the meeting if you would
like to attend.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT FOOD BANKS, LARDERS & FRIDGES
FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO MAKE
THE FOOD SHOP LAST UNTIL THE
END OF THE WEEK?
Local Foodbanks, Community Larders and the
Community Fridge can help make the weekly
shop go further, but do you know the
difference between them?
There are a number of different organisations locally that can
help provide food in these difficult times of increasing prices.
In Sutton Courtenay we are fortunate to have access to
Foodbanks, Community Larders and a Community Fridge.
Each Foodbank, Community Fridge and Community Larder
operates slightly differently so it worth checking their
requirements before making contact. Generally, to access a:
•
•
•

Foodbank a referral is necessary
Community Fridge NO referral is necessary
Community Larder NO referral is necessary but
a small subscription is payable.
The local Foodbanks work with a variety of local agencies
such as Citizens Advice Bureau, Vale Community Impact,
schools, housings associations, GPs, social services, Job
Centres, churches, local charities, voluntary organisations. If
anyone is in contact with any of these organisations and is
struggling to put food on the table it is worth asking them for
a referral.
Anyone experiencing financial difficulties or other
problems can get independent, confidential advice from:
Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) which has offices in Didcot
& Abingdon – telephone 0808 278 7907 (see also pg 12)
Vale Community Impact (VCI) has an office in Wantage
- telephone 01235 765348 or email help@vci.org.uk
They will help provide support, give advice on how to
maximise your income, help you navigate the benefits system,
and identify any additional grants that may be available.

ABINGDON FOODBANK
info@abingdon.foodbank.org.uk
07562 247443
THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP IS TO GET A
FOODBANK VOUCHER
HOW TO OBTAIN A FOODBANK VOUCHER

The Abingdon Foodbank works with the local agencies
mentioned already mentioned. Each organisation will access
what help is needed and issue a foodbank voucher where
appropriate either as an electronic referral or in paper form.
ONCE A VOUCHER HAS BEEN ISSUED

A paper voucher can be exchanged for a food parcel at
either of the two local centres which are at:
Christ Church, Northcourt Rd, Abingdon, OX14 1PL

Tuesdays & Fridays 11am to 1pm
Preston Road Community Centre, Midget Close,
Abingdon, OX14 5NR

Wednesdays 1pm to 2.30pm
The identity of electronic referrals will be verified at the
centre. At the centre, trained volunteers will discuss any
dietary needs and see if any other help is available.
If anyone is unsure what to do, they can email or call the
foodbank for guidance. The foodbank will then put them
in touch with a relevant local agency.

COMMUNITY LARDERS
Telephone 07377 181472

These are open to everyone. No referral is needed.
They are low-cost food clubs but other help can be
available. They also help to reduce food waste.
Community larder members pay £3.50 or £7 a week for
access to 10 or 20 cupboard goods (eg. tins & pasta) and it
may be possible to receive unlimited fruit and vegetable
too. Each larder operates slightly differently and the food
offered usually varies each week, but the prices are the same
for all. The nearest larders to Sutton Courtenay are:
Abingdon Community Larder
Trinity Church Centre, Abingdon, OX14 1DB

Fridays 2pm – 4pm

DIDCOT EMERGENCY FOODBANK

Didcot Community Larder
The Marlborough Club, 227 The Broadway, OX11 8RU

Telephone 01235 813187

HOW TO GET A REFERRAL
Anyone wanting to access the Didcot Foodbank will need a
referral from one of the agencies mentioned above but there
should already be a connection with the referrer or those
applying should be known to them. Just ask for a Foodbank
referral. A voucher will be issued or an email referral
made. Parcels can be collected from:
Didcot Baptist Church
Wantage Road, Didcot, OX11 0BS
Tuesdays & Fridays 11am - 1pm

Mondays 2pm – 5pm

ABINGDON COMMUNITY FRIDGE
info@abingdoncommunityfridge.org.uk
www.facebook.com/abingdoncommunityfridge/
Abingdon Community fridge redistributes surplus food
donated by food businesses and local people to all
members of the community. No referral is needed.
Anyone can collect food from:

PLEASE NOTE: All information was taken from the websites of each
organisation and was correct at the time of going to print. For up-to-date
information and opening times please check with each individual
organisation as they may have changed in the meantime.

Hadland Road Community Centre
Hadland Road, Abingdon OX14 3YH

Mondays 5pm-6 pm
Thursdays 1pm – 2pm
Saturdays and 10.30 - 11.30am
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
St Peter’s, Drayton
St Peter & St Paul, Appleford
St Blaise, Milton
All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay
St Michael and All Angels, Steventon

Find Life –
Read in Lent!
Many of us will remember from school days talking about what
we would ‘give up’ for Lent. It was usually chocolate, sweets
or biscuits. Lent, being the time between Pancake Day (this
year 1st March) and Easter, has become associated with, ‘giving
up, usually enjoyable things, to become a better person.’ It was
following Jesus’ example of the time he spent in the desert
before He began His ministry.
Today there are many articles, books and podcasts about how to
become a better person: eat well, rest more, take exercise,
meditate, read, do voluntary work, avoid alcohol, be mindful,
look at your carbon footprint … and so on. For many of us, it tugs
at something inside. We do want to become better people and
leave the world a better place. The list can often feel very
daunting, and sometimes we feel guilty for not trying or for failing.
Or, if we do achieve it, we can feel superior to others. So, what do
we do with these inner ‘side-effects’ of wanting to be better?
Christians believe that becoming a better person is something that
God does for each one of us by His Holy Spirit. He starts in our
hearts. This is what happened for Jesus when He was in the desert.
He was being challenged about what kind of person He was –
where did His identity lie? Was it in what he did (turn stones into
bread)? Or what He had (I will give you all the Kingdoms of the
world)? Or what others said about Him (do something spectacular
– jump off the Temple and come down unharmed)?
Jesus overcame all these temptations because He believed what
He was told at his baptism. He is God’s Son – loved and
accepted for who He is – no self-improvement plan, no
achievement necessary. Later in His life, through dying on the
Cross and rising again, Jesus offered that gift to us – the gift of
becoming a son or daughter of God, loved and accepted. Like
a present, it can be received and opened.
Intrigued? Try and read through one of the
stories about Jesus told by his friends at the
time – Mark, Luke, Matthew or John, on the
internet (BibleGateway) or in the Bible, for
Lent! Get a version that you will find easy to read or listen to
– there are plenty around, and just enjoy finding out about Jesus
through their eyes and see what you think. Many Christians will
be doing something similar as we too want to get to know Jesus
better this Lent and to remind ourselves of what He did in order
to know that we are loved and accepted by God.
May we all become aware of the touch of God’s grace and
love in our lives this Lent.
Meg Heywood, on behalf of the DAMASCUS Team

CHURCH DIARY FOR MARCH
Tuesday 1st
19.00 - ‘Living in Love and Faith’ River Room
19.30 – Singing Saints in Church
nd
Wednesday 2
19.30 - Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
at Steventon
Saturday 5th
Marriage Preparation Course at All Saints
19.00 – Friends of All Saints’ Quiz Night
Sunday 6th
10.30 – Family Service in All Saints’ Church
Monday 7th
19.30 - Baptism Preparation at Drayton
th
Tuesday 8
19.00 – ‘Living in Love and Faith’ River Room
19.30 - Singing Saints in Church
Wednesday 9th 19.30 – Lent Group at Drayton
Thursday 10th
10.30 – Community Café in River Room
Sunday 13th
10.30 – Holy Communion at All Saints
Tuesday 15th
19.30 – Singing Saints in Church
Wednesday 16th 19.30 – Lent Group at Drayton
Sunday 20th
10.30 – Morning Worship at All Saints
Tuesday 22nd
19.30 – Singing Saints in Church
Wednesday 23rd 19.30 – Lent Group at Drayton
Thursday 24th
10.30 – Community Café in River Room
Sunday 27th
10.30 – Family Communion for
Mothering Sunday
th
Tuesday 28
19.30 – Singing Saints in Church
APRIL
Sunday 3rd
Thursday 14th
Sunday 17th

10.30 – Family Service
10.30 – Community Café
19.30 – Maundy Thursday Supper and
Communion in church
10.30 – Holy Communion for Easter Day

Services of Worship
1st Sunday: Family service at 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10:30am +Junior Church
3rd Sunday: Morning Worship at 10:30am + Junior Church
4th Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10:30am + Junior Church
5th Sunday: Special services across the Damascus Parish –
please see church noticeboard for details
Wednesdays: BCP Holy Communion at 9:45 am
LENT GROUPS & SERMON SERIES
This year we are offering a sermon series across the Parish,
exploring “Holy Habits”, to be followed by opportunities to
explore in more depth on Wednesday evenings in the Church
Room at Drayton.
Sunday 2 March: ‘Jesus guided by Scripture’ and Wednesday
9 March (on biblical teaching).
Sunday 13 March: ‘Jesus serving with gladness’ and
Wednesday 16 March (on generosity).
Sunday 20 March: ‘Jesus Praying’ and Wednesday 23 March
(on prayer, fellowship and worship).
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH & RIVER ROOM
Community Café in the River Room

In Support of the All Saints’ Community Space

Run by the church for the whole community

1st – No. 92 (£51.00)
2nd – No. 50 (£26.00)
3rd – No. 86 (£10.00)

Winners at the Draw on February 16 were:

New members always welcome.
Please see the information in All Saints’ Church or
email landsbert@west-manor.co.uk

Thursday 10th March
Thursday 24th March Charity collection
In aid of Downs Syndrome Oxfordshire

The next draw will take place on
Thursday March 10th at the All Saints’
Community Café in the River Room at 10.30 am.

from 10:30-12:00
All welcome!
Why not drop by for coffee or tea & delicious
homemade cake & conversation and to browse
the books or jigsaw puzzles on offer?

HAVING A SPRING CLEAR OUT?

Open to all – a good place to meet with friends. If
you need transport to and from the church,
please ‘phone the Parish Office on 01235 847179

Then please spare a thought for the River Room Committee,
who are still fund-raising – and who would very pleased to
receive items large or small for sale on eBay. Alex Landsbert
can collect, though may have to decline things that are too
big to go in her car! Email her on: landsbert@westmanor.co.uk or ring on 01235 847443.

We send our best wishes & congratulations to Steve Lynn &
Vanessa Frost who were married at All Saints’ Church on
29th January 2022.

THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’

BOOK THE DATE!
MURDER MYSTERY EVENING
19:00 for 19:30
Saturday 21st May 2022
Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
Cocktails; Two-Course Meal and Cash Bar
A 1950s themed evening of mystery and intrigue –
will you be able to solve the crime?
More details to follow and tickets on sale soon!
A shared fundraiser for Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
and All Saints’ Church
Do you live with, or care for someone living
with Dementia, or would you just enjoy a time
of companionship?

Wecare2
Wecare2 is a group where we can meet, greet and sing
along a little, one morning a fortnight in the ‘River Room’
at All Saints’ Church, Sutton Courtenay from 11:15am to
12:30 on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.

All are welcome, so please get in touch to let me
know if you would like to join us.

HOLD THE DATE &
WATCH THIS SPACE!

Morna Whitlock morna28whitlock@gmail.com
Brookfield, 30 Chapel Lane. Sutton Courtenay,
OX14 4AN, 01235 848335 or 07787 521039

Sunday 5th June 2022
Village Celebration of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee on the Village Green…

To stay safe, we will be guided by Covid 19 advice.
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On the 3rd of April 1972 Richard Mathews & Judith
Hartwright were married at Appleford Church. Their
reception was held in the Sutton Courtenay Village Hall.
About 100 guests attended and many of them ‘mucked in’ to
help with the food and preparations.

Zen

Bridge Afternoons
Come and play Bridge on Friday afternoons in the River
Room (March 4 & 18) from 14:00-17:00.
Have a cup of tea & a piece of cake - £5
Tables, cards & score cards all provided
Just come along & we make up tables based on
experience/choice. All standards of play welcome -from
experienced players to those who are in need of a
refresher, very rusty or learning. Rubber or Chicago –
you choose.
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Nordic walking

Sutton Courtenay News

Would you like to have your very own perfect workout
routine whenever you want it?
Why not try Nordic Walking, an exercise used by millions
worldwide? You can exercise regularly in the open air after
just an hour of FREE tuition with a qualified instructor.
If you are able to get to the Sutton Courtenay Recreation
Ground, (Old Wallingford Way, OX14 4BP) on any
Friday morning during March and April at 09:00, you can
meet and chat to the instructor. He will explain how
Nordic Walking can improve your posture and your
balance, and increase overall flexibility, in addition to
exercising your upper body. You will be able to watch
and meet people who are using this exercise, and witness
the tremendous additional social aspect which comes
with exercising as a group, walking and talking side by
side. If you like what you see, then book a FREE one-toone session for which poles are provided.
So, come along any Friday morning in March and April at
09:00 and see if Nordic Walking is the exercise for you.

WE NEED A NEW TREASURER

DOLLY & HER FELLOW GUIDES
Thanks to Averil Sawley for this photograph from 1948 of
Kingfisher Patrol, 1st Sutton Courtenay Girl Guides.
Dolly Charles (neé Buckle) died on 28th October 2021, and
her obituary was published in the February issue of SCN.
In this photo, Dolly is standing centre and her lifelong friend
Averil is kneeling in front of her.
Kneeling on the left of Averil is Joan Carter and to the right
is Rosy Warwick (neé Brookland).
Dolly is much missed by Averil and all her neighbours in the
High Street. -Eileen Daw

Could you spare an hour or so a month to look
after SCN’s finances and help with its
administration?

What is involved?
Mainly it will be:
•
•

Invoicing the advertisers
Looking after the accounts (the vast
majority of banking is done online)
Keeping the distributor list up to date (it
only needs updating if a distributor
moves or retires)
Arranging the AGM

•

•

If you would like more information, please give
me a ring (07778 284193) or email me
(scmail836@gmail.com)
Clare

Didcot towers drawn by Nathaniel Brown
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CITIZENS ADVICE

I would like to thank the very kind person who found my
dog’s identity disc and posted it through my letter box in
the High Street.
Heather & Gabriella

Cost of living crisis
on the way

§§§§§

I would like to express how grateful and thankful I was for
such a lovely Christmas Hamper I had delivered. It had a
wonderful selection of goodies that I enjoyed over the
holiday period. Once again, many thanks.
Jill
§§§§§

Recreation Ground
With new plans for the recreation ground, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the Sutton Courtenay football
club committee and the volunteers who have worked hard
since the nineteen-forties to keep the recreation ground such
a lovely open space and at very little cost the parish.
S. Noys
§§§§§

SCIDS

Citizens Advice has issued press releases
warning that inflationary factors leading to higher food prices
and energy bills will cause hardship for many this year.
Unavoidably we will be paying much more for essentials
(rent or mortgage, food, telephone and broadband,
household bills, Council Tax) by the middle of 2022.
However, much can be done to manage the expected
debacle, and setting your own personal budget is a key step.
Start preparing now, making a budget and seeing if you can
maximise your income. Look closely and objectively at your
financial figures – how much comes in every month, how
much goes out, so that you have a clear picture of your
situation. Take an average over a period of, say, six months,
so that quarterly bills are taken into account. Decide what
the priorities are and reduce your costs even on essentials if
possible. Do remember that inflation will increase your
outgoings.
There are various helpful resources which you can take
advantage of. Citizens Advice can tell you about fuel
vouchers, benefits or government grants and Covid support
that might be available, as well as the Household Support
Fund, administered by the local district councils of South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse at
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk
and
https://whitehorsedc.gov.uk The Citizens Advice website
at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk has tips on how to
reduce your living costs. You can also contact your energy
suppliers and ask about affordable options to pay.
If you need more specific support or don’t feel able to
manage your situation alone, call Citizens Advice for general
advice on 0808 278 7907 or the debt helpline on 0800 240
4420.

Please also see our feature on
Community Fridges
Community Larders
& Foodbanks on page 7
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MATRIX MUSIC SCHOOL

Photo taken by Zoe Osborne

Looking forward to…

Zen
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THAMES VALLEY ALERT

FLEXICARE

Flexicare is Recruiting a
Full Time Manager

Thames Valley Alert
Money Seized From Criminals by Thames
Valley Police Given Back to Communities
£100,000 is being made available for local voluntary and
community groups following the sale of items seized by
Police in multiple operations, which cannot be returned to
their rightful owners.
Thanks to this success, community and voluntary groups are
now able to apply for funding to deliver projects that tackle
one of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) Police
and Criminal Justice Plan priorities:
• Strong Local Policing (preventing crime & protecting
communities)
• Fighting Serious Organised Crime (protecting
vulnerable people)
• Fighting Fraud & Cybercrime (fighting modern crimes
• Improving the Criminal Justice System (reducing reoffending)
• Tackling illegal encampments (reducing the impact of
encampments)
The fund is jointly managed by Thames Valley Police Chief
Constable, John Campbell and Police and Crime
Commissioner, Matthew Barber and aims to put money that
has been made following the sale of items seized from
criminals, to worthy initiatives within the community.
Funding is made available twice a year and organisations
from across the force area are invited to apply.
The closing date for this round of applications is 4pm on
Friday 4 March and applications will be considered jointly by
the Chief Constable and the Police and Crime
Commissioner.
Chief Constable John Campbell, said: “Using money
generated from the sale of items seized from criminals that
cannot be returned to their rightful owners is a great way of
funding worthy projects and other work across the Thames
Valley.
“This funding will play a big part in helping voluntary and
community groups across the Thames Valley. It will allow
them to continue to run projects that play such a big role in
preventing crime and protecting our communities.
“As ever, we are particularly keen to receive bids for this money
from organisations that support our priority areas."
Further information and the application form can be found at:
www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/communityfund
Successful recipients will be invited to attend a presentation
ceremony, due to be held in April 2022.
Alex Gloster (Police Communications Officer, Thames Valley)

Flexicare is an Oxfordshire based
charity providing a home sitting service
for families with severely disabled children. Flexicare is fun,
friendly, joyous, exhilarating, fulfilling (sometimes
exhausting!) and always different. The team is comprised of
a Manager (this post), Office Manager, three Co-ordinators
and a cohort of volunteers. Hours of work are fully flexible,
designed to fit around your existing commitments. If you
believe in a learning journey where small steps make big
strides, this may be the role for you.
The post of Flexicare Manager offers a truly
satisfying role for the right individual. Running our charity is
challenging, meeting the needs of families in difficult
circumstances and maintaining a service that is truly flexible,
is not easy. The rewards, however, are significant. If you
have a passion for children with disabilities and their families,
and if you’ve ever wanted a job where every day you can see
the real difference you are making, this is the role for you.
The charity has always been run from the home of
the manager, and ideally this will continue. However, do
not let this be a bar to chatting to us, if you believe you are
the right person to take on this role.
• Flexible hours (approx. 37hrs per week – weekend and
evening work will be involved) to fit around your life
demands.
• £33,500pa Salary plus travel costs.
• Full training and support provided
• Pension scheme, including employer contribution
• 28 days annual leave
• Fuel costs and travel time reimbursement
A full job description is available on our website,
www.flexicare.org
Closing date 12:00 noon 18th March 2022, with
interviews towards the end of March.
If this is a role which might interest you, please start with an
email to admin@flexicare.org to outline why this is the job
for you. More information will then be available through an
informal chat with our Chair of Trustees, James Ross.
Flexicare (Oxford and Abingdon), registered Charity no.
1172635. www.flexicare.org
61 St Gabriel’s, Wantage, OX12 8FL Tel 01865 321881
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CRPE

TRUSTEES WANTED
Campaign to Protect Rural England - Oxfordshire
Do you care about your local countryside? Want to make a
difference?
CPRE Oxfordshire is the voice of the countryside in
Oxfordshire. Due to retirement of current members, we are
looking for new trustees to join our team.
This is an excellent opportunity to play an influential role in
a respected and long-standing environmental charity,
applying your experience to make a real difference, and to
be part of a friendly group that is passionate about the
Oxfordshire countryside.

Before
and
After

Application deadline is 31 March 2022 in the first instance,
but we are happy to receive expressions of interest on an
ongoing basis.
For further information please contact our Branch
Secretary, Dorian Grier.
E: dorian.cpre@gmail.com
T: 01491 612079
See
our
website
for
more
information:
www.cpreoxon.org.uk
Julia Benning | Communications Manager
Mon, Tues. Thurs 9.30-2.30
T: 07392 769377
E: comms@cpreoxon.org.uk | www.cpreoxon.org.uk/
facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire
Twitter@CPREOxfordshire
20 High Street, Watlington, Oxon OX49 5PY
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY
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www.osteopathybycorinne.co.uk
07519 868817
174 Broadway, Didcot, OX11 8RN
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

Osteopathy by Corinne

THE SWAN FOODHOUSE AND BAR
Modern British menu, authentic paellas and tapas
Freshly prepared and locally sourced ingredients

We have a new covered outdoor
restaurant dining area!

We also cater for large parties, birthdays, weddings,
christenings and funerals, outside events.
Large paellas up to 100 people also available
Traditional Sunday lunch, large beer garden and
children’s play area, sofa-style seating, real ales

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

www.theswanfoodhouse.com
01235 847446
food@theswanfoodhouse.com

During the warmer weather at the
weekends we will be using our wood
fired pizza oven in the garden – please
call for details.
We’d like to extend our thanks to all
our customers and friends who have
supported us over the last 18 months...

The Plum Pudding
@ Milton
01235 834443
bookings@theplumpuddingmilton.co.uk
theplumpuddingmilton.co.uk
Traditional Sunday Lunch served from 12.00 til
3.00pm every Sunday — booking advised

Happy New Year to Everyone x
See website for details!
5 ensuite bedrooms available

Richard Mathews Florist
Fresh cut flowers for all occasions
01235 847194
Order Online
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
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The Fish
Restaurant and Bar
4 Appleford Road, Sutton Courtenay
Oxon, OX14 4NQ
Tel: 01235 848242
Email: thefishatsuttoncourtenay@gmail.com
www.thefishatsuttoncourtenay.co.uk

PLEASE PHONE, CHECK WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR
DETAILS ON FOOD SERVICE
STILL OPEN FOR TAKEAWAY — SEE WEBSITE FOR MENU

Meryl computer tutor

LOCAL PERSONAL TUTOR
FOR GCSE & A-level PHYSICS

technical expertise with the human touch
Setup
Fix
Learn

• improve your grades

PC, Apple, tablet, phone, internet, printer
technical & user problems, big or small
getting started, new skills, better ways

• exam techniques
• Enhanced DBS
• PGCE & Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)

07794 656607

• Experienced

info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

£30-£40per hr — contact Norman Daw
normanedaw@gmail.com / 01235 848437
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

Our extensive menu caters for both traditional and more imaginative tastes, and is regularly updated to include seasonal
produce to bring the very best in fine food . Head chef Jean-Philippe & his team look forward to welcoming you to The
Fish where you can also enjoy our large beautiful garden.

Are you starting a new property development?
Planning a home improvement?
or
Taking on some renovations?
Contact us today for your free quotation and let our Scaffolding
experts take cake of all your Scaffolding requirements!

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

M: 07733 358188
www.topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.co.uk
info@topliftscaffoldingservicesltd.co.uk
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Mr P J Neighbour
Mr P A Neighbour
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

14 Bath Street
Abingdon
Oxfordshire OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com
Surgery and Home Visiting Practice
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

The Abbey Chiropody Clinic

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

07889 881 525
quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
tree removal
tree thinning
stump grinding
hedge trimming

tree-pruning
tree-felling
landscaping
fencing
PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

Stephen R. Matthews

Don't Mown at the Mower!

Tel: 01235 766412
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

Garden machinery servicing
Collection & Delivery Service Available

All aspects of work undertaken, including:

Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

• Garden clearance and restoration
• Fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
• Hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing
• Fencing and landscaping

Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinerery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinerery.co.uk
Established for over 30 years
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griffin interiors
...soft furnishing solutions...

Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery.
Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of fabrics
and trimmings.
Fabrics and curtain making materials available
for home curtain makers.
20 years experience. Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours.

01235 847135/07808 762626
www.griffininteriorsoxford.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom
located in Appleford making quality handmade
curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions, alterations.

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

The perfect time for an installation...
no long winter lead times !!

WANT A NEW FIRE, STOVE OR FIREPLACE
GAS, SOLID FUEL OR ELECTRIC
COME TO THE COMPLETE FIREPLACE
SHOWROOM
AT AREA A, UNIT 4, RADLEY ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, ABINGDON OX14 3RY
MONDAY—FRIDAY 9AM—5PM
SATURDAY 9AM—4PM

01235 533301 / 01235 533078

DRAYTON
TELEVISION
www.abigas.co.uk
SERVICES
• New TV aerials fitted
• TV aerial repairs
• Satellite dishes for Sky, Freesat and

foreign TV
• Storm damage repair
• Extra TV points
• TV wall mounting
• TV repairs
• Set up and tuning in
Heather Road, Milton
Est. over 15 years
Phone Mark for free estimate

01235 531451 or 07740 874 855
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HALLS GARAGE
Established for 60 years. Servicing and Repairs
MOT’s—Batteries—Diagnostic Facilities—All makes & models—
Local vehicle collection service
MOT Tests from 6.30am. Ring to book a time!
Ask for Fred or Dave.
The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4AH
01235 848236 or 07767 165072
mothallsgarage@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY
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9 Town Close
Sutton Courtenay
OX14 4BA

Bevan & Sons
Design and Build Services
For ALL your home improvements

General Building Maintenance & Repairs, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Windows, Doors, Conservatories, Soffits,
Facias, Guttering, Plumbing, Electrics, Extensions and Alterations

Roger: 07833 601333
Steve: 07500 700250

www.bevanandsons.com
All enquiries please use website

LING BUILDERS
01235 848640
07990 543692
Reliable local builder established over 30 years.
All types of building and maintenance work undertaken
Kitchen Fitting
Patios, fencing and driveways
Extensions and New Build

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

The Wooden Window Repair Specialists
Flaking paint and cracked putty on your wooden
windows and cills?

No job too small

We specialise in repair and renovation to give your
windows a new lease of life!

KOGELS of ABINGDON Ltd

We replace rotting and failing wood, use high
performance treatments combined with modern &
traditional paint solutions to give an excellent finish

HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Maintenance contracts & references are also available
for your peace of mind

72 Steventon Road
Drayton, Nr Abingdon
OX14 4LD

All work guaranteed

Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com
Web: www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk

Call us for your free estimate 07880 560 403
www.oxfordwindowrepair.com

Neil’s Windows
Quality windows & doors
UPVC, Wood & Aluminium windows & doors
Wide Range of colours & finishes
Lantern roofs
Broken & misty units replaced
Fensa registered & MTC qualified
QANW insurance backed guarantees
30 years’ experience
References available

Our aim is 100% customer satisfaction

We have over 20 years of experience in the scaffolding trade,
providing safe scaffolding solutions to commercial clients as
well as residential customers.

Call Neil - 07914 809688 or Helen - 07921213365
to arrange a free visit and quote.
Guaranteed no pressure sales.
Based in Sutton Courtenay

We aim to provide the very highest standards of service, in a
friendly and professional manner. We want your experience
to be nothing short of first class!

office@aspirescaffolding.co.uk

www.neilswindows.com

www.aspirescaffolding.co.uk
Tel: 07769701379 or 07824876169
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LINDSEY B ELFORD
PAINTER & DECORATOR
Est 1975

Call for a professional job from start to finish
Receive 10% off labour costs when quoting SCN

Tel: 07547 472988 or 01491 824047

info@garybyrnepaintersoxford.co.uk

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY

childscontracts@gmail.com

TEL: 01235 239631
Flat roofing specialists. Tile repairs. Fascias, guttering. Moss removal. Leadwork.
Felt roofs. 10, 15, 20-year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com
Web: abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk
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