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The Diary is compiled from entries in the Village Diary kept at Burgrey Stores. Please enter your events in this Diary. 

 November         
Tue 1st 7.30pm 

7.30pm 
Parish Council Meeting 
Spiritual Fellowship 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Wed 2nd       
Thurs 3rd       
Fri 4th       
Sat 5th       
Sun 6th       
Mon 7th       
Tue 8th  2.00pm 

7.30pm 
Women’s Christian Fellowship 
History Society 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Wed 9th       
Thurs 10th       
Fri 11th       
Sat 12th       
Sun 13th 11.00pm Act of Remembrance War Memorial 
Mon 14th 8.00pm Camera Club Village Hall 
Tue 15th 7.30pm WI meeting Village Hall 
Wed 16th   COPY DATE FOR NEXT ISSUE SUTTON 

COURTENAY NEWS 
  

Thurs 17th       
Fri 18th       
Sat 19th 2.30pm 

7.00pm 
Play 
Jingle Bells Batman Smells 

Village Hall 

Sun 20th       
Mon 21st       
Tue 22nd       
Wed 23rd       
Thurs 24th       
Fri 25th       
Sat 26th 11am -2 pm 

6.30 for 8pm 
Christmas Bazaar 
S.C. Country and Western Club 
Cardi and Coke 

Primary School 
  
Village Hall 

Sun 27th 7.30pm All Saints’ Singers Mozart Requiem Church 
          
Mon 28th 8.00pm Camera Club   
Tue 29th       
Wed 30th       



VILLAGE CONTACTS 

HOLY BAPTISM 
WE SEND OUR BEST WISHES & CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO WERE WELCOMED 

INTO THE FAMILY OF THE CHURCH THROUGH BAPTISM 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Various organisations have permanent bookings for use of the Village Hall on certain days of the week. Local individuals or 
organisations may nonetheless enter one-off bookings for events which clash with permanent bookings. At least seven 
weeks notice must be given to Caroline Grundy (848679) or Rita Atkinson (848694)of the hall manage-
ment team, e-mail: scvillagehallbooking@googlemail.com This allows one week for them to convey the needful 
six weeks notice to whichever organization had the permanent booking. 
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Joshua Paul  

Button  

16th October 2011 

 

Charlie Peach 

 25th September 2011 

 

 

July Contact Telephone 

County Councillor: (Schools, Roads etc.) Stewart Lilly 
2 Hengest Gate, Harwell Village 

832867 

District Councillor: (Planning, Waste etc.) Gervase Duffield 
Appleford House, Appleford 

848319 

Parish Council Chairman Michael Jenkins 
Danluda, Churchmere Road 

847174 

Bookings for Village Hall Caroline Grundy 
Rita Atkinson 

848679 
848694 

Environment Agency   
 

0800 80 70 60 

Sutton Courtenay Website www.suttoncourtenay.co.uk   

 

Isaac John Noble 
Stocks 

6th October 2011 

 

 

 

Shane John Noble 
Stocks 

6th October 2011 

http://www.suttoncourtenay.co.uk�
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Complaints of odours – landfill site 

The Parish Council and its representatives on the WRG local liaison committee has received numerous 
complaints about odours coming from the landfill site and particularly the composting facilities.  The Council, 
whilst being able to take up the concerns at the liaison meeting would encourage anyone who detects odours to 
report them to the Environment Agency as well as notifying the Council or councillors.  The Agency is the 
monitoring authority and keeps records of all problems.  Please telephone  0800 80 70 60.  If the complaints are 
not formally recorded then the records show that there are no problems.  This   may therefore not give an 
accurate picture of local difficulties. 

 

All Saints Lane – Lake 

Residents have approached the Parish Council regarding the possible purchase of the lake in All Saints Lane which 
is currently on the market and available for acquisition.  The Parish Council raises some funds each year via the 
council tax and those monies are spent on the parish items during that year such as grants, play area maintenance, 
grass cutting, cemetery, village green and tree work, insurances and administration expenses.  The Parish 
Council cannot hold substantial reserves and therefore does not have funds of its own available to purchase the 
lake. 

 

Expansion of village 

At a meeting of the Vale of White Horse District Council’s planning committee in September, an application for 
140 houses on the former Amey site in Appleford Road was approved.  The Council has written to the District 
Council as it is felt that the village has reached saturation point.  There has been over 20% increase in the number 
of dwellings in recent years, but no associated improvements or infrastructure.  The Parish Council is of the 
opinion that Sutton Courtenay has accepted far more new dwellings than is reasonable in a very short space of 
time and the expansion at the edges of the built up areas could cause physical merger with other communities, 
and Sutton Courtenay would cease to be an entity in its own right. 

 

Fireworks 

A reminder to be considerate for neighbours and the many pets and animals in the village when letting off your 
fireworks.  Please notify others  when any fireworks are going to be lit so that villagers are aware and 
arrangements can be made to keep pets indoors. 

 

 

Clerk: Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road, Marcham Tel: 01865 391833 or  

email:info@suttoncourtenay-pc.gov.uk. 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 1st November, 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in the village hall, Frilsham Street. 

 

 



  

Major Issues in the Sutton Courtenay/Appleford area 

 

In the coming months there are a number of major issues facing us all, and I list them below so that we can all 
think about them. 

1. Waste Recycling Group. They submitted their MBT plan to the County Council, and to my considerable 
surprise but also delight it was overwhelmingly rejected by 9-4 votes. Some of us in Sutton Courtenay 
and Appleford worked very hard to achieve that. This is the more surprising since the OCC officers 
backed them wholeheartedly. Of course WRG have the right to appeal, but at the time of writing I have 
heard nothing about that. 

2. WRG are about to submit this time to the Vale a scheme for an Anaerobic Digester which will be run on 
maize grown in site and by farmers up to 10 miles radius from the site. WRG have held a public meeting 
on this which some of you will have seen. 

3. Didcot A Power station. This has to be demolished by 2015, and possibly before then since with the high 
price of gas (which is used in the B station) RWE are likely to run the A station which burns currently 
cheaper coal, for most of this winter. Demolishing a large power station is quite an undertaking requir-
ing in itself planning permissions, and then a bit later we all have to think together what might replace 
Didcot A. 

4. Thames Water. TW lost their case for their huge reservoir, and were told to investigate much cheaper 
alternatives like water transfer from the Severn Trent area. TW will soon be coming back with their 
next scheme, and most of us will be surprised if we have heard the last of their reservoir ideas.  What is 
important for all of us to realise is that if TW can build a  reservoir, even a smaller scale one since their 
current plan was rejected, they will make a lot of money out of it and all of us will pay for that over the 
next 25 years, and of course we all know what is happening to other utility prices.  I believe we must 
stop all reservoir projects and pressurise TW into real (not token) investigation of cheaper alternatives. 

5. Amey’s site.  Planning permission in outline has been granted here for nearly 150 houses, and we now 
await the detailed application. Plenty to think about here: those three exits near the busy T junction, 
additional pressure on the T junction at commuting hours with all the extra cars from the new site, the 
adjacency of Millennium Common, and possible developments later on when we get a second relief 
bridge at Culham.  No chance of that in the present economic climate but it has to come eventually. 

So plenty for all of us to think about! 

Gervase Duffield, your District Councillor. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 



SUTTON COURTENAY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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When you read this, the first term at school will have finished and the second term would have started!  The chil-
dren have been incredibly busy with trips, visitors and a camp out on the school field in order to bring the curric-
ulum alive and enable them to apply their learnt skills. 
    
Barn Owls (Reception children) have been finding out about the world 
around them and were so inspired by a visit from a nurse from a local vets 
who brought with her two four week old kittens, that they transformed 
their role play area into a vet’s surgery complete with waiting area, exami-
nation room and stables! 
 
Robins (Year 1 and 2) have been finding out about light, colour and electric-
ity and had to put their skills to the test to create a range of light sources for 
the ‘King of Sparkle’! 
 
Kestrels (Year 3) have been inspired by robotics, as well as investigating different electrical circuits.  They have 
also built their own robots powered by pneumatics. 
 
Red Kites and Falcons (Years 4-6) have put their forest skills to the test by creating a range of shelters, which in-
cluded planning their own camp out event.  The children had a fantastic evening cooking over a campfire, singing 
and tidying up the campsite the following morning! 
 
Now the children have all started new topics with ‘Robins’ looking at the Great Fire of London and the Gunpow-
der Plot, ‘Kestrels’ exploring the Victorian times and the oldest children researching the Second World War in 
their ‘Blitz’ Project. 
 
The children would be delighted to find out information from someone who experienced the war, so if you feel 
that you could help, please give the school a call. 
 
As this term moves on, Christmas will be rapidly approaching, so I do hope that you are getting creative with the 
‘Nativity Scene Challenge’ that I set you last month, in October!  Remember you need to create a nativity scene 
from any material you like that must fit into a shoebox.  Entries need to be brought to school by Friday 25th No-
vember. 
 
Dates for your diary: 
Friday 25th November: Last date for Nativity entries 
 
Saturday 26th November: Christmas Bazaar 11.00am-2.00pm 
(Raffle tickets will be on sale as of 31 October 2011!) 
 
Tuesday 29th November: Family Bingo – Eyes down 6.30pm (All Welcome) 
 
If you are thinking of a school for your child and have not yet visited Sutton Courtenay C of E Primary School, I 
would be delighted to show you around.  Please contact the school on 01235 848333 and also visit our website: 
www.suttoncourtenayprimary.co.uk 
With very best wishes, 
Alison Ashcroft 
Headteacher 

 
Love life; love learning; 

love one another 



 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS’ 
 SUTTON COURTENAY 
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS’, SUTTON COURTENAY 
Priest-in charge:  The Reverend Helen Kendrick (848297) Helen@kendricks.fsnet.co.uk 

Churchwardens: Mary Warrington (847346) & David McKenzie (847489) Treasurer: Lynn Cubbage (848768) 
Director of Music: Ian Miles (01235 426109, mob 07788 715873) Tower Captain: John Napper (848292) 
Children’s Church: Vivienne Maunders (848077) Verger: Bill Clarke (847183) Sacristan: Pamela Vivian 

Flowers: Pat Napper Women’s Christian Fellowship: Rose Woodward (848510) Friends: Nora Harragin (848235) 
MONTHLY SERVICES OF WORSHIP 

1st Sunday: Family Service at 10.30am 
2nd Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10.30am (with Children’s Church) and Evensong at 6pm 

3rd Sunday: Morning Worship at 10.30am (with Children’s Church) 
4th Sunday: Parish Eucharist at 10.30am (with Children’s Church) & Evening Praise at 6pm 

Wednesday: BCP Holy Communion at 9.45am 

From the Priest-in-Charge… 
 

A once-in-a-century Remembrance Day – 11-11-11-11  
 

At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month of 2011, the nation will pause to remember those who have given 
their lives in fighting for this country.  This year is doubly special: 2011 is The Royal British Legion's 90th anni-
versary, and also this is a once-in-a-century Remembrance Day.  At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month in 
2011 -11-11-11-11 - we will be remembering those who were willing to lay down their lives for their country.  
The British Legion is inviting people to be a special part of this unique occasion, by leaving a message to go on a 
poppy to be planted at, what is now, Royal Wootton Bassett.  That is the town where thousands of people have 
paid their respects during repatriations in recent years as we often seen on our TV screens.  The British Legion 
explains: “Many people associate Remembrance Day with heroes of D-Day or the Battle of Britain's Spitfire 
pilots.  Some people think of the deeds of the SAS during the Falklands conflict or, of course, Flanders Fields 
from World War I, carpeted in poppies growing where so many men lost their lives.  But in the last few years 
it's also been about the nation showing its support for the soldiers returning injured and traumatised from cur-
rent conflicts.” So if you would like to put your name to a poppy, please visit: https://
donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/ 

Here in Sutton Courtenay we will be offering our own Act of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday, 13th 
November at 11am at the War Memorial, followed by a Remembrance Service for All Ages in which the young 
people from the Cubs and Scouts will be participating and the Village School Choir will be singing and planting 
poppies in memory of those from our community who have died in war.   

With love and prayers, Helen 

HARVEST FESTIVAL THANKS… 
to all those who donated food and money to the Steppin’ Stone Centre for their work with homeless peo-
ple in Oxford.  Not only was I able to deliver a car full of food gifts from both churches and Sutton Cour-
tenay CofE Primary School (who also held their harvest celebrations in All Saints’ Church) but between 
All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay and St Peter & St Paul’s, Appleford £200 of cash donations for the centre 
were also raised.  Thank you for your generous support.   

And also a BIG thank you to The OddSox Band and all those who helped to make the Harvest Dance such a 
success – everyone from 4 year olds to 80+ year olds took to the floor – and we raised just over £300 for 
Church funds.   

https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/�
https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/�
https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/�
https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/�
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Coffee & Cakes 

Tuesday 1st November 

10.30am – 12 noon 

      
at  

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
SUTTON COURTENAY 

All are welcome to just drop in for a cup of coffee 
& a cake.  There will also be a small bookstall 

for you to browse and buy from! 

A fundraising events for All Saints’ Church 

CHURCH DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 

 Tuesday 1st – 10.30am-12 noon Coffee Morning 
(see advert).  8pm Fabric Committee Meeting. 
 Wednesday 2nd – ALL SOULS’ DAY (see advert 
for details of service) 
 Saturday 5th – from 9am Churchyard Autumn 
clearance – many hands make light work – refresh-
ments provided. 
 Friday 11th – 12 noon Wedding in All Saints’. 

 Sunday 13th REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
10am Shortened Communion Service.  11am Act of 
Remembrance at War Memorial on Village Green.  
11.15am Service of Remembrance in All Saints’ 
Church for all ages.  6pm Evensong. 
 Monday 14th – 7.30pm Sutton Courtenay PCC 
Meeting 
 Saturday 19th – 2.30pm & 7.30pm Jingle Bells 
Batman Smells – a humorous one act play suitable for 
all ages performed in aid of the Church in Sutton 
Courtenay Village Hall (see advert for details) 
 Saturday 26th – CHRISTMAS BAZAAR from 11-

2pm in the School – see advert for more details 
(raising money for church and school) 

CHURCH DIARY FOR DECEMBER 

 Sunday 4th – 10.30am Family Service followed by 
refreshments. 12.15 Holy Baptism. 
 Thursday 8th – 7.45pm Abingdon Deanery Synod 
 Tuesday 13th – 2pm Women’s Christian Fellow-
ship Christmas Meditation in the Church with Helen 
Kendrick 
 Thursday 15th – 10am School Carol Service 
 Saturday 17th – 6.30-8.30pm Yuletide Evening at 
the Abbey. 
 Sunday 18th – 6pm Carol Service 

Nativity	Scene	Challenge	

Create	a	nativity	scene	from	any	material	
you	like	‐	but	it	must	 it	into	a	shoe	box.		
Entries	can	be	from	individuals	or	fami‐
lies	and	need	to	be	taken	to	Sutton	Cour‐
tenay	CofE	Primary	School	by	Friday	25th	
November.		They	will	then	be	displayed	
and	judged	at	the	Christmas	Bazaar	on	
Saturday	27th	November	from	11‐2pm	
and	then	will	be	available	to	view	in	All	
Saints’	Church	through	December.	

	

ALL SOULS’ SERVICE 

A service of remembrance and thanksgiving 

7.30pm on Wednesday 2nd November 

All Saints’ Church 

This service provides an opportunity to remember and to give thanks for the lives of those we love, 
who have died.  Everyone is welcome to come.   

During the service the names of those from our parishes who have died in the past two years will 
be read out and a candle lit in their memory. 

If there is anyone else whom you particularly wish to remember, regardless of when they died, you 
can add their name to the list you will find at the back of the church, or you can telephone the Vic-
arage   Office on 01235 848297. 



Did you know.........?   It’s not all about Making Jam ……. 

September 

“Que sera, sera”, that was the tune we were humming on the minibus journey back from a musical evening at The 
Mill at Sonning Theatre. After a delicious meal we saw the play “A Sentimental Journey, The Story of Doris Day”.  
Everyone agreed it had been a most wonderful evening.  

October  

We had two trips to London this month, one was a Dinner Cruise on the River Thames, and the other was a day 
visit to The Houses of Parliament, where we met our local MP Ed Vaizey who took us on a private tour.  

Several of our members also went to a textiles exhibition at Horton cum Studley, where some of our own mem-
bers’ work was on display. 

Forthcoming Events: 

Include a visit to the Playhouse Theatre in Oxford to see a production of Carmen, a Beading Day and our monthly 
lunch, which will be on Thursday November 3rd at 12 noon at the Swan, Sutton Courtenay.   

Our November monthly meeting is an “Open Meeting” where everyone is welcome to come along to the Village 
Hall on Tuesday 15 November at 7.30pm.  We have an excellent speaker, Alexandra Stanbrook whose talk is enti-
tled “Hilarious Hats”. If you fancy an evening out with good company then why not pop along with no obliga-
tion to join. You will be made very welcome.  For more information please call Sally on 01235 848924. 

 

Ann Henderson 

SUTTON COURTENAY WI 
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WI trip to the Houses of Parliament 

 

 

Back in January the WI applied for a pass to see the Palace 
of Westminster and The Houses of Parliament which hap-
pened in mid October. 

We were greeted by a very knowledgeable guide who ex-
plained everything to us about these amazing buildings, the 
historical facts and all the various procedures of each room 

which was very interesting. At the end of the tour we met our MP Rt. Hon. Ed Vaizey who made time in his 
very busy schedule to talk to us and listen and have his photograph taken with the group. 

Thanks to Margaret, our minibus driver who did a guided tour of London en-route and who managed to get 
us through the traffic and back home safely. 

 

Sally Furze 
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Chicken & Corn Chowder 

RECIPES OF THE MONTH 

SUTTON COURTENAY SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP 

On Tuesday October 4th we had what was probably our largest congregation ever. Our booked medium, how-
ever, Andrew Daniels, did not arrive. This does not happen very often but, it does keep us on our toes. Pat 
chaired the meeting as she usually does and also did the clairvoyance, and with Maggie`s inspired reading  it 
turned out to be a very good evening. People were paying attention and appeared to be most interested. There 
were not quite enough song books so we are getting more printed. A warm welcome to newcomers who we are 
always pleased to see. We are sorry we cannot get round to chat to everybody. 

            Enquiries– Pat & Sam    01235 847460 

Leek, Parsnip and Ginger soup  

 

2 tbs oil 
1 tbs grated ginger 
1 cup dry white wine 
200g leeks 
500g parsnips 
vegetable stock 
paprika 

Heat oil in a large pan.  Add finely sliced leeks and 
ginger. Cook slowly until leeks are just soft.  Add 
diced parsnips. Pour in wine and about 1 litre of 
stock.  Simmer until parsnips are soft.  Cool be-
fore putting in blender. Process until smooth. 
Check seasoning and add salt and blacl pepper if 
needed. Reheat.  Sprinkle top with paprika as gar-
nish and serve with rolls  

These would be good warming soups for Bonfire Night. 

3 medium onions 
3 medium potatoes 
3-4 rashers streaky bacon 
25g butter 
1 - 1.5 litres stock 
2 cups sweetcorn  
Seasoning 
2 cups diced cooked chicken 

Derind and dice rashers.  Cook until crisp.  
Set aside. Melt butter.  Add diced onions 
and cook 2 – 3 minutes. Add diced potatoes 
and stock. Simmer until vegetables are soft.  
Pour in up to 1 cup of milk and add 
sweetcorn (cooked or tinned). Heat and 
check seasoning.  Sprinkle crisp bacon over 
top after stirring in chicken. 



BIRD DIARY 
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Early in August Swallows began to perch on the overhead electric wires.  
Perhaps they were thinking that soon they would be leaving for Africa. 
Most did leave during August but some were still present flying over the 
football field well into September.  They can fly very close to the ground 
and sometimes scoop up a beakful of water as they fly over the river or 

canal. They fly at the height of the insects which in turn are affected by the weather conditions.  When they fly 
fast and low it is amusing to see local dogs chasing them, with no hope of catching one. 

In September the Robins could be heard singing.  Unlike most birds they sing throughout the winter to defend 
their territories.  They sing for all of the year except for a short period in summer when they are nesting. In 
autumn large numbers of Robins arrive on the east coast to spend the winter in the United Kingdom where the 
climate is warmer than Scandinavia and Russia where they spend the summer and breed.  

The other bird which sings regularly in the autumn is the Wren.  They do not form territories but seem to enjoy 
singing on a lovely day. 

After the breeding season Jackdaws can be seen flying over the village in large flocks. They seem to enjoy flying 
in the high winds and swooping about. Seagulls do the same thing on a windy day. 

A  Snipe was seen to fly away from the landfill pond towards the middle of October.  They have a rapid zig zag 
flight as they fly away.  They have a smaller relative, the Jack Snipe, which can be identified by the fact that it 
normally flies a short distance before landing. 

SUTTON COURTENAY ANGLING CLUB 

One of the most important functions of the Angling Club and its committee is the organisation of fishing matches. 
While many anglers do not compete in matches those that do take it extremely seriously. Though not quite up to 
the £50,000 Fish-o-rama standards that some of you may have seen on Sky, the prize money can be really worth-
while.  

This month we will briefly talk you through how a fishing match works.  Everyone arrives early at the chosen lo-
cation for the draw and pays their fees, usually ten pounds. “Pegs”, the pre-numbered locations for the contest, 
are then drawn and commented on, the intention being to undermine and psychologically intimidate opponents.  
All anglers then trudge to their pegs carrying trolley loads of bait and equipment, hopefully enough to cover all 
eventualities.  Competitors then prepare their kit, smoke a few roll-ups and banter with those around them; again 
it’s only partly friendly, until the whistle.   Tactics now depend on weather, location and season but essentially 
the aim is to weigh in the heaviest weight of fish, obviously measured in good honest Imperial- Pounds, Ounces 
and Drams.  When the whistle goes again all anglers stop. More psychological intimidation takes place as the offi-
cial scales make the rounds.   Did-not-weigh is the mark against your name that anglers wish to avoid. Then win-
ners take home the loot and the losers go home muttering about the one that got away.  

The club would also like to welcome anyone who wants to fish in the Thames but also to remind everyone that an 
environment agency permit and a Sutton Courtenay club ticket are necessary before you fish. Day tickets and sea-
son tickets (£28) are available at Didcot Angling Centre on Wantage Road and environment agency rod licences 
are available online and at the Post Office.  Junior membership is considerably cheaper.  

 

Any contributions or comments relating to this section please email  izaakwalton@live.co.uk 

 



THE ABBEY  
SUTTON COURTENAY 

01235 847401 

www.theabbey.uk.com 

email: admin@theabbey.uk.com  

Friday 4th November – SOUNDBATH  led by Sarah Verney Caird and Susan Nares 

This evening will be open to the public as well as participants of the Peer Retreat weekend.  A Soundbath using 
both Tibetan and Crystal healing bowls to support an experience of deep mediation and healing. 

Suggested donation £5 – £10                                                                               7.30 pm 

* * * * * 

Friday 4th – Sunday 6th November – SOUND AND SILENCE PEER RETREAT 

facilitated by Sarah Verney Caird and Susan Nares 

A special and nourishing weekend for Practitioners working in Healing or Therapy and with an emphasis on the 
Creative Arts. 

Previous creative skills are not essential, however, as this weekend will also evolve out of the needs and interests 
of participants. 

For further information about Sarah and Susan please visit www.soundways.org 

£165/£180 (Single supplement) 

* * * * * 

15th – 17th November - REST AND RENEWAL RETREAT 

Three days for self-directed reflection and self-nurture within The Abbey community 

Cost on Sliding scale 

* * * * * 

Friday 18th – Sunday 20th November – NOVEMBER COMPASSION WEEKEND  

with Alistair Appleton 

As the days draw in and the nights get longer and darker, it’s a great time to head off into the Oxfordshire coun-
tryside and tune into the inward part of the year. 

It’s a time to ‘warm up’ our hearts and make sure we navigate the dark months of the winter with a positive and 
friendly attitude. 

Mindfulness is a powerful tool to access real compassion – to ourselves and to others, people, places and things. 
The relationship we have with the inner and the outside world all needs to be held in a warm embrace. 

This weekend will be looking specifically at the quality of compassion and how we can help it penetrate every 
aspect of our existence. 

Please book through Mindsprings – www.mind-springs.org.  The weekend costs £195.  
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WASTE RESOURCES GROUP – SUTTON COURTENAY SITE 

SUMMARY OF  MAIZE FED ANAEROBIC DIGESTER PROPOSAL TO GENERATE ENERGY 
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The proposal is for an industrial site of approximately 175 metres x 50 metres, including two digesters each 36m 
in diameter and 16 m high, with associated buildings including the two gas-electric generators giving approxi-
mately 1.5MW, or 12000megawatt hours p.a – sufficient to provide part of the site electricity used by WRG 
and perhaps some for the grid. 

 To provide this WRG estimate approximately 30,000 tonnes p.a of maize will be required with about one third 
grown on the 200ha local site. This will require 7 truckloads per day of maize import for a full year, and export 
of 10 truckloads per day of compost for six months (after the 90 day digester residence time). 

The site planning status, as established in the consideration of the unsuccessful EfW and MBT applications,  re-
quires that WRG have  to establish an OVERRIDING NEED case for the development of the AD plant and 
to  demonstrate that there are no suitable alternative sites. 

We believe this is a Trojan Horse; an endeavour to put forward a relatively harmless process to achieve a break-
through in the argument of an overriding need -to generate energy- and thus allow permanent industrialisation 
of the greenfield site. 

The reasons are as follows; 

1. After consulting a professional agronomist the site is at the northern limit for growing maize and will be 
subject to widely variable crop yields. ( Agricultural producers know this and have complementary grass 
silage to offset this). 

2. The economics of the plant will therefore be highly questionable, requiring large imports in years of low 
yield, which will of course alter the traffic movements as well as the economics. 

3. The site is heavily contaminated- concrete etc.- difficult to plough and yet ploughing will be a necessity to 
control fusarium – a widespread fungal pathogen – to maintain Maize yield. Again there appears to be no 
crop rotation plan (normal to such a site). 

4. There is no complementary dairy farm to provide the phosphate, potassium and organic fertiliser normally 
used by farmers to raise maize yields. If part of this comes from the digester compost – a large assumption 
– and since the compost contains nitrogen and phosphate ( which farmers are prohibited from spreading 
between autumn and early spring), a large additional compost storage facility will probably be required, 
i.e. further permanent building on the greenfield site. 

5. The potential for a very large increase in odour pollution for surrounding villages will arise if surface 
spreading of digester compost is used on 200 ha – in contrast to the rapid burial of landfill waste which 
supresses odours. Digester compost does have a strong odour. 

In short, we doubt the economics of this proposal fulfil an ‘overriding need’, while the downside potential for 
increased odour pollution, and the underestimation of the building needs suggests more difficulties for the local 
community attempts to retain the greenfield  site space and prevent heavy industrialisation close to residential 
housing. 

Those interested can obtain further information on Oxfordshire C.C. website as the planning application devel-
ops.  



CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

MOZART REQUIEM 

                                                                            
 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27th 7.30 PM 
ALL SAINTS’ SUTTON COURTENAY 
IF YOU SEE ONE CLASSICAL CONCERT 

THIS YEAR – DON’T MISS THIS 
A REMINDER OF THE OXFORD MAIL REVIEW OF SPRING CONCERT 

 

“Sundays All Saints Concert was a bright and vibrant affair delivered with spirit and a 

strong sense of commitment by both singers and instrumentalists alike. 

Caroline Hobbs-Smith's clear direction ensured close attention to dynamics, 

crispness of entries and diction, and the performers' enthusiasm was infectious. 

The choir performed more or less flawlessly; all the singers were noticeably 

attentive to the conductor and they captured the different moods of the piece very 

effectively. The orchestra gave supportive and well-balanced accompaniment, and 

there were some particularly wonderful sounds from the trumpet section. 

This was an uplifting performance. “ 
 

  TICKETS 01235 848 205 and   BURGREYS 

ALL SAINTS’ SINGERS 
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TUESDAY 8th NOVEMBER 

  The Village Hall    7.30 pm 

We know from earlier excavations, and more recently from those carried out by the Time Team investigators, 
that there was an important Anglo-Saxon settlement nearby.  For several centuries until the Norman invasion 
the Saxons ruled England, a period sometimes called the Dark Ages.  But were they?  Martin Way is an 
enthusiastic historian who will talk about the Anglo-Saxon way of life and reveal the many crafts and skills 
employed by the Anglo-Saxons during this time. 

Everyone welcome     Members £2 

                                                                                Non Members £3  

Mary Thompson 

VILLAGE 

CHRISTMAS PLAY 
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“A GLIMMER IN THE DARK:  

THE LIFE, ARTS AND CRAFTS OF 
THE ANGLO-SAXONS” 

By Martin Way 

THE SUTTON COURTENAY LOCAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY 

Damascus Workshop 
Gary Hibbins, the lead youth worker for Damascus, led a workshop on Saturday 15th October  for anyone living 
in the village who is interested in finding ways for the whole community, regardless of age, to work together.  
There was a good mixture of ages in the people attending, including a high proportion of young people.  A very 
lively discussion centred around the topics which Gary introduced.   These were: 
 What makes a good leader 
 Why is it important to know other age groups in the village 
 What are the barriers/challenges to meeting one another 
 What can we do to get to know other age groups in the village 
Lots of ideas were put forward, particularly relating to getting to know one another. These included the im-
portance of communication in the village, using the village website, Facebook, Sutton Courtenay News; pro-
jects where villagers can get together, such as plays, quizzes, sports activities, watching the Olympics together, 
a car wash, Vicars Fun Day, and more.    
There will be a workshop in February to draw together the suggestions made, and the results will be fed into 
the Community Led Plan. 
Overall, a very encouraging morning, and thank you to Gary, Rita Atkinson and the young people for organis-
ing it. 
Diane Armstrong 
If you would like to know more about the Damascus Youth Project contact Gary Hibbins, Lead Youth Worker 
on 07766014676 

 DAMASCUS Youth project 



Our October meeting was well attended to listen to a talk given by Mr John Dennis, which was very interesting.  
It must have taken him many hours of research. 

Our next meeting will be on 8th November when we will be having a slide show by Jim Hayden, which is always 
very popular.  This meeting will be held in the Village hall at 2.00pm and visitors are always very welcome.    
Barbara Hands (Chairman) 

SUTTON COURTENAY CAMERA CLUB 

Our next competition subject will be ‘Reflections’.  This is always very popular and we expect a good variety of 
entries.  We meet on 14th November and welcome anyone who would like to come along. 

Two weeks later on Monday 28th November we have our AGM. The ‘Picture of the Year’ competition which is 
completely open except that entries must have been taken during 2011, will be judged by the ebullient Alan 
Copeland from Whitchurch Hill Camera Club. We will also be indulging in a little eating and drinking to cele-
brate the festive season. Again please do come if you can on December 12th. All meetings commence at 8.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 

June Luther (Secretary) 

 

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 

The branch standard will be in attendance at the local Remembrance Day services on 13 November. 

Assembly times are:  

Milton War Memorial             10.45am 

Steventon War Memorial         2.15pm with a service in St Michael and All Angels at 3pm 

St Peter’s  Drayton                       5.45pm   

 

The next meeting is the AGM to be held on Monday 21 November at 7.30pm 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 



 

SPEAKERS’ CORNER 

PEAFOWL 
 

I have to admit to being a fan of the peafowl. I accept that they can be messy (as can inconsiderate dog owners 
and much more unpleasant) and do eat the odd plant. However I also accept that there are a large number of 
them now and perhaps we should tackle their numbers, as in- breeding appears to have failed.  
 
There are a number of peacock breeders who would be willing to take them, although they mostly want the 
females and  are willing to collect them but not travel here to catch them. 
 
Why don't we consider drastically reducing their numbers say to 4 or 5 (they do not mate apparently in pairs) 
and then arrange that the breeders have some of the new chicks each year. 
 
It would be a shame to lose them entirely and they were certainly here before I arrived. Those who are 
determined to get rid of them would I am sure be happy to help defray costs.  
 
Perhaps we could have a village referendum? 
 
Pauline Osborne 
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 A LOVE  THY NEIGHBOURS RANT 

I was sitting in my tin bath in the back yard having my annual scrub down, when an idea hit me.  Integrated 
neighbourhood information.     
   

What if Sutton Courtenay, Appleford, Culham, Milton, and Drayton publications were to communicate with 
one another upon their forth coming gigs and functions, as per their village diaries, (See Front page S.C. News).  
I mean, should there be a keen tiddlywinks player in Drayton and a tiddlywinks tournament in Appleford how 
would he or she be informed, or a lecture on the new oroide epicurean freestanding oscillating ironing boards, 
without a chronicle of such interest our women folk would be at a disadvantage.    
 

 Likewise any church concert or village hall jamboree, jumble sales or, even associations of persons in the locali-
ty, united by some common interest and meeting periodically for cooperation, (clubs, care of Concise Oxford 
Dictionary), could easily be entered into all the relevant monthly journals.  It would just need a hub to coordi-
nate the info from the mutual villages for our erudite editors.    
 

Perhaps local trades could work together on say a barter or voucher system instead.  We could call the voucher 
the Sutton Courtenay Shekel, or alternatively the Drayton Dinero, Appleford Ackers, Milton Moolar or the 
Culham Capitalizes.  Crikey, this is starting to sound a bit like the E.U.  I think maybe not, let us stay with dear 
old £/p.   We can still have collaboration, hands across the sea, oops! A bit too enthusiastic!  Hands over the 
Thames, Ginge Brook, whatever.  Thence we could all be enjoying various other community shindigs. 
 

Tongue is now healing nicely thank you.   
 

Roger Rance. 

Churchmere Lane.      
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Jingle Bells,  

Batman Smells 
 

At Su on Courtenay 

     Village Hall 

 

 

 

On Saturday 19th November 2011 

Tickets £6.00 
 

2.30pm (to include tea, sandwiches and crisps & fairy cakes) 

 

and 

 

7.00pm (to include glass of wine & mince pie) 

 

 

Christmas  me at the local infants’ school, and the class meet their new teacher, 
who is in charge of producing the Na vity play.  These primary school an cs will 
transport you back to when you were a child ‐ were you an angel, a shepherd or 
even a King. Rehearsals become a nightmare – will it be “alright on the night”? 

 

for  ckets contact the box office 

contrary@talktalk.net 
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A Dead Ringer for Murder 
By Oenone Grant 

 

Friday 4th and Saturday 5th November 2011 

At Drayton Village Hall 7.30pm 

 

Tickets £8 to include ploughman’s supper 

Available from Vickery’s, The Green Drayton 

or from 01235 200350 

 

 
Drayton Players have recently been suffering from a lack of young people, which rather limits the plays they can 
do.  So when they unexpectedly found a group of teenagers (through the grandmother network in the village) 
expressing interest in joining, they didn’t want to let them go!  The rest of the players probably admit to being at 
least middle-aged and so it was a challenge to find a suitable play!  One member, Oenone Grant, came up with 
the idea of setting a murder mystery in a school. 

 

A Dead Ringer for Murder is set in Drayton under Didcot School (DUDS), where unfortunately all is not 
well.  Some might be unkind enough to call the school dysfunctional.  The Headteacher, Dr Rambling, is about 
to start off a week of mock A2 level examinations, but the Ofsted inspector arrives earlier than expected, the 
staff appear to be at loggerheads, the caretaker is selling exam scripts to the students, and someone is raking off 

cash from the school trips.  There are a number of undercurrents which 
threaten the stability and well-being of all, leading to a most unfortunate 
death.... 

 

A Dead Ringer for Murder is a murder mystery supper evening , in 
which the audience will be invited to assist Inspector Denser and DS Crass 
by putting direct questions to the suspects.  Further murky details may be 
revealed... 

 

A Dead Ringer for Murder will be performed on Friday 4th and Saturday 5th November 2011 at 7.30pm at 
Drayton Village Hall, Lockway, Drayton.  Tickets are £8, to include a ploughman’s supper, and are available 
from Vickery’s store, the Green Drayton or by ringing 01235 200350. 
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PREPARE FOR RISING ENERGY PRICES 

 
The message isn't new, but it has more urgency. The Prime Minister met the Big Six energy suppliers and they 
agreed to write to 4 million households inviting them to Check, Switch and Insulate to Save. 

 

The concern is over rising energy prices. According to the Financial Times, the average dual fuel customer now 
spends 6% of income on energy bills compared to 3% in 2004. If the trend persists the average household faces 
fuel poverty by 2015. 

 

The trend is upwards, so how do we counter it? Here are some tips. 

 

1) Insulate Your Home 

Take the frost check. If the frost thaws faster on your roof than your neighbour's, heat is escaping. Top up your 
loft insulation to 270mm (10.5") to prevent this. Council grants reduce the cost and it could be free if you are 
aged 70 or over. 

 

2) Go Solar 

You can now get Feed in Tariff payments for having solar panels on your roof. These are index linked so they will 
rise with inflation over 25 years. 

 

3) Switch Energy Supplier 

With 400 tariffs available, a comparison site can help. If you prefer not to switch, review your payment method - 
direct debit is cheaper. Ofgem has said it will simplify standard tariffs so like-for-like comparison will get easier. 

 

For more information, visit www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk or phone 0800 8048 777 

 

Cocoon Your Home compares prices for insulation, solar and energy. The service is impartial, independent and 
run by United Sustainable Energy Agency, a not-for-profit organisation. 

 

 

 

Topping up your loft stops heat escaping 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of cocoonyourhome.co.uk 
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ROUND UP OF LOCAL EVENTS NOTIFIED TO THE 
EDITORS 

 Steventon Pre-School Baby, Toddler & Children’s Nearly New Sale 

 

Saturday 5th November 0930-1130 at Steventon Village Hall 
 

Come and get some bargains at our very popular nearly new sale. 

 

Items on sale will include 0-5 clothing, toys, books, nursery equipment and maternity wear. 

Cakes & Refreshments available 

 

Tables available for sellers at just £10 each – please contact Faye 07792054582 or fanderton@hotmail.co.uk  to 
reserve yours, or for more info. 

 

Entrance is just £1 between 0930 and 10am and then just 50p from 10am onwards 

Hagbourne School PTA annual Christmas Gift and Craft Fair 

 

Sunday 27th November, 2011 at Hagbourne School and Village Hall. 
 

Doors open at 11am and close at 3.30pm.  This popular event has been running for a number of years and offers 
a great Christmas shopping experience away from the hustle and bustle of the high street.  With over 50 stall 
holders selling a range of unique, high quality and handcrafted gifts, you are sure to find something for that 
someone special or just treat yourself. 

 

The event is open to all to attend and hot and cold refreshments will be available throughout the day.    

 

Children can visit Father Christmas in his Grotto and make decorations at the Arts and Craft table.    

 

Entry is £1 for Adults and FREE for Children. 
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APOLOGY 

We wish to apologise to Nora Harragin, the previous editor of Sutton Courtenay News, for omitting her 
name from the kind letter of thanks she wrote to us which we included in last month’s edition.  Her name 
was also misprinted elsewhere in the newsletter. 

FOUND 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

This newsletter is produced by the editors, Diane Armstrong and Clare Pennicott, and Peter Draper, who is 
in charge of advertising.  Our contact details are: 
 

Diane     editor@suttoncourtenay.co.uk             tel 07553 801032  
Clare      editor@suttoncourtenay.co.uk             tel 07778 284193 
Peter      advertising@suttoncourtenay.co.uk     tel 07831 526784 

 
 

The Sutton Courtenay News is printed with support from Sutton Courtenay Parish Council 

Grey Soft Toy Rabbit 

Left on garden wall in Brook Street on Sunday 16th October whilst its owner watched the Abingdon Charity 
Run 

Contact Mrs K Slater, 5 Brook St, Sutton Courtenay,  tel 01235 848314  

GARDEN COMPETITION 

Tony 

Congratulations  on getting the Certificate for the Garden Competition. 

From Sheila 
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TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB WITH A LOVELY TERRACE GARDEN AT THE BACK TO ENJOY A 
QUIET DRINK OR SOMETHING TO EAT 

HOME COOKED MEALS – LUNCH & DINNER – LARGE PARTIES WELCOME 
CASK MARQUE ALES – TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH MENU 

 

NOVEMBER SPECIALS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR NEW YEARS’ EVE PARTY – WITH A SOUTH 
AFRICAN  THEME! 

 
FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION OR BOOKINGS PLEASE CONTACT HANNAH OR HANDRE 

01235 848142 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY EVENINGS 
TWO SEAFOOD PLATTERS -(LINE FISH, MUSSELS, PRAWNS AND CALAMARI SERVED WITH GARLIC AND 

HERB NEW POTATOES AND SALAD ) 
OR 

TWO BEEF WELLINGTON, VEGETABLES AND DAUPHINOIS POTATOES 
OR 

ONE OF EACH 
INCLUDING A BOTTLE OF HOUSE WINE FOR £30 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE 

CURRY NIGHT 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS ARE STILL  CURRY NIGHT WITH FIVE HOME MADE CURRIES ON OFFER SERVED 

WITH RICE, POPPUDOMS, CUCUMBER RAITA AND MANGO CHUTNEY FOR £7-95 

£10 TUESDAY AND THURSDAY NIGHTS 
EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WE WILL BE OFFERING ANY MEAL OFF THE BAR MENU A SMALL GLASS 

OF WINE OR A PINT OF BEER FOR £10  
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Bekynton	House	
 

B&B ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 
£45 per person per night 
(reductions for long term bookings) 

7 The Green, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4AE 
 

Email: Susancornwall@aol.com 

Tel: 01235 848888 or 848767 
 

IBIZA: Holiday apartments also available 

(in the beautiful north of the island) 

Local Seasoned Logs 
 

£60 per load delivered 
 

Stock up now! 
 

Call: 07774 114309 

mailto:Susancornwall@aol.com�
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

Roger Bevan 
9 Town Close 
Su on Courtenay 
Ox14 4BA 

 
                               For ALL your home improvements 

 

General Building Maintenance & Repairs Bathrooms Kitchens Windows Doors Conservatories Soffit Facias and 
Gu ering Plumbing and Electrics 

 

Phone/Fax 01235 847582 
Mobile 07833 601333 
rogerbevan13@b nternet.com 
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

 
SUTTON COURTENAY 

WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE 

 
We provide a friendly reliable 

Service every 4-5 weeks. 

Free quote – no obligation. Est. 1990 

 
Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 – Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

 
A bill can be left for postal payment  

if you are not at home 

 
Online payment is also welcome 

FOR PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY 

TAXATION, ACCOUNTANCY 

AND BUSINESS ADVICE 

Contact:  Malcolm Ross or Bruce Charles at 

 

BRAYSHAWS 
Accountants 

    228 Broadway, Didcot OX11 8RS  
  

GENERAL 
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GENERAL 

CARS & TRANSPORT 
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 
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BUILDING SERVICES CARS & TRANSPORT 
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

BUILDING SERVICES CONTINUED 

Childs Contracts 
Painting & Decorating – Interior & Exterior 

Paperhanging – Domestic & Commercial 

Insurance Quotations/Estimates 

also 

Artexing – Coving – Plastering 

 
Tel: 01235 527000 

A friendly service guaranteed 

OXFORDSHIRE HANDYMAN 

 
Phone Phil: 01235 848794. Mobile: 07826 
727196. 

All types of work undertaken: if not on list ask. 
All types of Gardening: Replace Fences/
Sheds: Assemble Flat Packs: Fit Kitchen Cabi-
nets: Clear/Clean Gutters: Painting: Tap Re-
pairs: Replace Electrical Switches/Sockets/
Lighting 

Rate £10 per hour 
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

BUILDING SERVICES CONTINUED 

Building Services Ltd 

A1 Contracts 
 

Local Building Firm Providing the Following Services: 

 Property Maintenance  New Build 

 Extensions   Planning 

 Architectural Design  Drawings 

 Driveways   Flooring 

 Tiling    Plastering 

 Kitchens   Bathrooms 

 Landscaping   Fencing 
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

BUILDING SERVICES CONTINUED GARDENING SERVICES  

DON’T MOWN AT THE MOWER 

Have it serviced & sharpened at Milton Garden Machinery. 
New & used mowers, rotovators etc. at discount prices. 

Tel 01235 555115 any time 

GARDENING SERVICES  
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CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

GARDENING SERVICES CONTINUED 

HEALTH & BEAUTY FOR YOU & 

YOUR PETS  

VOLUME 40 NO. 11 PAGE 33 

Emily’s Mobile Beauty 
Treat Yourself In Your Own 
Home 
 
Bio Sculpture Gel Nails 
Eyelash Extensions 
Fake Bake Tanning 
Many More Other Treatments Available 
 
For Enquiries/Appointments  Call: 07902 
406884 

HEALTH & BEAUTY FOR YOU & 

YOUR PETS CONTINUED 



 
A friendly caring family practice offering quality af-
fordable 

dental care a few minutes drive from Sutton Courte-
nay. 

 
 NHS children’s places available 

 Full range of cosmetic treatments 

 Sedation available for anxious patients 

 Emergency appointments 

8 Lostock Place 

Didcot 

 
Telephone Karen on 01235 815000 

www.didcotdentist.co.uk 

enquiries@didcotdentist.co.uk 

LADYGROVE DENTAL 

CLASSIFIED SERVICES DIRECTORY 

HEALTH & BEAUTY FOR YOU & YOUR PETS CONTINUED 
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The Sutton Courtenay News  is produced 10 times each 
year and has a distribution of around 1,100 copies, 
delivered by hand throughout the village. 

If you would like to advertise please contact Peter 
Draper on 07831 526784  

or e-mail: advertising@suttoncourtenay.co.uk 

We can also give you a certain amount of help, without 
charge, to prepare your advertisement using  desktop 
publishing computing.  

http://www.didcotdentist.co.uk�
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The Sutton Courtenay News is  produced with  the support of the Sutton Courtenay Parish Council 



DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in all good faith and every care is taken in its compilation. The organizers 
of the Sutton Courtenay News and its Agents therefore accept no responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for 
the validity of any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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